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16 LIVES OF ALCHEMYSTICAL PHILOSOPHERS.

-dental philosophy of the mysteries entirely hinges on the
purification of the whole understanding, without which
they promise nothing.

The end in view is identical with Hermetists, Theurgists,
and with the ancient Greek mysteries alike. It is the
conscious and hypostatic union of the intellectual soul with
Deity, and its participation in the life of God ; but the con-
ception included in this divine name is one infinitely tran-
scendental, and in Hermetic operations, above all, it must
ever be remembered that God is within us. “ The initiated
person sees the Divine Light itself, without any form or
figure — that light which is the true astrum solis, the
mineral spiritual sun, which is the Perpetual Motion of the
Wise, and that Saturnian Salt, which developed to intellect
and made erect, subdues all nature to His will. It is the
Midnight Sun of Apuleius, the Ignited Stone of Anax-
~ agoras, the Triumphal Chariot of Antimony, the Armed

Magnet of Helvetius, the Fiery Chariot of Mercaba, and
the Stone with the new name written on it which is
promised to him that overcometh, by the initiating Saviour
of mankind.”

This method of interpreting the Hermetic allegories is
calculated to exalt the alchemists indefinitely in the estim-
ation of all thinking minds. From possibly avaricious
investigators of a by-way of physical science, they are trans-
figured into dreamers of the sublimest imaginable dream,
while if that which they conceived was accomplished, they
are divine and illuminated monarchs who are throned
on the pinnacles of eternity, having dominion over their
infinite souls.

A theory so attractive, devised in the interests of men
whom romance has already magnified in the auriferous
cloud of mystery which envelopes both their claims and
their persons, is eminently liable to be accepted on in-


































































































































































































































































































































































134 LIVES OF ALCHEMYSTICAL PHILOSOPHERS.

brought him from Stepney, and thence conveyed him to
the castle of Gloucester, where every means were vainly
tried to induce him to make the philosophers’ tincture.

After four years’ imprisonment, Dalton was brought out
to be beheaded in the presence of Herbert. He obeyed
with resignation and joy, saying: “ Blessed art thou, Lord
Jesus! I have been too long from you; the science you
gave me I have kept without abusing it; I have found no
one apt to be my heir, wherefore, sweet Lord, I will render
Thy gift to Thee again.”

Then, after some devout prayer, with a smiling counte-
nance he desired the executioner to proceed. Tears
gushed from the eyes of Herbert when he beheld him so
willing to die, and saw that no ingenuity could wrest his
secret from him. He gave orders for his release. His
imprisonment and threatened execution were contrived
without the king’s knowledge to intimidate him into com-
pliance. The iniquitous devices having failed, Herbert did
not dare to take away his life. Dalton rose from the block
with a heavy countenance and returned to his abbey, much
grieved at the further prolongation of his earthly sojourn.
Herbert died shortly after this atrocious act of tyranny, and
Debois also came to an untimely end. His father, Sir
John Debois, was slain at the battle of Tewksbury, May 4,
1471, and two days after, as recorded in Stow's Annales,
he himself, James Debois, was taken, with several others of
the Lancastrian party, from a church where they had fled
for sanctuary, and was beheaded on the spot.*

SIR GEORGE RIPLEY.

This illustrious alchemical philosopher, whose works
paved the royal road to the initiation, in after times, of his

* Stow, ‘‘ Annales of England,” p. 424, ed. 1615.
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Savon, afterwards at the University of Basel, and finally
devoted himself to the occult sciences with the illustrious
Johann Trithemius, Abbot of Spanheim, for his teacher
and director. In this way he acquired “the Kabbalah of
the spiritual, astral, and material worlds.” He was after-
wards placed under the care of Sigismond Hagger or
Fagger, to be improved in medicine, surgery, and chem-
istry. “At twenty years of age he started on his travels
through Germany, Hungary, Italy, France, the Nether-
lands, Denmark, Sweden, and Russia. In Muscovy he is
said to have been taken prisoner by the Tartars, who
brought him before “the great Cham.” His knowledge of
medicine and chemistry made him a favourite at the court
of this potentate, who sent him in company with his son
on an embassy to Constantinople. It was here, according
to Helmont, that he was taught the supreme secret of
alchemistry by a generous Arabian, who gave him the
universal dissolvent, the Azoth of western adepts, the
alcahest or sophic fire. Thus initiated, he is said to have
proceeded to India. On his return to Europe he passed
along the Danube into Italy, where he served as an army
surgeon, performing many wonderful cures.

At the age of thirty-two he re-entered Germany, and
was soon after invited to take a professorship of physic,
medicine, and surgery at the University of Basel, then
illuminated by the presence of Erasmus and Oporinus.
There, in his lectures, he professed “internal medicine,”
denounced the antiquated systems of Galen and other
authorities, and began his instruction by burning the works,
of these masters in a brass pan with sulphur and nitre.
He created innumerable enemies by his arrogance and his
innovations, but the value of his mineral medicines was
proved by the cures which he performed. These cures
only increased the hatred of his persecutors, and Paracelsus
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“In these conversations one said :—* If I had the means
to begin again, I should produce something good.” Another
—*‘Would that my vessel had been strong enough to resist
the force of what it contained.’ Another—‘IfI had
possessed a round copper vessel well closed, I would have
fixed mercury with silver. There was not one without a
reasonable excuse for his failure, but I was deaf to all their
discourses, recollecting my experience as the dupe of
similar expectations.

“1 was tempted, nevertheless, by a Greek who had a,
process with cinnabar, which failed. At the same time I
became acquainted with a strange gentleman, newly arrived,
who often, in my presence, sold the fruit of his operations
to the goldsmiths. I was a long time frequenting his com-
pany, but he did not consent to inform me of his secret.
At last I prevailed over him, but it was only a refinement
of metals more ingenious than the rest. I failed not to
write to the abbé, at Toulouse, enclosing a copy of the
process of the stranger, and imagining that I had attained
some useful knowledge, he advised me to remain another
year at Paris, since I had made so good a beginning.

“ After all, as to the philosophers’ stone, I succeeded no
better than before. I had been three years at Paris, and
my money was nearly expended, when I had a letter from
the abbé, informing me that he had something to communi-

cate, and that I should join him as soon as possible.
“On my arrival at Toulouse, I found that he had a letter

from King Henry of Navarre, who was a lover of philosophy,
and who requested that I should proceed to Pau, in Berne,
to teach him the secret I had received from the stranger at
Paris. He would recompense me with three or four
thousand crowns. The mention of this sum exhilarated the
abbé, and he never let me rest till I set out to wait on the
prince. I arrived at Pau in May 1542. Ifound the prince






























154 LIVES OF ALCHEMYSTICAL PHILOSOPHERS.

the innkeeper, which was indecipherable by himself or his
neighbours. The so-called Edward Kelly, being initiated
into the mysteries of ancient writing, discovered it tobea
treatise on transmutation, and his curiosity was highly
excited. He inquired as to its history, and was told that
it had been discovered in the tomb of a bishop who had
been buried in a neighbouring church, and whose tomb had
been sacrilegiously uptorn by some wretched heretical
fanatics at that epoch of furious religiomania and rampant
Elizabethan persecution. The object of this desecration
was the discovery of concealed treasures in the resting-place
of the prelate, to whom immense riches were attributed
by popular tradition. The impiety was, however, rewarded
by nothing but the manuscript in question, and two small
ivory bottles, respectively containing a ponderous red and
white powder. These pearls beyond price were rejected by
the pigs of apostasy; one of them was shattered on the
spot, and its ruddy, celestine contents for the most part
lost. The remnant, together with the remaining bottle and
the unintelligible manuscript, were speedily disposed of to
the innkeeper in exchange for a skinful of wine. The
unbroken bottle was transferred by the new owner as a
plaything to his children, but the providence which in the
main overwatches the accomplishment of the sublime act
preserved its contents intact. When Edward Kelly, with
an assumed antiquarian indifference about objects which
were more curious than valuable, offered a pound sterling
for all the articles, a bargain was promptly effected. The
lawyer was by no means an alchemist, but he believed him-
self possessed of a Hermetic treasure; he determined, at
all risks, to return to London, and consult with his friend
Dr Dee, who abode in a cottage at Mortlake, and who, in
matters of magical devilment, and in the tortuosities of the
occult, was considered a man of men.
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to extract his secret. Some friends of the unfortunate
alchemist endeavoured, in the year 1597, to effect his
escape by means of a rope, but he fell from the window of
his prison, and died of the injuries which he received.

During his confinement he composed a treatise on
the philosophical stone, and the Diary of Dr Dee was
published from a genuine Ashmolean manuscript in 1604.
The son of John Dee became physician to the Czar at
Moscow, and in his Fasciculus Chemicus, he states that,
in early youth, he witnessed transmutation repeatedly for
the space of seven years.

The metrical account of Sir Edward Kelly’s work in the
Theatrum Chemicum Britannicum informs all who are
broiling in the kitchen of Geber to burn their books “and
come and learn of me,” for they can no more compound
the Elixir Vite and the precious stone than they can
manufacture apples. The progenitor of magnesia, wife to
the gold of the philosophers, is not a costly thing. The
philosophical gold is not common but Hermetic sulphur,
and magnesia is essential mercury.

The Testamentum Jokannis Dee Philosophi Summs ad
Jokannem Guwynn, transmissum 1568, is lucidly worded as
follows in its reference to the magnum opus -—

¢ Cut that in Three which Nature hath made one,
Then strengthen yt, even by it self alone ;
Wherewith then cutte the powdered sonne in twayne,
By length of tyme, and heale the wounde againe.
The self same sonne troys yet more, ye must wounde,
Still with new knives, of the same kinde, and grounde ;
Our monas trewe thus puse by Nature’s Law,
Both binde and lewse, only with rype and rawe,
And aye thank God who only is our Guyde,
All is ynough, no more then at this tyde.”
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knowledge of Christ, The Amphitheatrum Sapientie
Aterne seems to be the voice of the ancient chaos, but its
curious folding plates are exceedingly suggestive.

MICHAEL MAIER.

This celebrated German alchemist, one of the central
figures of the Rosicrucian controversy in Germany, and
the greatest adept of his age, was born at Ruidsburg, in
Holstein, towards the year 1568. In his youth he applied
himself closely to the study of medicine, and establishing
himself at Rostock, he practised that art with so much
success that he became physician to the Emperor Rudolph
I1, by whom he was ennobled for his services. Some
adepts, notwithstanding, succeeded in enticing him from
the practical path which he had followed so long into the
thorny tortuosities of alchemical labyrinths. 1/se passionna
pour le grand ceuvre and scoured all Germany to hold con-
ferences with those whom he imagined to be in posses-
sion of transcendent secrets. The Biggraphie Universelle
declares that he sacrificed his health, his fortune, and his
time to these “ruinous absurdities.” According to Buhle,*
he travelled extensively ; and on one occasion paid a visit
to England, where he made the acquaintance of the Kentish

mystic, Robert Fludd.
He appears as an alchemical writer a little before the

publication of the Rosicrucian manifestoes. In the con-
troversy which followed their appearance, and which con-
vulsed mystic Germany, he took an early and enthusiastic
share, defending the mysterious society in several books and
pamphlets. He is supposed to have travelled in search of
genuine members of the “ College of Teutonic Philosophers
R.C.)” and, failing to meet with them, is said to have

* See De Quincey’s ** Rosicrucians and Freemasons.”
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was produced—* Aurora, the Day Spring, or Dawning of
the Day in the East, or Morning Redness in the Rising of
the Sun.” It was not originally intended for publication, but
manuscript copies were circulated by one of his friends, and
he suffered much consequent persecution from the ecclesias-
tical authorities of Gorlitz. He was forbidden to write any
more books, and was commanded to stick to his trade. For
five years he meekly obeyed the tyrannous mandate, and
afterwards contented himself with writing simply for his
intimate friends. From 1619 to 1624 he produced a number
of voluminous treatises, of which the book of the “True
Principles,” the “ Mysterium Magnum,” and the “ Signatura
Rerum ” are perhaps the most characteristic and important.
The publication, apparently surreptitious, of his “ Way to
Christ ” again brought him into conflict with the orthodoxy
of Gorlitz, and led to his temporary exile. He was invited
to the electoral court at Dresden, where a conference of
eminent theologians examined him, and was so greatly
impressed by the man that they declared themselves
incompetent to judge him.

In 1624 he was attacked by a fever at the house of a
friend in Silesia, was carried at his own request to his native
town, and there on the 22nd November he expired in a
semi-ecstatic condition.

While serving his apprenticeship at Gorlitz, Jacob
Boéhme acquired some knowledge of chemistry, and he
subsequently made use of Hermetic terminology in a
transfigured and spiritual sense. His example was followed
by his disciples, including the illustrious Saint Martin,
Dionysius Andreas Freher, and William Law. The second-
named writer has treated of the analogy in the process of
the philosophic work to the Redemption of man through
Christ Jesus, as unfolded by Jacob Béhme.

A treatise on metallurgy is ascribed to the theosophist
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BUTLER.

In the reign of James the First the attention of the
curious was attracted by a report of several transmutations
performed in London by an artist of the above name. He
was an Irish gentleman, who had recently returned from
his travels. It was said that he was not himself acquainted
with the secret of the stone, so far as regards its manufac-
ture. To account for possessing it, the following story was
related :—The ship in which he took passage during one
of his voyages was captured by an African pirate, and on
arriving in port he was sold as a slave to an Arabian, who
was an alchemical philosopher. Butler, appearing to his
master skilful and ingenious, was employed in most difficult
operations in the laboratory. Having a perfect knowledge
of the importance of the process, as soon as it was finished
he bargained with an Irish merchant for his ransom, and
made his escape, taking with him a large portion of the red
powder.

The performers of public transmutations generally
found it necessary to conceal their real knowledge by
similar inventions. A ph;rsician, who was a countryman of
Butler, however formed a plan for discovering his secret.
He presented himself as a servant in search of a place,
and was hired in that capacity by Butler. He found the
philosopher so circumspect that he sought in vain for
some circumstance to justify the public report of his
treasures, until at last Butler sent him into the city to
purchase a large quantity of lead and quicksilver.

The disguised doctor now hoped to make a discovery.
He executed his commission with dispatch, and prepared
a little hole in the wall of his master’s room, through
which, from the adjoining apartment he could see what
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arrested him in the name of the prince, robbed him of the
philosophical treasure, and caused him to be cast into
prison. Then this infamous souffleur, whose star had been
overwhelmed by the sun of Sendivogius, proceeded to per-
form transmutations, more than regaining his lost reputa-
tion ; but the report of this discreditable transaction spread,
public opinion decided that the duke was a party to it, and
the wife of the victim applying to the King of Poland, soon
obtained the liberty of alchemist.

Once more Sendivogius appealed for redress to the
Emperor Rodolph, who demanded the person of the souf-
fleur from the Duke of Wiirtemberg. The possessions of
Sendivogius were at once restored, with the exception of
the powder, all knowledge of which was denied. The souf-
fleur was hanged by the duke, but from this time the pupil
of Sethon perceived his sign descending. He had but an
infinitesimal quantity of the powder in his possession,
which, ever in search of notoriety, he dissolved in spirits of
wine, carefully rectified, and began to astonish the phy-
sicians of Cracovia, whither he had again repaired, by the
marvellous cures which he performed with this for a medi-
cine. Desnoyers, secretary to the Queen of Poland, and
one of the alchemist’s biographers, was in possession of a
crown piece which Sendivogius dipped red-hot into the
same spirit, in the presence of Sigismund III., King of
Poland, and which was partially transformed into gold.*
The elixir relieved the same king from the effects of a
serious accident.

When every particle of his powder was expended,

* See Desnoyer’s Letter in Langlet du Fresnoy's Histoire de la Philosophie
Hermétique. Borel, in his Gallic Antiquities, recounts that he, with many
others at Paris, saw this crown-piece. He describes it as partly gold, so far
only as it was steeped in the elixir. The gold part was porous, being specifi-

cally more compact than in its silver state. There was no appearance of sol-
dering, or of the possibility of deception,
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him into conversation on several abstruse subjects, he,
however, declining to the last the initiation which was
offered him.

Michael Sendivogius died at Parma in 1646, aged eighty-
four years, having been counsellor of state to four em-
perors successively. His only daughter had married an
army captain against her father’s wish. He left her no-
thing but a “Treatise on the Salt of the Philosophers,”
which has never been printed, and, therefore, must not be
confused with a spurious work which has been ascribed
to him under a similar title.

The Sethon-Sendivogius treatises are generally known
under the collective title, “A New Light of Alchemy.”
They were written to counteract the many adulterated and
false receipts composed through the fraud and covetousness
of impostors. The procedure they indicate is declared to
be the result of manual experience. “Many men, both
of high and low condition, in these last years past, have to
my knowledge seen Diana unveiled. The extraction of
the soul out of gold or silver, by what vulgar way of
alchymy soever, is but a mere fancy. On the contrary, he
which, in a philosophical way, can, without any fraud and
colourable deceit, make it that it shall really tinge the
basest metal, whether with gain or without gain, with the
colour of gold or silver (abiding all requisite tryals what-
ever), hath the gates of Nature opened to him for the
enquiring into further and higher secrets, and with the
blessing of God to obtain them.”

It is thus in the writings of the alchemists that we are
continually glimpsing or hearing of altitudes beyond trans-
mutation, of regions of achievement which nothing in the
pages of the adepts prove them to have actually explored,
but which in possession of a comprehensive theory of
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When he was brought into the presence of the gold-
seeking Emperor, Gustenhover was forced to admit that
he had not himself prepared the miraculous powder, and
that he was in total ignorance about its nature and com-
position. The monarch regarded this merely as one of the
subterfuges which were common in his experience of
jealous adepts. The goldsmith reiterated his protestations
in vain ; the whole of his powder was speedily exhausted,
yet he found himself still set to the now impossible task of
making gold. He sought a refuge from the fury of the
avaricious wretch, who has been denominated the German
Hermes by an alchemical blasphemy accursed by all sons
of the doctrine; but he was pursued, dragged back, and
immured in the White Tower, where the imperial dragon,
blindly and obstinately convinced that the alchemist was
concealing his secret, detained him for the rest of his life.

The adept who presented the goldsmith with the auri-
ferous gift of misery, the so-called Hirschborgen, is sup-
posed to be identical with Alexander Sethon, at that period
errant, under various disguises, in Germany.

BUSARDIER.

Few particulars are recorded of this adept. He dwelt
at Prague with a lord of the Court, and, falling sick, he
perceived that his immediate death was inevitable. In this
extremity he wrote a letter to his chosen friend Richtausen,
at Vienna, begging him to come and abide with him during
his last moments. On the receipt of this letter, Richtausen
set out, travelling with all expedition, but, on arriving at
Prague, he had the mortification to find that the adept was
no more. He inquired diligently if he had left anything
behind him, and he was informed by the steward of the
nobleman with whom he had lodged that a powder alone
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infernal visitor, and he destroyed his books, furnace, and
apparatus, by the timely advice of his confessor.”

ALBERT BELIN.

Of this Benedictine, who was born at Besangon in 1610,
the amateurs of alchemy and the occult sciences have much
prized the following opuscula :—* A Treatise on Talismans
or Astral figures, demonstrating the exclusively natural
origin of their no less admirable virtues, with the manner
of their composition and their practical utility ;” “ Justifi-
cation of the Sympathetic Powder,” published together at
Paris, 1671, 12mo ; and, in particular, “ The Adventures of
an Unknown Philosopher in the search after and on the
discovery of the Philosophical Stone.” This is divided into
four books, and the manner of accomplishing the magnum
opus is indicated with perspicacity in the fourth. It was
published in duodecimo at Paris in 1664, and has since
been reprinted. In the dedicatory epistle the authorship
is disclaimed by Belin, who remarks that, in accordance
with his profession, he should be occupied with the great
work of divine grace rather than with the natural magnum
opus. The adventures are the production of a young man
with whom he was once well acquainted, and who was then
lately deceased. In the fourth book, the narrator of the
story relates how, with a copy of Raymond Lully in his
hand, he went by himself into a wood, and there he was
interrupted in his studies by a wonderful lady, in a wonder-
ful silverine dress, embroidered with flowers of gold. She
proves to be Wisdom, and is greeted by the student as his
adorable mistress. In her infinite grace and condescension,
the divine incarnation of philosophy instructs her ravished
listener, during three several discourses, in the nature, effects,
and excellences of the rich and fruitful stone, of the matter
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If much be confusion which concerns Thomas Vaughan,
all is chaos.in respect of Eirenzus Philalethes. He would
appear to have emigrated to America at a comparatively
early period. The Amsterdam original edition of his
Experimenta de Praparatione Mercursii Sophici, which was
issued by Daniel Elzevir in 1668, describes that work as
ex manuscriplo philosoplhs Americani, alias ALyrenes Phila-
lethes, natu Angli, habitatione Cosmopolite. In this way,
those who have refrained from identifying him with
Thomas Vaughan, carefully confuse him with George
Starkey, also an Anglo-American, who claimed a familiar
acquaintance with Philalethes, and who, owing his initia-
tion to him, may be considered his philosophical son, but
not his alter ego. Starkey returned to London, and wrote
several chemical books, some of which detail the transmu-
tations performed by Philalethes in the apothecary’s trans-
atlantic laboratory. He died of the plague in London in
1665, while Eirenzus continued publishing for many years
after that date, and lived for some time on intimate terms
with the illustrious Robert Boyle, who, however, has given
us no biographical particulars concerning him.

Not the least curious fact in the history of this mysterious
adept is the apparently complete disappearance of numbers
of his printed works, which an authentic list extends to
some forty volumes, some of which seem perfectly un-
known and unheard of by bibliographers and collectors
alike. Langlet du Fresnoy enumerates several manuscript
treatises, but gives no clue to their whereabouts.

It is from the books of Philalethes himself that we must
be contented to glean the scanty facts of his life. The
thirteenth chapter of the Introitus Apertus ad Occlusum
Regis Palatium contains the following remarkable account
of its author :—

“ All alchemical books abound with obscure enigmas and
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the zaticms [ oow these mry writings will be to men
as cure znic ; and through them gold and silver will be-
come vie as Srr.  Beiteve me. the time s at the door, 1
see it m spirt when we, adeptists, shall return from the
four corters of the earth, aor sha'l we fear any snares that
are @ic against cur fves, but we shall give thanks to the
Lorc cur Geé. I wouid to God that every ingenious man
x the whoie ea-th mderstood this science ; then it would
oniy be vaned for its wisdom. and virtse only would be
had tn honour. I know maxy adepts who have vowed a
oSt secret siience. [ am of another judgment because
of the 2ope I Bave n my God; therefore I consulted
nct with my brethren, or with desh and blood, in these
my writings : God grant that it be to the glory of His
name!”

We are toid In the preface to “ Ripley Revived ™ the
anthors to whom he was at any rate chiefly indebted.
“For my own part. I have canse to honour Bernard
Trevisan, who 5 very ingeniocs. especially in the letter to
Thomas of Boclogme. where I seriously coafess I received
the main [iche in the hidden secret [ do not remember
that ever I learned arythizz from Raymoad Lully. Some
who are not adepts give more instruction to a beginner
than ore whom perfect knowledge makes cautious. I
learned the secret of the mzrwez from oge. the ckalybs from
another, the use of Dina’s Dezes from a third, the asr or
cameieon from another, the gross preparation of the dis-
solvent in another. the number of ¢agyZs in another; but
for operations on the trae matter acd signs of the frae
mercury, 1 know of none like Ripley, though Flamel be
eminent. I know what I say, having learned by experience
what is truth and what is error.

“I have read misleading. sophistical writers, and made
many totilsome, laborious experiments, though but young ;
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transmutatory engagements, he was convicted of treason
and hanged. This occurred on the 2gth of August 1709.

DELISLE.

This artist, whose Christian name is unmentioned by his
biographers, is included by Figuier among the emissaries
or disciples of Lascaris, and much information concerning
him will be found in the Histoire de la Philosophie Her-
métigue by his contemporary, Langlet du Fresnoy. He
was a rustic of low birth in Provence, and he became
acquainted with alchemical experiments by entering the
service of a gentleman who was believed to be in posses-
sion of the stone. This gentleman is supposed to have
received the prize from Lascaris. His operations, however,
fell under suspicion, and he was forced to quit France. He
retired into Switzerland, accompanied by Delisle, who is
said to have assassinated him in the mountains, and to
have thus got possession of a considerable quantity of the
transmuting powder. However this may be, the servant,
re-entered France in disguise, and about the year 1708
attracted general attention by changing lead and iron into
silver and gold. He perambulated Languedoc, the
Dauphiné, and Provence. At Sisteron he connected him-
self with the wife of a certain Alnys, who eventually shared
his fortunes for the space of three years. His renown was
increased by the apparent simplicity of his operations.
He spread powder and oil over iron, thrust it into the fire,
and brought it out a bar of gold. He distributed nails,
knives, and rings partially transmuted, and was particularly
successful in his experiments with common steel.

Cerisy, prior of New Castel, was employed by the Bishop
of Senez to collect evidence concerning the truth of these
marvels. An old gentleman offered Delisle a retreat at his
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bearing all assays. The conversion to silver was made in
the same manner with white powder, and the certificate
which testifies to these occurrences was officially signed on
the 14th December 1760.

A part of the gold manufactured in this manner by
Delisle was subjected to refinement at Paris, where three
medals were struck from it ; one of them was deposited in
the king's cabinet. It bore the inscription Aurum Arte
Factum.

With all his alchemical skill, Delisle was unable to read
or write, and in disposition he was untractable, rude, and
fanatical. He was invited to Court, but he pretended that
the climate he lived in was necessary to the success of his
experiments, inasmuch as his preparations were vegetable.
The Bishop of Senez, suspecting him of unwillingness
rather than inability, obtained a lettre de cacket, after two
years of continual subterfuge on the part of the alchemist,
who was thereupon arrested and taken on the road to
Paris. During the journey, his guards, after endeavouring
to extort his supposed riches, wounded him severely on the
head, in which state, on his arrival at the Bastille, he was
forced to begin his alchemical operations, but after a short
time he persistently refused to proceed, tore continually
the bandages from his wound in the frenzy of his des-
peration, and in the year following his imprisonment he
poisoned himself.

His illegitimate son, Alnys, by some means inherited
a portion of the powder from his mother. He wandered
through Italy and Germany performing transmutations.
On one occasion he made projection before the Duke
of Richlieu, then French ambassador at Vienna, and who
assured the Abbé Langlet that he not only saw the
operation performed, but performed it himself, twice on
gold and forty times on silver.
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The first question put to them when the awe of their
presence had somewhat worn off was as to their situation
in the world beyond.

“ There is no world beyond,” replied d’Alembert.
“ Death is simply the cessation of the evils which have
tortured us. No pleasure is experienced, but, on the
other hand, there is no suffering. I have not met with
Mademoiselle Lespinasse, but I have not seen Lorignet
There is marked sincerity, moreover. Some deceased
persons who have recently joined us inform me that I am
almost forgotten. I am, however, consoled. Men are
unworthy of the trouble we take about them. I never
loved them, now I despise them.”

“What has become of your learning?” said M. de —
to Diderot.

“1 was not learned, as people commonly supposed. My
ready wit adapted all that 1 read, and in writing I borrowed
on every side. Thence comes the desultory character of
my books, which will be unheard of in half a century. The
Encyclopadia, with the merit of which I am honoured,
does not belong to me. The duty of an editor is simply to
set in order the choice of subjects. The man who showed
most talent in the whole of the work was the compiler of
its index, yet no one has dreamed of recognising his
merits.”

“ I praised the enterprise,” said Voltaire, “for it seemed
well fitted to further my philosophical opinions. Talking
of philosophy, I am none too certain that I was in the
right. I have learned strange things since my death, and
have conversed with half a dozen Popes. Clement XIV.
and Benedict, above all, are men of infinite intelligence and
good sense.”

“What most vexes me,” said the Duc de Choiseul, “is
the absence of sex where we dwell. Whatever may be
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history of Joseph Balsamo, because it is thoroughly repre-
sentative of the charlatanic side of alchemy, which
during two centuries of curiosity and credulity had de-
veloped to a deplorable extent. There is no reason to
suppose, despite the veil of mystery which surrounded
Altotas, that he was an adept in anything but the sophisti-
cation of metals, and his skill in alchemical trickery
descended to his pupil. That Balsamo was a powerful
mesmerist, that he could induce clairvoyance with facility
in suitable subjects, that he had dabbled in Arabic
occultism, that he had the faculty of healing magnetically,
are points which the evidence enables us to admit, and
these genuine phenomena supported his titanic impostures,
being themselves supplemented wherever they were weak
or defective by direct and prepared fraud. Thus his
miraculous prophecies, delineations of absent persons,
revelations of private matters, &c., may to some extent be
accounted for by the insatiable curiosity and diligence
which he made use of to procure knowledge of the secrets
of any families with which he came into communication.
Lorenzo declared upon oath during her examination that
many of the pupils had been prepared beforehand by her
husband, but that some had been brought to him unawares,
and that in regard to them she could only suppose he had
been assisted by the marvels of magical art.

His powers, whatever they were, were imparted to some
at least of his Masonic initiates, as may be seen in a
genuine letter addressed to him from Lyons, and which
describes in enthusiastic language the consecration in that
town of the Egyptian lodge called Wisdom Triumphant.
This letter fell into the hands of the Inquisition. It relates
that at the moment when the assembly had entreated of
the Eternal some explicit sign of his approval of their
temple and their offerings, “ and whilst our master was in
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on the serious study of alchemy, and have found the old
theories illustrated by the novel facts, while novel facts
coincided with old theories. As all this has occurred, in
the words of the alchemists, “by a natural process, devoid
of haste or violence,” I may trust that it is no illusory
discovery, and that its future enunciation may give a new
impulse to the study of the Hermetic writings among the
occultists of England and America.
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Borelli (Petri)—Hermetic Catalogue. 12mo. Paris, 1654

Bornetti (D.)—]Jatrochimicus. Franc., 1621.

Borri (G. F.)—La Chiave del Cabinetto. 12mo. Colon,
1681.

Borrichius (O.)—De Ortu et Progressu Chemiz. 4to. Hafnia,
1668,

Borro (Tomaso)—Ze Fieriele Tomaso Borro Opere. Venez.,
1624.

Boyle (Hon. Robert}—Works, us¢fw/, many editions.

Braceschi (J.)—Gebri Explicatio. 4to. Lugd., 1548.

Bradley (Richard}—Work of Nature. (Rare.) 8vo. Dub., 1721.

Brachel (P.}—On Spurious Potable Gold. (German.) 8vo.
Col,, 1607.

Brandaw (M. Erbineusd)—12 Columnz Nature et Artis. 8vo.
Lip., 1689.

Brebil (J. F.)—Concursus Philosophorum. 8vo. Jena, 1726.

Brendelius (Zac.)—De Chimia in Artis Formam Redacta, ubi
de Auro Potabile Agit. 8vo. Jenw, 1630.
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Casar \TO—Akchemie Specokom.  (Germaex.) Svo.  Franco,
Wi
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Lulli (Raymundi, en adept)—Cantilena ad Regem Anglorum.
8vo. Colon., 1553.

Summaria Lapidis Abbreviationes. Fol. Basil, 1561.

——— Mercuriorum Repertorium Apertorium. 8vo. Colon.,
1566.

De Aquis Mineral Epist. Rupert. 8vo. Colon., 1567.
——— Testamentum Novissimum. 8vo. Basil, 1572.
——— De Secretis Medicina Magna. Basil, 1600.

——— Secreta Magnalia Alchimia. Lugd. Bat., 1602.
—— Le Vade Mecum. Abr2gede 'Art. 8vo. Paris, 1613.
De Conservatione Vite. 8vo. Argent., 1616.
Testament and Codicil. 8vo. Lond., 1680.
Clavicule, or Little Key. 24mo. Lond., 1680.
Blaquerna in Lullium—De Amico et Amate.  3zmo.

Paris.

Lullius Redivivus. 8vo. Norim., 1703.
——— Histoire R. L. par Vernon. 12mo. Paris, 1668.
Lumitre—La Lumitre sortant des Tenébres. 12mo. Paris,1687.
Maffei (G. E.)—Scala Naturale. 8vo. Venet., 1564.
Magni Philosophorum Arcani Revelator. 12mo. Geneva,
1688.
Majeri (M.)—Lusus Serius. 50 Figs. 4to. Fran., 1617.
Simbola Aurex Mensz. 4to. Franc.,, 1617.
Tripus Aureus. 4to. Franc, 16—.
——— Septimana Philosophica. 4to. Franc., 1620.
——— De Circuito Physico Quadrato. 4to. Franc., 1616.
Arcana Arcanissima. 4to. Londini, 1614.
——— Atalanta Fugiens. 4to. Oppenheimii, 1618.
Silentium Post Clamores. 8vo. Franc., 1617.
——— Themis Aurea. 8vo. Franc, 1618,
Jocus Severus. 4to. Franc., 1617.
Maieri Viatorium. 4to. Franc., 1618.
——— De Rosea Cruce. 4to. Franc., 1618.
——— Cantilenz Intellectuales. 16mo. Roma., 1622.
Quatuor Anguli Mundi.
——— Ulyssus. 8vo. Franc., 1628.
Verum Inventum. 8vo. Franc., 1619.
Civitas Corporis Humani. 8vo. Franc., 1621.
Museum Chimicum. 4to. Franc., 1708.
(Some of these rare works areembellished with curious and beautsficl
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Palladium Spagiricum. 8vo. Paris, 1624.

Palmarii (Petri, M.D., Paris}—Lapis Philosophicus. 8vo.
Paris, 1609.

Pamphilus (Lucidas)—Theatri Alchymistico-Medici breve et
jucundum spectaculum. 8vo. 1681.

Pans® (Mart.)—Libellus Aureus. 8vo. Lips., 1615.

Pantaleonis—Bifolium Metallicum. 8vo. Norimbérge, 1676.

Pantheus (J. A.)—Sacerdos Venetus, de Arte et Theoria
Transmutationis Metallicis. 8vo. Paris, 1550.

Paracelsi Theophrasti Opera Omnia. ' 3 v. Fol. Gen., 1662.
Compendium Vita: et Catalogus. Basil, 1568.
Pyrophilia Vexationem. 8vo. Basil, 1568.

——— Septem Libri de Gradibus Philosophizz Magnz.
——— De Tartaro. 8vo. Basil, 1570.

~——— Archidoxorum, lib. x. 8vo. Colon., 1570.

Aurora. 8vo. Basil, 1577,

Key of Philosophy. 8vo. Lond., 1580.

De Mercuriis Metallorum. 8vo. Colon., 1582.
Medico-Chimico Chirurgica. 12t. 4to. Franc., 1603.
Sympathy. 8vo. Lond., 1656.

Chemical Transmutation. 8vo. Lond., 1657.
Philosophy to the Athenians. 12mo. Lond., 1657.
Prescription of 114 Cures. 4to. 1659.

Archidoxis of Arcana and Elixirs. 8vo. London,

1663.

Philosophiz Adepte. 8vo. Basil

Parkhurst’s Sympathetic Mummy. Lond., 1653.

Partricii (F.)—Magia Philos. Zoroastris. 8vo. Hamb., 1593.

Partridge (John)—Treasury of Secrets. 8vo. Lond., 1591.

Paysan—Le Petit Paysan. Alchemical. (German, rare.) 8vo.
Strasb., 1619.

Pellagii Greci, In Democritum Abderitam, de Arte Sacra, sive
de Rebus Mysticis, et Naturalibus comment. 8vo. Coloniz,
1574

Pelletier, L'Alcaest de Helmont. (ZEsteemed.) 12mo. Rouen,
1704.

Penotus (B.)—Alchemist’s Enchiridion. 12mo. Lond., 1692.
De Materia Lapidis Philosophorum. 8vo. Bemn.,

1608.
Persons (David)—Salamandra. 4to. Lond.,, 1636.
Petrei (H.)—Nosologia Hermetica. 4to. Marpurg, 1614.
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Sorteen /A ex —Cavis Alcdem’z. (Germax.) 8vo. Montis.,
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Sei-m PEwgziaezm. 8vo. Hamb., 1660.

Swoienborgii (Em )—Reznom Miceralee 3 v. Fol  Lig,
1734

S+nes—D: Sagientia Divina.  1zmo. Laut-t. 16353.

T. W.—Marrow of C-emical Pzysic. Lond., 1659.

Tatulz Septem Synopsim Lapidis.  Erph., 1598.

Tackemius (Ot )—De Liguore Alkest 4to. Hamb., 1655.
— Hippocrates’ Viperine Salt.  4to. London, 1677.

Tarkii (].)—Tnplex Phasis Sophicus So.is arbe expiditus. 4to.
Franc., 1653 °

Tankins (J.)—Collection of Alchemy in German. Leipsic.
1610.

Teichmeyeri (H. F.)—Institutiones. Jenz, 1729.

Tenzelius (A )—Med<cina Diastatica. 1z2mo. Jenz, 1629.
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nard, Bernaud, Bona, Brentzius, Brosse, Blawenstein, Caravantis,
Colleson, Christopher, Dee, Dornea, Democritus, Egidius, Eck,
Ficinus, Fanian, Flamel, Ferarius, Gaston, Greverius, Grossius,
Haymonis, Hermes, Hogheland, Hornius, Isaac, Kalid, Lagneus,
Lasinoro, Lavinius, Lacinius, Lampsprink, Lully, Muffetus, Mary,
P. Mirandola, Micreris, Meneus, Monachus, Nigrius, Orthelius,
Odomar, Ortholan, Ponlanus, Penotus, Pantheus, Plato, Phedio,
Quercetan, Rhedargii, Rupecissa, Ripley, Richard, Rosary, Phasis,
Sendivogius, Silento, M. Scott, Trithemius, Turba, Troginani,
Vogelius, Ventma, Vallensis, Vigenerus, Zacharia, Zonetus, Zadith.
6 v. 8vo. Argent., 1662.

Theobaldi (Zach.)—Arcana Nature. 4to. Norin., 1628.

Thoma Aquinatis—Secreta Alchemiz. 4to. Colon., 1579.

——— Thesaurus Alchemize. 8vo. Lugd., 1602.
— De Esse et Essentia Mineralium. (Spurious.) 4to.
Venet., 1488.

Thor ((;.)—Cheiragogia Heliana. (English.) 8vo. Lond,
1650.

‘Thornburgh (John)—Nihil, aliquid, omnia in gratiam eorum
qui artem auriferam Phisico-chimice et pie profitentur.  4to,
Qxon., 1621. ™
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Rosary, Speculum, Questions, Flos Florum, &c. Fol. Lugd,
1520.
Villanovani (Petri), compiler—Speculum. Duz, 1626.
Vittestein—De Quinta Essentia. 8vo. Basil, 1582.
Vogelii (Ewal.)—De Lapide Physici. Colon., 1575.
Vonderbeet (D.) —Experimenta. Ferrarie, 1688.
Wallerus—Chemia Physica. 8vo. Lond.
Water—The Water Stone of the Wise. 8vo. Lond., 1659.
Webster’s History of Metals. 4to. Lond., 1671.
Wecker (Dr, of Basle)—Secrets. 8vo. Lyons, 1643.
Weidenfeld (J. J.)—Secrets of the Adepts. 4to. Lond., 168s.
Weidnerus (J.)—De Arte Chimica. 4to. Basil, 1610.
Wickffbain (J. P.)—Salamandra. Norimb., 1683.
Williams (W.)—Occult Physics. 8vo. Lond., 1660.
Willis (T.)—Theophisical Alchemy. 8vo. Lond., 1616.
Opera Omnia Medicin. 2 v. Lugd., 1681.
Wilson (G.)—Three Hundred Unknown Experiments. Lond.,
1699.
Wirdig (Sebas.)— Medicina Spiritum. Norimberg, 1675.
Wittestein (C.)—De Quinta Essentia. 8vo. Basil, 1583.
Wittichius (J.)—De Lapide Philos. 8vo. Francof.,, 1625.
Zacharia—Clavis Spagirica. 4to. Venet., 1611.
Zacharii (D., adept)—La Vraie Philosophie des Metaux.  8vo.
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De Chimico Miracule. 8vo. Basil, 1583.
Zadith —Antiquissimi Philos. 8vo. Argent., 1566.
Zelator (J.)—Alchemistici. 8vo. Basil, 1606.

Note.—The titles of some of the treatises enumerated above
have been mutilated by the original bibliographers, and owing
to the extreme rarity of most alchemical books, it has been
impossible to correct all errors.
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FORTUNE-TELLING CARDS.—THE TAROT; Its

Occult Signification, Use in Fortune-Telling, and Method of Play, &c.
By S. L. MACGREGOR MATHERS.

“The designs of the twenty-one trump cards are extremely singular; in order to give
some idea of the manner in which Mr Mather uses them in fortune-telling it is necessary to
mention them in detail, together with the general signification which he attaches to each of
them. The would-be cartomancer may then draw his own particular conclusions, and he
will find considerable latitude for framing them in accordance with his predilections. It
should further be mentioned that each of the cards when rever<ed conveys a meaning the
contrary of its primary signification. No. 1 is the Bateleur or Juggler, called also Pagad :
the latter designation is adduced by Count de Gebelin in proof of the Oriental origin of
‘Tarots, it being derived from PAG, chief or master, and GAD, fortune. The Juggler sym-

bolize¢ Will. s. The High Pri or female Pope, rep Sci Wisdom, or Know-
ledge. 3. The Empress, is the symbol of Action or Initiative. 4. The Emperor, represents
Realization or Develop s. The Hieroph or Pope is the Symbol of Mercy and

Beneficence. 6. The Lovers, signify Wise Disposition and Trials surmounted. 7. The
Chariot, represents Triumph, Victory over Obstacles. 8. Themis or Justice, symbolizes
Equilibrium and Justice. g. The Hermit, d Prud 10. The Wheel of Fortune,
represents Fortune, good or bad. 11. Fortitude, symbolizes Power or Might. 12. The
Hanged Man—a man suspended head downwards by one leg—means Devotion, Self-Sacri-
fice. 13. Death, signifies Transformation or Change. 14. Temperance, typifies Combination.
-18. The Devil, is the image of Fate or Fatality. 16. The Lightning-struck Tower, called
also Maison-Dieu, shows Ruin, Disruption. 17. The Star, is the Emblem of Hope. 18. The
Moon, symbolises Twilight, Deception, and Error. 19. The Sun, signifies Earthly Happi-
ness. 20. The Last Judgment, means Renewal, Determination of a matter. 2r. The
Universe, represents Completion and Reward. o. The Foolish Man, signifies Expiation or
Wavering. Separate meanings, with their respective converses, are also attached to each of
the other cards in the pack, so that when they have been dealt out and arranged in any of
the combinations rec jed by the author for purposes of divination, the inquirer has
only to use this little volume as a dictionary in order to read his fate."—Saturday Review.

GEORGE REDWAY, YORK STREET, COVENT GARDEN.
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