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than any other. Beastiality is a sin, because it degrades man,

both body and soul, but when with Incubus it is quite the re-

verse. For the Incubus, by reason of his rational and immortal

spirit, is equal to man; and by reason of his body more noble,

because more subtile, he is more perfect and more dignified than

man. Consequently, when having intercourse with an Incubus,

man does not degrade, but rather dignifies his nature.

Beloved student, you may question why the writ-

ings of a Catholic are thus brought prominently to

the fore. The reasons are many. Among these is

the fact that many students of the mysterious consid-

er that only the Occultist and Mystic, who is consid-

ered slightly weak anyhow by the people, has believed

in these things. Herein it is shown, without danger

of contradiction, that all the Church Fathers, even the

Councils, have believed in this very thing.

Another reason is that it strengthens my contention

that the Immaculate Conception is not only possible

but that it is an absolute fact.

Still another reason is, that by quoting the Church

itself on these points, there is no danger of my chal-

lenge ever being accepted, for to do so would over-

throw the very foundation of religion. The work has,

therefore, served its purpose, and served it well.

The student will bear in mind that all the paragraphs num-
bered appear in the original book, known as "Demoniality; or,

Incubi and Succubi," by the Rev. Father Sinistrari of Ameno,

(17th century,) although many had to be changed on account

of the plain language used. All other parts are original, and

for which the present publisher is responsible.

A number of entirely new Laws are given, and I

challenge the entire world for a successful contradic-

tion of them.

Furthermore, it would seem that the desire of the Elementals

is to come into contact with mankind for the purpose of inter-

course, and Immortality through that. Let me tell you frankly

that such is not the case*- All that these Elementals desire is to
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come into contact with true humanity and be loved by such,

for they can become Immortal through this love just as well as

through the intercourse, if not more easily so, since intercourse

may lead to degradation. All that these Beautiful Beings desire

is the love of those with whom they come into contact. They

actually do not seek any other intercourse, but, like all women
of the earth plane, they would not refuse the one whom they

thus love.

It may be questioned whether, to my personal and

absolute knowledge these things are facts, I answer,

they are absolutely true in every respect. I know of

those who, being Initiates of the JEth Brotherhood,

have been able to save hundreds of these Beautiful

Elementals. On the other hand, I know of many
who have been the victims of disembodied Vampires....

I have had both men and women to come to me from

nearly every part of our country and plead with me
to help them get rid of these deadly Vampires who
were sapping their very life by sapping them of their

vitality. In every case I have been successful. Thus

do I know that these things are absolute facts, and,

through the following of these Laws for many years,

without failure in any case, I know that they are

absolute.

The student will excuse me for making these personal re-

marks, but they are required in order to show that the things

set forth are true.
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T5he Secret Instructions.

THE ELEMENTS.

The Ancient Masters recognized four original elements, which

they called Fire, Water, Earth and Air. The ruling powers of

these elements are known as Elementals. There has been a

misunderstanding concerning these beings by even some of the

best of scholars, and they have been mixed up with the Ele-

ment aries.

The Elementaries are those beings which man creates by a

thought.

The Elementals are the beings of the elements.

For instance, the Gnomes are the spirits or messengers of

Earth.

In modern times Paracelsus gave this name to these entities,

and he did this because he found them to be true Etheric know-

ers. However, it must be borne in mind that they can only

know the things which concern their own elements—the ele-

ments of Earth.

The Gnomes, as well as the spirits of the other elements, will

become the true friends of men, if they are treated right. How-

ever, they will, as a rule, not give the secret of the precious

metals to mankind unless under certain circumstances. Under

some circumstanres they will become the most bitter enemies

of mankind.
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THE ELEMANTARY WORLD.
The sub-mineral, the mineral, the vegetable, and the animal

worlds, are each presided over by a great created intelligence.

Each dominion, or world, is peopled with unnumbered beings.

Those of the sub-mineral are known as Sylphs; those of the

mineral, Gnomes; those of the vegetable, Undines; and those

of the animal, Salamanders.

Further, and in its most powerful aspect, the Gnomes are the

spirits of the earth, the Salamanders the spirits of fire, the

Sylphs the spirits of air, and the Undines the spirits of water.

Gob is the King of the Gnomes, and is usually in a dread

form; the fierce and terrible Djin is the King of the Salaman-

ders; the graceful Paralda, Queen of the Sylphs; and the beau-

tiful although fateful Nicksa, Queen of the Undines.

The last two, Paralda, Queen of the Sylphs, and Nicksa,

Queen of the Undines, are the most friendly to man. The first

two are the most potent, but the most difficult to control.

The Great Law concerning these Beings is : "If

thou wouldst be loved by fairy queens, by Sylphs and

Undines, and the beautiful damsals of light, be chaste

as the moon toward earthly women; for the element-

al spirits are ofttimes jealous of the daughters of

men."

—

Magical zAxiom.

The throne of Paralda, Queen of Sylphs, is to the East; of

Gob, of the Gnomes, to the North; of Nicksa, of the Undines,

to the West; and of Djin, of the Salamanders, to the South.

The Occult or Magical Master has dominion over

all these Sovereigns of Nature, and, under fixed laws,

can direct their especial forces for the good of the hu-

man race.

THE FIRST STEP.

It is, first of all, necessary to purify the heart by Faith, and

the greatest Axiom of the Occult or Magical Master is:

"Go forward and Faith will come to you."

Thus D'Lembert remarked to some one who complained of the

cloud which certain demonstrations had left in his understand-

ing.
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He who doubts is condemned to failure, but if he holds to

the one idea he will succeed, for, as he goes forward, so will

faith come to him. Here will we meet with the Potent Law,

so ably given by Tennyson, in "Vivian:"

"And since he kept his mind on one sole aim,

Nor ever touch fierce wine, nor tasted flesh,

Nor owned a sensual wish, to him the wall

That sunders ghosts and shadow-casting men
Became a crystal, and he saw them thro' it,

And heard their voices talk behind the wall,

And learned their elemental secrets,

Powers and forces."

This is the great law, and the sooner the student will learn to

understand the sooner he can become Master.

He who enters into the natural way of holy living,

may see the Silence of his Soul absolutely certain of

success. He can then command in Love, and it shall

be. He can then call upon the popentates of the East

to purify the air, and it shall be; and thus with all

things. The Elementals of Fire, Sylphs and Undines

are best controlled through Love, as that is their de-

sire, but they may be commanded by mere Force, but

this is not advisable.

OUR GUARDIAN ANGELS.
The spirits of the various divisions of time are the guardians

of everything evolved or born. But a special Intelligence is or-

dained to accompany every person, and is known as the Person-

al Guardian, who acts in conjunction with the Zodiacal and

Planetary Angels. It is for this reason that Talismans and Am-
ulets, made properly under certain signs, must have a certain

influence upon the wearer, and draw nigh the Planetary Spirits

and cause them to give their help.

The Personal Guardian never, for a moment, leaves the Soul.

It is the adviser of the Soul, and it acts through what is known
to the true Occultist and Mystic as the "Still Small Voice With-

in."

The four great steps which all Neophytes must know and



91 THE DIVINE MYSTERY.



THK DIVINE MYSTERY. 95

understand are.

To Know.

To Will.

To Dare.

To Keep Silent.

This embraces: First, knowledge of the ways and means to

accomplish; second, the intention to perform; third, the cour-

age to execute; and, lastly, in Silence is typified not the mere

habitual absence of expression, not alone the concealing of dan-

gerous secrets from the unworthy, but, also, the complete shut-

ting out of all extraneous things that would interfere with the

purpose and intent of the operation, and especially the refrain-

ing from all boasting as to results. Silence is, in fact, a cardinal

principle with the true Philosopher, and is enjoined by all

schools. It is a known fact that all magicians who have boasted

of their works have come to violent deaths.—Dr. Zell.

The reason that men do not consciously recognize their Guar-

dian Angels, is that they have misused their power of dominion

and have become tyrants, destroying in the most relentless

manner the creatures of the four inferior worlds—those ruled

by the Sylph, whose potentate is Paralda; that of the Gnomes,

which is ruled by the potentate Gob; that of the Undines,

whose potentate is Nicksa; and that or the Salamanders, whose

King is Djin.

Because of this destruction by man, all the kingdoms of na-

ture have combined against man, and each world has thrown

into his body such material that his sensitiveness has been great-

ly impaired, and man must retrace his steps and recognize the

right of every living creature before he can again come into com-

munication with those Forces, and see and hear the mysteries

that they have to unfold. Every particle of cruelty and ani-

mosity, as well as self-righteousness and self-sufficiency, must

be eliminated from the personality before one can hope to se-

cure the services of these beings of the four worlds *

* The student should read "The Irreconcilable Gnome."

—

La Petit Albert,
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INVOCATION.
When once the Neophyte has freed himself from cruelty, and

has in his or her soul an all-consuming love for the handiwork

of God, he may, by appropriate means, evoke the creatures of

the elementary worlds, and they will at once break the chains

that bind him, and help him in every v/a'y possible.

This can also be accomplished without this Love; by force of

the Invocation, but this is extremely dangerous, and these very

forces v/ill destroy such.

It is by far best to rule through love, for

"Love rules the court, the camp, the grove,

And men below and saints above,

For love is heaven and heaven is love."

—Scott.

MAGICAL INVOCATION.
"Learn thyself to triumph over fear by wisdom, and spirits

will come down out of heaven to serve thee. I, Solomon, thy

father, King of Israel and Palmyra, have sought and obtained

for my portion the holy Chocmah, which is the wisdom of

Adonai. And I have become the king of spirits, both of heav-

en and earth, the Masters of the powers of the air and the liv-

ing souls of the seas, because I possess the key of the Secret

Gates of Light."

Secret Clavicle of Solomon, addressed to his son Rehoboam.

"The art of magic is the art of employing Invisible,

or so-called Spiritual agencies, to obtain visible re-

sults."—Hartmann.

Carry into the Silence of the Soul the consecrated Hexagram,

the Seal of Solomon and King, and the Magic Wand*. The

body must be cleansed through purification. The operator

must then look to the east, and point thither with the Wand,

breathe freely seven times, and in a clear voice say:

"In the name of the Sacred Tetragrammation, I invoke thee,

Paralda."

* See the "Grand Grimore" for full instruction for making

Wand,
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Then turning to the north, and pointing thither with the

Wand, and breathing seven times, say:

"In the name of the Sacred Tetregrammation, I invoke thee,

Gob."

Then turning to the west, and pointing thither with the

Wand, and breathing seven times, say:

"In the name of the Sacred Tetregrammation, I invoke thee,

Nicksa."

Then turning to the south, and pointing thither with the

Wand, and breathing seven times, say:

"In the name of the Sacred Tetregrammation, I invoke thee,

Djin."

Then turning to the east, and, looking upward, complete the

Invocation by saying:

"Let the Holy Breath penetrate every fibre of my
body, and cleanse me. Let the living Mercury of earth

' touch. every resistant molecule in my body, dissolving

it and cleansing me. Let the Waters of Life flow

through every nerve and artery of my body, and

cleanse me. Let the burning Fire of God consume

all dross of my body. Then shall I be worthy to

stand in the presence of the Masters."

During the entire time of this Invocation the Hexagram

should be suspended directly over head.

After the Invocation it is necessary to dismiss the Elementals,

and this should be done in a manner that will help them:

—

"May the peace and love of God, our Father, ever be with

you, and may it be His will that one and all may reach that

Immortality of the Soul which all desire."

MAN'S LOST KINGDOM.
Man has lost his knowledge by cruelty to the four orders of

the inferior Intelligences. Because of bis cruelty all nature has

arrayed itself against him, and all entities have joined in the

destruction of man's sensitized state. To be restored, love must

take the place of this cruelty and hate, and by determined ef-

fort this may be speedily accomplished. Love is the Key to

Redemption, as it is to Regeneration and Immortality,
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Let your motto be: Let love to all creatures, in the lower

and in the higher heavens, be the emblem of my soul. May I

be able to transmute all hate, bigotism and self-righteousness

into that love which the Gods would want me have.

TIME OF INVOCATION.
The Invocation to the Elementals should always be observed

at 6 o'clock in the morning, 12 noon, and 6 in the evening. At

midnight under special circumstances.

DAILY EXERCISES.

The Three Breaths, or Three Beatitudes.

First. The Inspiration of God in all His characteristics and

attributes. A full deep breath filling all parts of the body. The

thought is of vast importance.

Second. Breath of Discrimination, or of drawing in the spir-

itual ether or JEth from the ordinary air. Take a deep full in-

spiration, expire in short puffs, keeping or holding in mind

continually the thought or prayer, "I will to become (whatever

the desire may be, but such desire must be one that is pure and

holy.)"

Third. Breath of Exaltation, Aspiration, reaching up, holding

in thought the highest possible spiritual ideal.

These exercises should be followed morning, noon and night.

The Invocation to the Elementals should be followed every

day.

THE OMNIFIC WORD.
Love is really the Omnific Word. It is the Lost Word of

which so much has been said; but this word cannot be pro-

nounced. In fact, it could never be pronounced. The Word
must be made flesh, that is, it must become personified in the

one who would use it. It must be developed in the soul; it

then becomes a Word of mighty power.

Love is a Talisman. It is Omnific. It will control

all the influences of Paralda, Gob, Nicksa and Djin.

It can cure all manner of diseases, cast out demons,

and even raise the dead.

SACRIFICES.

In order to be most successful in this great work, sacrifices
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are necessary, but these are not to be of the old dispensation

type, not sacrifices of blood, but of love.

The sacrifice to nature. There is a law of equivalents—that

we must give to whatever gives to us. Nature gives to us our

bodies, and we are in debt to nature for them. There is a great

^ personality called Diva, and known as the God of Nature.

Under this Diva are the potentates of Fire, of Earth, of Water

and of Air, whose names, as you have been taught, are Djin,

Gob, Nicksa and Paralda.

We must pay homage to the great potentiality, Diva, if we

wish to invoke these potentates.

An ancient article reads thus: "Angi (fire) is the mouth of

the Gods," and the ancient world believed in the necessity of

this sacrifice. So they instituted the Sacrificial Altar, or the altar

of burnt offerings, and they burned all manner of things there-

on. This was a sacrifice incident to the childhood of the race,

which we have outgrown, and we now repay Nature for all her

benefits by helping her to provide for her children.

The Second Sacrifice.—This is the Sacrifice of Knowledge.

She gave us much, and we must offer her the best we have

—

the best time for study and research.

The Third Sacrifice.—This is to Humanity. The race must

be represented by particular persons. We must seek and find

such as need, and note the willingness with which we give, and

know that even a cup of water given to a famishing one is for

the race.

The Fourth Sacrifice.—This is to the world below the human
—to the birds, animals, and other living things. Kindness and

consideration for them is considered as a sacrifice. No day

should pass that we do not spread some little food upon the

ground somewhere for something living. It is natural that

those living in the country, where Nature is at her best, should

have the greatest opportunities, but all can do something.
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THE HUMAN SOUL BEFORE

BIRTH AND AFTER DEATH.

Constitution of Man and the Universe.

Key of the Gospels.

Gospel Initiation.

ACCORDING TO PISTIS SOPHIA.

From the Coptic (Egyptian)

Manuscript of Pistis Sophia,

BY M. E. AMEL1NEAU.

The Manuscript here used is that owned by

Frank Oscar Biberstein, 38 A,

And no doubt the only one owned in

America.

The Imperialistic Council is indebted to Brother

Biberstein for the privilege of allowing this val-

uable work to be placed before the Members of

the Order. This old manuscript of the Coptic

Christians is in perfect harmony with the Doc-

trines set forth concerning the Elementals.
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Sophia.

by n
M. E. AMELINEAU,

As in all known Gnostic works, and we have knowledge of

at least four of them, the revelation of the wonderful Gnosis,

the knowledge of which places the happy possessor in a position

infinitely advantageous to obtain eternal happiness after death

is put in the mouth of Jesus, resuscitated from among the dead.

The author of Pistis Sophia assures us that after His resur-

rection, Jesus passed seven years in teaching his admirable

Gnosis to His Disciples, and to the company of men and wo-

men who had followed Him.

When the first scene of the book opens, Jesus is seated on

the Mount of Olives with all those who surround Him, the

twelve Apostles, Mary His mother, Mary Magdalen, Martha and

Salome. (These are at least the principal actors, who speak

one after another, as the initiation is unfolded.)

Hardly have we settled on the place where the following

scenes are to take place, when Jesus, seated a little apart from

His Disciples, is surrounded with a great light which serves Him
as a vestment, and transports Him to the heavens in the midst

of the freight of the cosmic elements. His Disciples are in a

state of astonishment and stuperfaction at the sight of the light

which has taken Jesus away. They make their prayers heard,

and Jesus comes back to them to explain the mysteries that He

can and must explain to them. He explains to them at first
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that He has gone towards His Father; that the vestment of light

that was brought to Him on the Mount of Olives was the very

same that He laid down in one of the Eons when He descended

on the earth. He begins then to explain to them certain words

of the Gospel and certain acts preparatory to His descent on the

earth, as the coming of Ellas in the person to John and the an-

nunciation of Gabriel to Mary, the election of the Apostles in

consequence of putting superior souls into their bodies at the

moment of conception.

Then, all at once, and without any transition, and, one must

almost say, without the least detail of the book indicating any

break, He tells of His ascent into the Superior Mysteries of the

Eons. In these different mysteries of the different Enos, the

chiefs, or archons, of each place, the guardians of the gates and

all the inhabitants of the Eons crossed, made way at His pres-

ence, astonished, stupefied, overcome, constrained by the magic

words with which the garment of light which is upon Jesus is

covered.

But Jesus in some of these Eons (and there again is a break

in the continuity of the recital without there being any break in

the text) only retires after punishment on a certain number of

their inhabitants. The archons, indeed, at sight of Him, wished

to fight the light which clothed Him. They were punished for

it by the taking av/ay of a third of their light which was found

in them, by the changing of the revolution of their spheres,

which turned them to the left in place of turning to the right,

which threw the greatest confusion into the horoscopes which

skillful men were drawing on earth, and caused them great con-

fusion since they knew not of this change, and calculated as if

the astral movement were continuous, while during six months

it was to the left and during six months to the right. But this

did not prevent their work from being right when the move-

ment corresponded to the original motion which took place

during half of the year.

By a change of subject sudden enough, Jesus, at a question

from Mary Magdalen, explained to her how souls would have

been able to wait in the Eon in question until the number of
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perfect souls should be filled; then how these souls had been

created, how they had shared the fate of the spheres whose rev-

olution had been changed inversely, and then Jesus took up a

continuation of the first subject of which He had spoken. It

was then that Pistis Sophia appears, whose misfortunes and

whose safety will be related at length in the work.

This Pistis Sophia was one of the twenty-four superior em-

anations. Looking up one day she saw the Light in the "firm-

ament of the Grand Treasury of Light." She wished to reach

the place, and ceased to practice the mystery of the place which

she inhabited. She sang a hymn to the light which she had

seen. But in place of being heard, she knew that she had only

drawn the jealously and hatred of those who shared her dwell-

ing. They pursued her. She fled beyond her Eon, fell into

the depths of Shadowy Chaos, and there found herself the ob-

ject of all the attacks of the archons of this chaos and of those

who are found beneath it. These archons, created by emana-

tion a crowd of strange beings, whose mission it was to take

from Pistis Sophia the luminous part which belonged to her.

She was then plunged into all the horrors of the shades, and

was the object of all the attacks of the diverse and horrible

emanations created to fight her. But, if her trials were great,

her courage was still greater. She did not lose her confidence

at all. She turned to the light and addressed to it a hymn of

repentance, or "a repentance," as the text expresses it. This

repentance, like the twelve following, is based on the Psalms

suited to the different states through which she passes, and, in

order to make the thing clearer, the Disciples, men and women
gave the explanation of it, reciting just the Psalm from which

the repentance was copied. At the ninth repentance Sophia is

heard. Jesus, the Savior, is sent to her, and draws her by de-

grees from the miserable state where she is, then finally saves

her from chaos. The repentances are then changed to thanks-

givings. Jesus leads her below the thirteenth Eon, and leaves

her there, charging her to call Him when the time should come

when certain archons would desire to maltreat her. This time

comes when Jesus is in the world of men on the Mount of
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Olives. Jesus went, then, to her aid as He had promised, and

leads her into the thirteenth Eon. Meanwhile, after the thir-

teenth repentance of Pistis Sophia, and in the midst of the ex-

planation of her first hymn of thanksgiving, the text is all at

once interrupted by a page inserted, on the left hand page of

folio 114, which contains a theme altogether different from those

we have found up to this time. Then the folio 115, on the right

hand page, is this title: "Second Volume of Pistis Sophia," and

this second volume opens by the continuation of the preceding

explanation, that is to say, the explanations of the first hymn
of thanksgiving uttered by Pistis Sophia.

After Pistis Sophia has been reinstated in her Eon, the book

changes its style; that is to say, questions, v/hich up to this point,

have been found only at times, become the general rule from

this time forward.

These questions relate at first to certain particular points of

the constitution of the invisible worlds; then they turn almost

entirely on eschatological problems, and the different questions

to which they give rise, for different categories of souls. 1 will

not devote myself to analyzing them here. The reader will

find them all at length in the work which I have translated.

That which will suffice now is to show that safety after death

will correspond to the degree of initiation received by souls;

that sinning souls not initiated may be saved by the faithful;

that sinning and initiated souls are condemned to be lost irre-

vokably, and nothing can save them.

I should add here that one of the chief features of the Valen-

tinian eschatology in the Pistis Sophia is the possibility of

amending a former evil life by a second better one, for the dis-

ciples of Valentine and Valentine himself accepted absolutely

the doctrine of transmigration of souls.

Here, again, the explanations which Jesus gives His Disciples

are all at once interrupted by a title thrown right into the midst

of their unfolding. (A part of the books of the Savior.) The
passage thus announced comprises two leaves. It does not con-

cern, closely or remotely, that which precedes or that which

follows, and the third leaf after this title is a continuation of
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the seemingly so inappropriately interrupted explanations.

These explanations continue by the examination of new ques-

tions, which the Disciples raise in the eschatological ethics of

Valentinism. These give Jesus an opportunity to describe cer-

tain particulars of the Valentenian Inferno up to the moment
when a new direction of the work is announced by the title:

"Extracts from the Books of the Savior." This part is no

more finished, it seems to me, than the others. It is Mary

Magdalene who speaks in the last lines, and her sentence does

not seem to be complete.

With the "Extract from the Book of the Savior," I have just

said, the Gnostic work takes a new turn. The opening part

shows that it is entirely a new book that we have here, for it

commences with these words: "It came to pass, then, that after

they had crucified our Lord, that the third day He rose from

among the dead." As in other books, as I have already shown,

the Disciples gathered near the Savior, on the borders of the

Sea, and address a prayer to Him, to which Jesus responded,

explaining to them the position of the planets after having

placed them at His right hand. These planets are five in num-

ber—Saturn, Mars, Mercury, Venus and Jupiter. They are

governed by the last, in which is placed Sabaoth, the little and

the good. Then on the question of Mary Magdalene, what are

the paths of the Midst, which are five in number, each of which

has for its governor archons, whose names are given, names as

strange as the forms of these archons? Then Jesus sends away

the powers of the left to the place that they should occupy.

Urged again by His Disciples, He replies to them that He was

to confer on them the Baptism for the Remission of Sins, and,

in fact He does confer it on them. After having thus conferred

this Baptism, Jesus said to His Disciples that there are other

Baptisms, and He undertook their expiation.

The real conclusion of the work is found shortened, I believe,

in a page which is attached to the end of the manuscript. It

speaks of the dispersion of the Apostles, three by three, towards

the cardinal points, to preach the good news of the Gnostic

Gospel. Christ confirming their preaching by signs and won-
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ders, in such a way that the whole earth might know the King-

dom of God.

CHAPTER II.

7he Universe.

The Pleroma, or Universe, physical and super-physical, is

composed of three worlds, of three planes which interpenetrate

each other, and which are separated in the illustrations to facil-

itate the description.

The higher, or Celestial plane, is formed, according to the

author of Pistis Sophia, of twenty-four concentric circles which

he calls the twenty-four mysteries. They correspond to the

twenty-four elders of the Apocalypse, and have for key the

twenty-four jewels which adorn the mystic name Yod-He-Vau-

He. (See on this subject the works of Eliphas Levi.)

The twenty-fourth mystery is most closely in touch with the

lower worlds, and the first mystery is the most central. It is

the first mystery which Jesus will describe in detail, and it is

that which includes the heritage of the Elect, as well as the

Force Principles, or celestial creatures.

The middle plane, or astral plane of the Kabbala, is repre-

sented by the dragon of Hermetism (ouroboros) of the Initia-

tes, which forms a circle, since the mouth devours the tail. This

dragon symbolizes the billows of fire of the astral plane, the

sea of flames of Hemetic Initiation, and the pergatory of Chris-

tians.

The dragon is divided into twelve parts, or Eons. Each of

these Eons has a door which opens towards the superior world,

"towards the Heights," says the text. Each of these doors is

concealed on the inside by a veil, and is guarded on the outside

by an astral spirit, or archon, who is called the Ruler of the

Door (or gate) of the Heights. These twelve Eons correspond

to the twelve houses of the astrological zodiac. They serve as

a place of trial for condemned souls, who enter into the differ-

ent Eons through the mouth of the dragon (entrance of con-

demned souls.)

The physical plane, or plane of corporal humanity, is snr-
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rounded on all sides by the astral dragon. No being then will

be able to come from heaven on the material plane or go from

the material plane into heaven without having crossed this do-

main of the dragon, this world of archons, filled with torments

and snares. The physical plain begins at the circle of the firm-

ament, situated within the circle of chaos, and this physical

plane includes the stars and the luminaries, or planets, and at

the center of the world of humanity.

In the narrative of Valentine, these three planes enclose one

another, from the world of humanity at the center, to the first

mystery at the periphery, and the celestial world goes even far-

ther, with intermediaries between the different planes.

If we had followed the illustration exactly, it would be well

nigh impossible to understand the construction of the first mys-

tery and its relations with the rest of the Universe, or Pleroma.

That is why, in our general illustration, we have drawn the ce-

lestial plane apart from and above the two others, although

normally it should envelop them. Between the celestial plane

and the astral plane there is a place of transition, the thirteenth

Eon, and the astral plane is still another plane of transition

where Pistis Sophia was led. Finally, between the astral plane

and the physical plane exist diverse spheres (sphere of destiny

or second sphere, spere of chaos or first sphere), which indicates

the planes of progressive materialization of the Divine Force.

He who reads the following translation will be struck with

the duties of the secondary agencies, named Receivers. There

are the Receivers of Light, or the Peaceful Receivers, and the

Receivers of Darkness. The part of these agents is to go to

seek for souls at the moment when they are to leave the body,

to conduct them across Creation during three days, and then to

put them into the hands of those who must award or punish

them.
The [Messenger of 'Death.

Ancient Egypt believed in a messenger of Death who came

to look for the soul at a fixed moment, and a work on Ethics,

attributed to the Scribe Khonson-Hotep, tells us of it in a

maxim, which I shall quote here:
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"Place before thyself, as thy object to attain, an old age

worthy of testimony that thou mayst be found to have perfect-

ed thy house, which is in the funeral valley, on the morning of

the hiding away of thy body. So when, for thee, the Messen-

ger of Death shall come to take thee let him find one who is

ready."

However, an examination of the illustration, especially of

that of the Pleroma, will enable one to find in the mind this ar-

rangement of the worlds and dissipate all difficulties.

Let us say, now, something of the inhabitants of these dif-

ferent worlds.

The Inhabitants of the Invisible World.

The world of humanity is inhabited by souls clothed with

bodies. Though invisible beings, everywhere we shall find there

above all the Pacific Receivers, appointed to receive the soul on

its going forth from the body, and to carry it as far as the as-

tral plane, where it will find a crowd of beings with whom it

may have to do.

These beings of the astral plane are chiefly the receivers of

the archons, the archons of destiny, and the archons in all their

offices. The archons are especially enemies of the human soul

and they are particularly hostile to it when initiation does not

permit it to defend itself.

The Celestial Plane.

The celestial plane shows us at first the Receivers of ..Light,

the Receivers of the middle plane, then a crowd of mysterious

beings, classed in three great centres—the middle, the right and

left. This right and left are those not of the illustration, but of

the Christ of Glory, who occupies the center of the figure.

In the middle we find the Virgin of Light, appointed to seal

eouls according to their exaltation. Then Iao, the great Su-

preme One; then the Twelve Deacons, the seven Virgins of

Light, with the Receivers, the Deacons and the Angels of the

midst.

At the left we find the only door by which heaven commun-

icates with the other worlds. This door unites thirteenth Eon

with the Treasury of Light, whence have come most of the
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emanations which adorn the celestial plane. It is, indeed, from

this Treasury of Light that have emanated the nine guardians

and the Savior of the twins (Jumeau), which are at the left of

Christ, and the five trees, and the three amens, and the seven

voices which are at His right.

The five trees have sent forth, in their turn, each a creative

Light.

The light of the first tree has emanated Ieou.

The light of the second tree has emanated the guardians of

the veil of the great light.

The light of the third tree has emanated Melchizedec.

The light of the fourth tree and fifth tree has emanated the

Two Prohegomenes.

Finally, if we say that Ieou has emanated, in his turn, Sa-

baoth the Good, He whom Jesus calls His Heavenly Father,

one will have a complete idea of the emanations which consti-

tute the celestial plane, which our illustration makes clear

enough. __„=__„
CHAPTER III.

[Man— Constitution of [Man.

The ideas already furnished will make it easy for the reader

to understand the origin of the different principles which consti-

tute man incarnate.

Composition of the Human 'Being.

The human being, as he presents himself to us on the earth,

is thus composed:

1. A hylic, or corporal body.

2. An intermediary principal; the spirit of spiritual imitation.

3. The immortal soul.

To these principles it is necessary to add the forces not incar-

nated, which are:

A. The heavenly principle.

B. Destiny.

The physical body comes from the earth, and returns to it.

It is shaped by the immediately superior principle.

The Spirit of Spiritual Imitation plays an important part in
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the work of Valentine. It is the prinriple of attraction down-

ward. The origin of the satanic impulses, which draw the soul

to the enjoyment of matter.

The more the soul follows the impulses of this principle of

evil, the more powerful will be the bond which unites her to it,

and the greater will be the difficulty she will have in escaping

from the torments into which the Spirit of Spiritual Imitation

will lead her. This spirit, which comes from the sphere of

Destiny, and which must remain there if the soul succeeds in

breaking the bond which attaches her to it.

The reader will observe, also, in reading the eschatological

part of Pistis Sophia, that there is often a reference to one part

of the human being named the Spirit or Spiritual Imitation, in

such a way that the doctrine of Valentine—man is composed

of the body, of spiritual imitation, of the soul, until the soul

becomes spiritual and blessed.

The spiritual imitation has the form of the body; is born

with the body; is aitached to it during life, and follows it even

to death; witness of all the actions of the body and of the soul;

accusing the later after death and leading her to sin during life.

So, with the ancient Egyptians, man was composed of the

body, of the double, of the soul, which becomes blest, or spirit-

ual after death, if she has been found just in the supreme judg-

ment of Osiris. It is to the double that spiritual imitation cor-

responds. The double was a thin image of the body, an imita-

tion, more tenuous, more spiritual in every way, which was

born with the body, grew with the body, then reviving without

the body in consequence of certain magic ceremonies, continued

to live after death in the place where the body was preserved.

Spirit of Imitation.

Analysis of the Author ot Pistis.

And the Spirit of Spiritual Imitation makes the soul yield,

and forces her to do all sinful things, give way to all passions,

commit all sins ceaselessly, and it remains opposed to the soul,

and is her enemy, making her commit all these evils and all

these sins. And it excites the peaceful "Liturges" to be its wit-
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ness in all the sins which it caused her to commit, and, even

when she would repose in the night, it excites her with worldly

desires. In a word, it devotes itself to all the works which the

archons had ordered it to do, and becomes the enemy of the

soul, and makes her do what she does not wish to do.

The Spirit of Spiritual Imitation, destiny and the body (the

mystery of baptism) separate themselves into one part, the

soul, also, and the essence separate themselves into another

part. The mystery of baptism remains between the two.

But to this center of attraction downwards is opposed the

celestial essence, center of attraction upwards to the high and

the Divine, origin of the ideal on earth, of pure desire, and of

regenerating sacrifice.

This celestial virtue comes directly from the Virgin of Light

of the celestial plane. It returns there immediately after death,

and remains attached during the whole of the terrestrial life to

the soul, to enlighten it and allow it to elevate itself by com-

prehending Divine Love.*

The Immortal Soul, free to follow the impulses below or the

ecstasies from above, is sent on earth to gain initiation. As

long as it has not penetrated the principle of creation, it is oblig-

ed to return to incarnate again.

Destiny has no part in human substance. Unmoved specta-

tor, it is there to stop the course of physical existence at the

marked day, and, that done, it returns to the first sphere, whence

it came.

The reader v/ill understand, now, the following which reca-

pitulates all this.

When the little child comes to earth, the Heavenly Essence is

weak in it, the soul, also, is weak in it, the Imitation of the

Spirit is feeble in it; in a word, the three are feeble together.

No one knows what he will be, good or evil, and the body even

is feeble, and the little child eats the nourishment of the world

* Theology has figured two principles. The Spirit of Imita-

tion by the Angel of Darkness, and the Heavenly Essence by

the Guardian Angel who helps every man in the world.
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of the archons, and the Essence from the archons draws to it-

self the part of the essence which is in the food, and the Soul

draws to it that part of the soul which is in the food, and the

Spirit of Spiritual Imitation draws to it the bad part which is

in the nourishment with its desires, and the body also attracts

to it the insensible matter which is in the food. As to Destiny,

it takes nothing from the food, because it is not mingled with

it.*

Little by little the Essence, the Soul, the Spirit of Imitation,

attains its growth. Each becomes conscious according to its

nature. The Essence desires to seek the light of the heights;

the Soul, also, wishes to seek the place of justice, which is mix-

ed, that is to say, that it is the place of mixture; the Spirit of

Imitation seeks, also, all wickedness, all desires, and all sins;

the body, itself, it desires nothing, but that it may get strength

from matter.

Origin of the Soul.

The soul of ordinary men takes its first origin from the arch-

ons' own light; that is to say, from the chiefs who exercise

their power in the sphere of Destiny. Thus we can understand

the rage and anger of those archons when the human soul

succeeds in crushing it's creators with all the superiority due to

it's sufferings valiantly borne, and to it's personal initiation.

Then the soul passes like a
4

'track of fire" in the midst of the

archons, who draw back full of fright in their powerless hatred.

All that the archons possessed of the Divine, their light, their

essence, the breath of their mouth even, became the substance

of the human soul, while the tears of their eyes, the sweat of

their bodies, became the principle of animal souls. The distri-

bution of the Divine substance was regulated according to as-

trological aspects.

Such is the explanation of the follow magnificent quotation:

"And when the time of the number of Melchizedec, the Grand

Receiver of Light, had come, he went into the midst of the

* Louis Michel de Figanieres has clearly developed the divers

localization of the foods of men.
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Eons and of all the attendant archons, into the Sphere and into

the Destiny, and he took away the shining splendors from all

the archons of the Eons, and all the archons of Destiny, as well

as those of the Sphere; for he took away from them that which

troubled them, and he influenced the Lord, who was their chief,

to make their arches to revolve quickly, and he took from them

the essence which was in them, the breath of their mouth, the

tears from their eyes, the sweat from their bodies; and Melchiz-

edec, the Receiver of Light, purified all these virtues in order to

carry their light to the Treasury of Light, while the Hturges of

the archons collected together with each other all their material

parts, and the liturges of all the archons of Destiny, with the

Hturges of the Sphere, those which are under the Eons, took

them in order to make of them the souls of men, of animals,

of reptiles, or of beasts, or of birds, and to send them into this

world of humanity.

"And, further, the receivers of the Sun and the receivers of

the Moon, having looked at the heavens, and seen the shape of

the progress of the Eons, and those of Destiny, and those of

the Sphere, then they took from them the virtue of light, and

the receivers prepared to leave it until they could give it to the

receivers of Melchizedec, the purifiers of light; and their cor-

poral residue they carried into the sphere which is below the

Eons, in order to make of it, also, the souls of reptiles, or of

animals, or of wild beasts, or of birds, according to the circle of

the archons of that sphere, and according to all the forms of its

revolution."

The Soul After Physical "Death.

Leaving aside for the moment the part the soul plays during

incarnation in this physical body, let us content ourselves with

knowing that the end of this incarnation is to acquire Initiation

and occupy ourselves with the important question of the evo-

lution of the soul after death.

According to the Kabbala, the three principles of man go

through evolution, attempting to regain their original place.

The physical body returns to earth, the aetherial or astral body

returns to the astral plane whence it came, and the immortal
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spirit tries to return to the center of its celestial origin.

This doctrine will be made clear in a very remarkable way in

the following pages. We shall see, indeed, that the soul of the

Initiate returns to the heritage of light after having left succes-

sively, and in their place of respective origin, the Spirit of Spir-

itual Imitation and Destiny. When the soul has not been able

to gain by initiation the knowledge of the symbols and pass-

words, which open the gates of the astral dragon of the terrible

place of the Eons, then the Spirit of Imitation becomes its ac-

cuser and tormentor, and the black angel comes from the world

of the angels of darkness, takes possession of its victim and

tortures it. But this torture is never eternal.

The Soul of the Non-Repentant and Vninitated

Sinner.

Phases of Post-Mortem Evolution in General.

Now, when the time of this kind of a man is accomplished,

first Destiny comes. She causes the man to be led to his death

by means of the archons, and there fetters those with whom
they have been associated by Destiny, and then comes the Tran-

quilizing Receivers, in order to lead this soul out of the body.

And then the Tranqualizing Receivers spend three days mak-

ing with this soul the round of all the places, leading it to all

the Eons of the world, while Destiny and the Spirit of Spirit-

ual Imitation follow, and the essence withdraws to the Virgin

of Light.

And after three days, the Tranquilizing Receivers lead this

soul below, to the Hell of Chaos, and, when they have lead it

to the depth of Chaos, they deliver it to those who punish it,

and the Receivers withdraw to their own place, according to

the plan for the work of the archons in the going out of souls.

And the Spirit of Imitation becomes the receiver of the soul,

and he contends with it, and puts it again into the torment on

account of the sins which he has made it commit, and it is then

at great emnity with the soul.

And when the soul has finished with the punishment for the

sins which it has committed, the Spirit of Imitation makes it go
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forth from Chaos, fighting it and reproaching it at every step

(or every place) for the sins it had committed, and he leads it

on the road of the archons of the midst, and, when he has

reached them, they introduce the soul into the mystery of Des-

tiny, and if it does not meet (or find) them they seek their

Destiny.

And those archons punish the soul both according to its sins

and that which it merits.

And I will tell you the kind of their punishment in the eman-

ation of the Pleroma.

If it happens then that the time of these punishments of this

soul, in the judgments of the archons of the midst has been ac-

complished, the Spirit of Spiritual Imitation leads the soul out

of all the places of the archons of the midst. He introduces it

into the presence of the light of the sun, according to the order

of the first man Ieou, and he places it near the judge; that is,

the Virgin of Light. She tries this soul to see if she finds a

sinning soul. She throws into it her virtue of light to keep it

with the body and the union of the senses.

Concerning all that, I will tell you the type when I speak of

the emanation of the Pleroma.

And the Virgin of Light seals this soul. She send with it

one of her receivers, in order to place in a body suited to the

sins which the soul has committed. And in truth I tell you

this. She does not leave this soul in the various transforma-

tions of the body until it has paid the last century according to

what it has deserved.

And of all that I will tell you of the type, as well as of the

type of the body into which they have thrown according to the

sins of such souls. All that 1 will tell you when I have finished

telling you about the emanations from tbe Pleroma.

(The soul who has not listened to the Spirit of Spiritual Im-

itation in any of its works.)

Become good, it has received the mysteries of light, is in the

second stage, or has received those of the third.

If the time of this soul has come to go out of the body, then

the Spirit of Spiritual Imitation joins itself to this soul, as well
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as Destiny. He joins the soul on the way by which it will en-

ter into the heights, and, before it has gone very far into the

heights, it pronounces the mystery of the dissolution of the

seals and of the bonds of the Spirit of Spiritual Imitation which

the archons have attached to the soul, and when the mystery

has been said the bonds of the Spirit of Spiritual Imitation are

dissolved, and he leaves her, according to what has been said.

And immediately it becomee a great ray of shining light. It

traverses all the places of the archons and all the hierarchies of

the shades, until it arrives at the place of its own kingdom of

which it has received the mystery.

The Revolution of the Soul of the Initiate

This soul is one who has received the mystery in the first ex-

terior stage. If, after it has received the mysteries, and accom-

plished them, it returns and sins again after the accomplishment

of the mysteries, and the time is not come when this soul must

go out of the body, and in this hour the soul pronounces the

mystery in order not to retain the Spirit of Spiritual Imitation

and Destiny, or allow it to follow, but without the least power.

At this hour, the receivers of this soul with the mysteries that

it has received arrived, they take this soul from the hands of

the Pacifying Receivers, and the
. receivers withdraw into the

works of the archons, according to the plan of the going out of

souls. And then the receivers of this soul, those who belong to

the light, become wings of light for this soul, and a vestment

of light for her, and do not lead it into the Chaos because it is

not permitted to introduce into Chaos a soul who has received

the mysteries; but they put it on the road to the archons of the

midst, and when she has come there to the archons of the

midst, the archons come before this soul, in great fear and

trouble, with different expressions, all in uncontrollable fear.

Then soul pronounces the mystery of their password, and

they greatly fear, and fall on their faces, fearing in the presence

of the mystery which she has pronounced and of the password,

and this soul abandons them to their destiny, saying to them:

"Take for yourselves your Destiny. I shall never come from
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this time forth into your place. 1 have become a stranger to

you forever. I go to the place of my inheritance."

Then the soul will have finished speaking these words, the

Receivers of Light will introduce her in the plane of Destiny,

where she will give the password of this place and of the seals

which I shall tell you of in speaking of the emanations of the

Pleroma. And she will give the Spirit of Spiritual Imitation

to the archons, and say to them the mystery of the bonds with

which they have attached her, and she will say to them: "Take

for yourselves your Spirit of Imitation (spiritual). I shall

henceforth come into your place no more forever." And she

will give to each one the seal and password. And when the

soul will have finished saying these words, the Receivers of

Light will fly with her into the heights, and lead her into all

the Eons. She will give to each her password and the pass-

word of all the places, the seals and the tyrants of King Adamas
(Thirteenth Eon) she gives the password of all the archons of

all the places of the left. And the Receivers will lead this soul

again to the Virgin of Light, and again this soul gives the Vir-

gin of Light the seals and the glory hymns, and the Virgin of

Light and the seven other Virgins of the Light all try this soul,

to find their signs in her, their seals, their baptisms, their unc-

tions. And the Virgin of Light seals this soul, and the Receiv-

ers of Light baptize this soul to give her spiritual unction. And

each of the Virgins of Light seals her with her seal, and again

the Receivers ascend to the great Sabaoththe Good, who is near

the Gate of Life, in the place of those at the right He whom
one called the Father, and this soul gives Him the glory of her

praises, of her seals, and of the passwords, and the great Sa-

baoth seals her with His seals, and the soul gives her knowledge

and the glory of praises, and of seals to all the place at the

right. All seal her with their seals, and Melchizedec, the great

Receiver of Light, who lives in the place of those who are at

the right, and all the Receivers of Melchizedec seal this soul, and

Melchizedec leads her into the Treasury of Light. She gives

glory, honor and glorification of hymns, with the seals of all

the places of light. And all those of the places of light and all
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those of the Treasury of Light seal her with their seals, and she

goes into the place of her inheritance.

He then who will receive the word only of this mystery

which I have told you, when he has gone out of the material

body of the archrons, when the Tranquilizing Receivers have

come to untie the material body from the matter of the eons,

(for the Tranquilizing Receivers are those who detach each

soul which goes out of the body,) when the Tranquilizing

Receivers have detached the soul which has received this one

and ineffable mystery, the one which 1 just told you, when it is

detached from the body of matter, it will become a great ray

of light in the midst of these Receivers, and the Receivers will

fear greatly in the presence of the light of this soul. They will

swoon, they will fall, they will immediately cease to act, for

fear of the great ray of light, and the Receivers can not touch

her, and will not know which is the road where she will go, for

she has become a great ray of light, that she may go on high,

and no thing (no virtue) can keep her back in any degree, or

even approach her, but she will pass across all the places of the

emanations of light, and she will not give the sentence, and she

will not give the password at all, and she will not give any

symbol for none of the virtues of the archons, none of the

virtues of the emanations of light can approach this soul. But

all the places of the archrons, and all the places of the emana-

tions of light, each of them will sing a hymn in their place

filled with fear in the presence of the light of the ray which

will clothe this soul until she has crossed all the places, and has

gone to the place of inheritance of the mystery that she has

received, and it is the mystery of this unequalled and ineffable

being that she is united to her fellows.

Explanation on the Subject of the Receivers.

And this is the manner in which the angels of light visit a

brother of good conduct, as has been revealed many times by

our Lord. If it is a good man who is dead, three angels come

to him, according to the kind of the conduct of the one who is

dead, If he is elevated in his actions, correspondingly elevat-
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ed and glorious angels are sent to him to conduct him to God.

If he is little in his virtues, proportionately" inferior angels" are

sent him. At the moment when the man is on the point of

giving up his soul, one of the angels stands near his head, an-

other at his feet, under the form of men, who anoint him with

their own hands until the soul goes out of the body, and the

other unfolds a great spiritual vestment to clothe him with its

glory.

Should it be the soul of a holy man, it is found beautiful in

form and white as snow.

And when the soul has gone out of the body into the vest-

ment, the angels take the two ends of the garment, one behind,

the other at the front, just as men raise a body from earth, and

the other angel sings, going before, in a tongue which no man
knows, not even those who saw the vision, who are our Fath-

ers Pakome and Theodore; for they do not know that which

the angels sing, but they hear the angel singing and saying

"Alleluia."

It is thus they go with the soul into the air, towards the east,

going not as men by their feet, but gliding on their way like

flowing water, because they are spirits. They go with the soul

towards the heights, that it may see the limits of the inhabited

world from one extremity to another, that it may see all crea-

tion, and that it may give glory to God who has created it.

After that they show it the place of its repose, according to the

order of the Lord, in order that after she is gone to the place of

her rest on account of the good works that she has done. She

should know, also, the punishments from which she has been

saved, that she may bless still more the Lord, who has saved

her from all these sufferings by the grace of our Lord Jesus the

Christ,
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CHAPTER IV.

Jesus and Initiation.

Where then, O Egypt,

Are the diviners and the horoscopes,

And those who incant by the earth,

And those who incant by the entrails?

May they teach you henceforth the works

Which the Lord God of Sabaoth will do.

Then the spirit v/hich v/as in Isaiah, the prophet, has so

prophesied before Thy coming, and has prophesied of Thee

that Thou v/ilt take away the spirit of the archons, and that

Thou wilt change their sphere and their destiny that they may
know nothing henceforth.

That is why the spirit said: "You will know nothing which

the Lord God of Sabaoth (Seigneur Sabaoth) will do." That

is to say, none of the archons knows what Thou wilt do from

this time forth; that is to say, of Egypt, for it is to it that the

prophesy relates. The spirit of prophesy (vertu) which was

in the prophet Isaiah prophesied concerning Thee in the former

time, saying: "From this time forth thou shalt not know what

the Lord of Sabaoth will do," because of the virtue which you

have received from the good Lord Sabaoth, he who is on the

right hand, the virtue which to-day forms thy physical body.

That is why Thou hast said to us, O my Lord Jesus: "He

that hath ears to hear, let him hear." For Thou knowest him

whose heart is eager to enter into the kingdom of heaven.

Creation of Christianity.

Involution of the celestial principles which come to constitute

terrestrial individualities who are to create Christianity.

Man possesses in himself the principle for his own ascent

(or regeneration.) Let him unite, by any means whatever, his

immortal spirit to the celestial essence which accompanies him

during his life in the physical body, and he becomes a partici-

pant in the first mystery, as Valentine says; "a Saint" says
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Catholicism; "a Chrestos" or "Christos" say elementary schools

of Initiation; "He will be born no more; he will partake of Nir-

vana," say the Oriental and Brahmanical schools.

Now, here is a formidable snare, about which it is important

to be warned.

Each evolution supposes one or two involutions. Every man
who becomes God necessitates a God who becomes man, as

the changes of food in the intestines necessitates the descent of

two forces of a higher origin—blood and nervous forces.

It is through a mistake concerning this remark about the

stream of sacrifice and love, which precedes the hard path of

Initiation and of evolution of the human soul, that the natural-

ist initiations of the Orient have led many of their adepts to

believe that
u
the state of Christ" was a plane of psychic exist-

ence, which every man could reach, and which did not necessi-

tate the constant efTert of the celestial Christ principle, capable

alone by His involution to lead evolved souls back to Himself.

Just as a comet, true blood-drop of the Universe, as Michel

de Figanieres has said, comes at certain intervals, to give again

to the solar families life from the higher centers, so, likewise,

besides the constant current of Divine Involution and evolution

of human souls, it if necessary at certain times that there be a

great Divine descent, followed by a great ascent of human souls

to give God the occasion of showing His absolute Love in

advance of the time for the re-integration of the whole of

humanity.

Not to see existence as celestial individuality from the Virgin

of Light, from Christ, and from other principles, is to stop on

the way; to stay on the mental plane, which leads to material-

istic pantheism; to shut the eyes voluntarily to the existence of

the celestial plane, which the virtues of the heart, love and pray-

er reach more rapidly than mental forces, criticism and reason.

To have united celestial love manifested by grace and re-

demption to the love of man for Heaven, manifested by prayer

and sacrifice, that is the whole secret of the power of the Chris-

tians; of the white race (men?) illuminated by Christ, who
are called to rule the whole earth on the day when they shall
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replace the law of violence by the law of tolerance and love.

Valentine goes on to describe to us the descent of the heaven-

ly principles which come to prepare safety for the white race

by establishing Christianity. There is a whole chapter of this

secret history of the Savior, reserved in the first century for the

most advanced Initiations.

Incarnation ofJesus.

After that it happened then that, in the order of the First

Mystery, 1 looked again down toward the world of humanity.

I found Mary, her whom they call my mother according to the

material body. 1 spoke to her under the form of Gabriel, and

when she looked up on high towards me, 1 threw into her the

first essence which I had received from the hand of Barbillo;

that is to say, the body 1 had worn on High, and in place of

the soul I threw into her the virtue which I had received from

the hand of the Great Sabaoth the Good, he who exists on the

right.*

The Virgin [Mary.

It is to the Virgin of Light that Mary, the mother of Jesus,

came.

Thou, also, O Mary, thou, who hast taken form in Barbillo,

according to matter, and thou hast taken a resemblance to the

Virgins of Light according to light, thou, and the other Mary,

most happy. Shadows have existed on account of thee, and

yet from thee has come forth the physical body which 1 bear

and which I have purified.

The following extract will present us a new and profound

mystery:

Jesus, as a man, lived until the age of twelve years of terres-

trial life. It was not until that age that His divine nature really

took possession of His physical being.

*Thus, contrary to the ordinary constitution of human be-

ings, all the principles constituting the personality of Christ

came from the celestial plane. See first part of this work. In

the man, the heavenly principle (which does not incarnate)

alone comes from this plane.



150 *THK DIVINE MVSTKRV.



The divine mystery. 151

The adepts of the schools of naturalist initiation will see

there the union of the lower and higher principles in order to

constitute the Christ.

One would say that the Gnostic doctor had seen across the

centuries the error to be shunned in this matter; for he takes

care to describe with great detail, involution, the descent of

each of the celestial principles which are materialized to consti-

tute a human being.

The Incarnation of the Spirit ofJesus.

Mary then spoke, she said: "My Lord, concerning the word

which your spirit has prophesied by David, 'Mercy and Truth

are met together. Righteousness and Peace have kissed each

other. Truth has flourished on the earth, and Justice has look-

ed down from Heaven.' Thy spirit has prophesied this afore-

time concerning Thyself?"

The Fire Mystery.

"When Thou wert small, before the spirit had descended on

Thee, when Thou wert in the vineyard with Joseph, the spirit

descended from the heights and came to me in my house, re-

sembling Thee, and as I did not know him and thought it was

Thou, he said to me, 'Where is Jesus, my brother, that I may
meet Him?'

"And when he said that to me I was troubled and thought it

was an apparition to try me. 1 took him and fastened him to

the foot of the bed, which was in my house, until I had gone to

find you in the field, Thee and Joseph, and when 1 found you

in the veneyard, Joseph was busy putting the vine on its sup-

port. It happened that, having heard me tell this thing to Jo-

seph, Thou understoodest the thing. Thou rejoicedst, and said:

'Where is he that I may see him? No, I will wait for him
here.' And it happened that Joseph, having heard Thee say

these words, was in trouble, and we went together, and entered

into the house, and found the spirit attached to the bed, and we
looked at Thee with him. We found that Thou resembled

him. And he who was attached to the bed, unfastened himself

and embraced Thee, he kissed Thee, and Thou also kissed him.

You became one and the same person!'
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"Here is the explanation of that matter. Pity is the spirit

which comes from the heights through the first mystery. Take

pity on the human race. He sent his spirit to pardon the sins

of the whole world that men might receive the mystery; that

they might inherit the Kingdom of Light. Truth, also, is the

principle which abides in me, come from Barbillo. It has be-

come thy physical body, and has acted as herald in place of

truth (pity). Justice is thy spirit which has led all mysteries

from above to give them to the human race. Peace, also, is

the principle which has lived in thy physical body according to

the world. That Body which has baptized the human race to

make it a stranger to sin and keep it in peace with thy spirit,

that they may be in peace with the emanations of Light; that is

to say, that Justice and Peace may kiss each other. And, ac-

cording to what has been told, Truth has flourished on earth.

Truth is thy physical body, which has grown in me in the

world of men. And, yet more, according to what has been

written, Justice has bloomed outside of Heaven, which v/ill give

the mysteries of Light to the human race, and men will become

just; they will be good; they v/ill inherit the Kingdom of

Light."

The 'Twelve z/Jposiles.

Like the souls of Christ and Mary, the souls of the twelve

Apostles did not come from the world of the archons, but really

from the celestial (Fire) plane, as the following extract affirms:

"Rejoice, then, be full of joy, for when I came into the world

from the beginning I led with me twelve powers, as I have told

you from the beginning. 1 received them from the hands of

the twelve Saviors of the Treasury of Light, according to the

order of the first mystery. These powers, then, have I thrown

into my mother, on my coming into the world, and it is they

which are now in your bodies.

"And the twelve virtues of the twelve Saviors (or deliverers)

of the Treasury of Light, which I have received from the hands

of the twelve gods of the midst, 1 have thrown them into the

sphere of the archons, and the gods of the archons with their

liturges thought that they were the souls of the archons, and
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the liturges led them; I fastened them in the bodies of your

mothers, and, when your time had been accomplished, you were

put into the world without having the souls of archons."

%ple of the apostles.

"In truth, in truth 1 say unto you this: 1 will make you per-

fect in all the pleromas, from the mysteries of the interior to the

mysteries or the exterior. I will fill you with the spirit so that

you will be called spiritual (pneumatique), perfect in all the

pleromas. And, indeed, indeed, I say unto you, I will give

unto you all the mysteries of all the places of my Father, and

of all the places of the first mystery, that he whom you lead on

earth will be led into the light on high, and him whom you re-

ject on the earth will be rejected in the kingdom of my Father

in Heaven."

All the manifestations which preside at the birth of Christi-

anity are persons from the celestial (Fire) plane. It is by a

sublime divine involution that the evolution of souls are made
possible. This is the peculiar and high character of Christian-

ity, the origin of its most profound mysteries. Each human
race may be the object of a special Messianism; but at each

new Messianism the new race presents itself on a more elevated

plane of the evolutionary spiral.

The white race is that which has been called forth by the last

Divine manifestation. It is not just, even after the laws of ev-

olution, time and space, that this manifestation should have

been more elevated than the preceding ones, and that it should

have necessitated an involution of an order correspondingly

elevated.

We offer these ideas as a subject of meditation to those who
really know analogical methods and the mysterious laws which

it translates.

The Two Clothings or Vestments.

The first has in it the whole glory of all the names of all

mysteries and of all the emanations of the hierarchies of the

places of the Ineffable.

And the second vestment has in it the glory of the names of

all the mysteries and of all the emanations which exist in the
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hierarchies of the two places of the first mystery.

And this vestment, which we have just described, is in itself

the glory of the name of the mystery of the Commandant, or

Chief, which is the first order, and the mystery of the five gulfs,

and the mystery of the great ambassador of the Ineffable, who
is this great Light, and the mystery of the five pro "hegono-

meres," who are the five parastates (the thickened sides of a

building, resembling columns—the sides of a porch).

We have been present at the birth of a great period.

As always, law is the same, and secondary periods will have

their birth.

Indeed, each human life reproduces the two falls and the two

ways of possible safety. The first fall is that of a soul into the

body of flesh. The second, always avoided, is the entire pos-

session of the soul by its passions and its progressive "deunda-

tion."

The first way of escape is in taking the soul away from the

attracti3ns of the flesh by holiness of life and absolute charity.

The second way, complimentary to this, is the creation of the

whole being by the fusion of two kindred souls. This is, in

humanity, the image of the redemption made by Christ, and it

is a very important key of the Way, the Truth and the Life.

CHAPTER V.

The Key To the Salvation of the Incarnate Soul;

or Evangelical Initiation.

Man is on earth for the purpose of reuniting his lower el-

ements to his Divine elements, and that can only be done by

Initiation, which transforms the corporal into the spiritual.

The soul which has not been Initiated must come back into

a body which will lead it to the way of Initiation.

These are important truths, and those of which one will find

the rudiments in the inferior schools of the Orient, who believe,

besides, that they may attain by this teaching all truth. It is

not so at all.

If the soul is to be saved and escape the wheel of re-birth
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must be Initiated, it is right to declare that Christ has multi-

plied the ways of this Initiation.

Besides Initiation, strictly personal, and based on suffering and

sacrifice, Jesus comes, thanks to the Gospel, to show many
ways of escape adaptable to all kinds of human beings. Fur-

thermore, He comes to affirm that the Initiate—the "saint" (as

the Christians say) the spirit (pneumatique), or the Apostle

—

has the right to remit sins and to Initiate directly those whom
he considers susceptible of receiving this grace.

And more, Valentine reveals to us the connection between

the Old and New Testament, in the course of the explanations

which Jesus gives to His Disciples, who ask Him:

It is then a little esotericism of the Gospel which that portion

of "Pistis Sophia," with which we are to occupy ourselves, will

reveal to us?

Work ofJesus.

That is why I said to you formerly, "Seek that ye may
find."

I have then said to you, "You shall search for the mysteries

of light, those which purify the material body, and they will

make you pure, very pure Light."

In truth, I tell you the race of humanity is physical. 1 am
exhausted. I have brought to them all the mysteries of Light

in order to purify them, for they are the dregs of all the matter

of their matter, for otherwise no soul of the entire race of hu-

manity would be saved or could inherit the Kingdom of Light

if I had not carried to them the purifying mysteries.

For the emanations of Light have no need of the mystery,

for they are pure; but the human race has need of purification,

because all men are the dregs of matter. That is why I have

said of old, "Those who are well need no physician but those

who are sick." That is to say, those of the Light have no need

of the mysteries, because they are pure Lights, but the human

race it had need of them because they are corporal dregs.

Therefore announce to all the human race, saying: "Cease

not to seek night and day until you have found the purifying

mysteries; and say to the race humanity, give up the entire
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world and all that it contains, for he who buys and sells this

world, he who eats and drinks of its abundance, who lives in

all its success and in all its relations, gathers for himself other

material things from its matter; for this world, all that belongs

to it, all its relations, are very corporal dregs, and try all con-

cerning its purity.

For it is for sinners that I have brought the mysteries into

the world, that I may pardon all their sins which they have

committed since its beginning.

That is why I have said unto you aforetime, "I am not come

to initiate the just." Now, then, I have brought the mysteries

that sins may be pardoned to all men that they may come to

the Kingdom of Light, for the mysteries are the gift of the first

mystery, that it may blot out the sins and the iniquities of all

sinners.

"/ Am Come To "Bring Ttivision."

Key to Baptism.

On the subject, then, of the word on the remission of sins,

that you have given us formerly in a parable, saying, "I am.

come to bring fire on the earth, and what should I wish except

that it may be lighted?" As you have explained it clearly in

saying, 'There is a baptism with which it is necessary that I

should be baptised, and how shall I be kept back until it is ac-

complished? Do you think I am come to bring peace on the

earth? No; but I am come to bring a division, for from hence-

forth five shall be in a house, three shall be divided against

two, and two against three."

That, my Lord, is what you have said clearly, the word that

you have spoken, "I have come to bring fire on the earth, and

what do I wish if not that it be lighted?"

That is to say, my Lord, that you have brought to the world

the mysteries of baptism, and what do you wish if not that it

devours all the sins of soul, that it purifies them all?

And, then, you have clearly defined it, saying, "I have a bap-

tism in which 1 must be baptised, and how shall I be strength-

ened until it be accomplished?"

That is to say, that you will not remain in the world until these
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baptisms are accomplished; till they have purified the souls. And,

again, the word that you have spoken formerly, "You think

that I have come to bring peace on earth. No; but rather divi-

sion, for from henceforth there shall be five in one house divid-

ed; three against two, and two against three." That is to say,

that the mystery of baptism that you have brought into the

world has made a division in the bodies of the world, or the

body, because the Spirit of Spiritual Imitation, the body and

Destiny, it has separated them on one side, and the soul, also,

with the essence, has separated on the other side; that is to say,

three is against two, and two against three.

First Sense.

We must give to the king that which belongs to the king,

and give to God that which is God's. That is to say, when the

soul has received the mystery she gives the apology (password)

to all the archons and the palace of King Adamas. She gives

honor and glory to all those of the place of Light and the

Word; that is to say, "It has shone." When you saw that it

was of silver and of brass, that is the type of that in which is

the virtue of the Light; that is to say, the choice silver, and that

which is in the Spirit of the Spiritual Imitation; that is to say,

the corporal brass. There is, my Lord, the First Sense.

Second Sense.

The Second Sense, also, that Thou hast finished telling us

concerning the soul who has received the mysteries; that is to

say, a Savior. When she has gone to the place of the archons

of the way of the midst, then they go before her in great fear,

and the soul gives to them the mystery of the fear, and she

fears before her and puts destiny in her place, and she gives the

defence (password) and the seals to each of the archons who
are on the way, and she gives honor, glory and glorification of

the seals and of the hymns to all those of the place of Light.

Concerning this saying, my Lord, Thou hast told us former-

ly by the mouth of Paul, our Brother. "Give tribute to those

who collect tribute, give fear to those who are worthy of fear,

give honor to those who are worthy of honor, give glorification

to him who is worthy of glorification, and give nothing to any-
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one against you; that is to say, who has received the mysteries

gives the defence in all places. That is, my Lord, the second

meaning.
Third Sense.

As to the Third Sense, it is on the Word that Thou hast spok-

en to us formerly. The Spirit of Spiritual Imitation is the ene-

my of the soul, so that it causes it to commit all sins and (give

itself to) all passions, and it takes it into all torments, on ac-

count of all the sins which it has made it commit. In a word,

it is the enemy of the soul in every way. On the subject of

the Word which Thou hast spoken to us formerly, that is:

"The enemies of the men are they of their own househould;"

that is to say, the household of the soul are the Spirits of Spir-

itual Imitation and Destiny, who are the enemies of the soul in

all time, who make it commit all sins and iniquities. That is,

my Lord, the Third Sense.

Fourth Sense.

As to the Fourth Sense, it is on the subject of the saying that

Thou hast spoken to us: "When the soul has gone out of the

body, and it goes in the way with the Spirit of Spiritual Imita-

tion." If it does not find the mystery of the dissolution of all

the bonds and the seals, those which bind the Spirit of Spiritual

Imitation it may cease to tight her (the soul). If, then, she

does not find them at all, the Spirit of Spiritual Imitation in-

troduces to the Virgin of Light, who is the judge; that is to say,

the Virgin of Light tries the soul in order to find whether she

has sinned, and to find, also, whether she has with her the mys-

teries of Light, and she gives her to one of the Receivers, and

her receiver leads her and throws her into the body, and she

does not go out of the change of the body until she has paid

the uttermost sheckel. Concerning this word, then, my Lord,

Thou hast spoken to us formerly, "Agree with thine adversary

quickly, while thou art in the way with him, for fear thine en-

emy wilt deliver thee to the judge; that the judge deliver thee

to the attendants; that the attendants throw thee into prison,

that thou go not thence till thou hast paid the last mite." That

is why the word has been clearly spoken: "Every soul that goes
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out of the body goes on the way with the Spirit of Spiritual

Imitation, and that it does not find the mystery of dissolving

all the seals and all the bonds that it may detach the Spirit of

Spiritual Imitation which is attached to her, well, this soul who
has not received the mystery in Light, who has not found the

mystery of dissolution of the Spirit of Spiritual Imitation which

is attached to her, if, then, she has not found it, the Spirit of

Spiritual Imitation introduces this soul to the presence of the

Virgin of Light, who is the judge, will deliver this soul to the

hands of one of the Receivers,and the Receiver throws her into

the sphere of the Eons. She goes not forth from the changings

of the body, and she does not give the uttermost farthings

which belongs to her. That, my Lord, is the Fourth Sense.

CHAPTER VI.

The Initiates On Earth.

Is it necessary to pardon the Initiate who sins then corrects

himself at each degree of initiation?

Not only pardon him until seven times, but, in truth, pardon

him until seven times a multitude of times. Give him at each

time the mysteries from the beginning; those which are in the

first place even from the outer. Perhaps you will gain the soul

of that brother so that he may inherit the kingdom of Light.

That is why, when you have asked me formerly, saying:

"If our brother sin against us, dost Thou wish we should par-

don him till seven times?" I said to you: "Not only until sev-

en times, but until seventy times seven." Now, then, pardon

him innumerable times. Give him every time the outer mys-

teries, those which are in the first part. Indeed, I say unto you

this: "He who will test a single soul, and save it besides the

Light which he has in the kingdom of Light, he will receive an-

other glory for the soul he has saved, and he who saves many

souls, beyond the glory which he has in glory will receive many

other glories for the souls which he saves.

That is on account of the souls of men, of the kind of which
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you have spoken before in a parable: "If thy brother sin against

thee forgive him. If he harkens to thee, thou wilt gain the

brother. If he does not harken unto thee, take with thee anoth-

er brother. If he does not listen to thee then, nor to this other

brother, lead him to the assembly. If he does not listen to these

others, let him be to us as a transgressor and an outcast.

And if he is not worthy of the first mystery, give him the

second; and if he is not worthy of the second, give him succes-

sively the third. That is what the assembly means; and if he

is not worthy in the third mystery, let him be for you an out-

cast and a transgressor.

And the word which I said unto you formerly: "Every word

will be established before two or three witnesses," means that

these three mysteries witness against his last repentance; and, in

truth, I say unto you, if this man repents, there is no mystery

v/hich pardons his sins and receives his repentance. There is

no means whatever of hearing him in any mystery whatever,

unless it may be by the first mystery of the first mystery and

mysteries of that Ineffable. Those only will receive the repent-

ance of that man and will pardon his sins; for these mysteries

are all-pitiful and merciful, pardoning at all times.

It is on account of men of this sort (Initiates through hypro-

crisy, who deride the mysteries after having received them) that

I have spoken to you formerly in a parable saying: "Into what-

soever house ye enter, first say peace be unto you, and if they

are worthy let your peace repose on them; and if they are not

worthy, let your peace return to you."

Words of Jesus.

Concerning Repentance.

Happy is every man who abases himself, for it is on him

that they will have pity.

He whose spirit is wise, him will I not hinder at all; but I

will encourage him to speak the truth that has incited him.

Whoever will be filled with the Spirit of Light, that he may go

and speak the explanation of what I say, no one will hinder

from speaking. Where your treasure is there will your heart be



170 The divine mysterV.



*TH£ DIVINE MYSTKRV. 171

also. That is to say, the place where each has received the

mystery, there he will stay.

I am the knowledge of the Pleroma. He who believes on a

prophet will receive the reward of a prophet, and he who be-

lieves on a just person will receive the reward of a just person.

I pardon, and I will pardon; and it is for that that the first

mystery has sent me, that I may pardon the sins of all the

world.

And you yourselves try him (the recipient in good faith) in

order to know of what mystery he is worthy, and conceal noth-

ing from him; for if you conceal anything from him, you will

be subject to a great judgment.

Indeed, indeed, I say to you not only will I reveal all things

to you which you ask, but now I will tell you things concern-

ing which you do not think of asking; those which have not

come to the heart of man, all those of the other Gods which

are in the heart of man not to know.

CHAPTER VII,

The Way of Initiation.

Whoever has trouble, and suffers under his burden, come to

me, and I will comfort you, for my burden is light and my
yoke is easy.

The mystery (that of the Ineffable) is yours and his who will

listen to you; renounce the world and all that is in it; renounce

all bad thoughts and all cares of this Eon.

Whoever will give up the world and all that is in it, who will

submit himself to Divinity, this mystery will be much easier

for him than all the mysteries of the kingdom of Light.

Theurgy.

Now, then, O Mary, not only you, but all men who will ac-

complish the mystery of the resurrection of the dead, he who

will cure demons, the sick of all sickness and, also, the blind,

the lame, the crippled, the dumb and the deaf, as I have said to

you formerly: He who will receive a mystery, and do it, if,
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then, he asks anything whatever, poverty or riches, feebleness

or strength, sickness or a healthy body, as well as all cures of

the body, with the resurrection of the dead, the healing of the

lame, the blind, the deaf and mute, of all suffering; in a word,

who accomplishes this mystery, if he asks all things of which I

have just spoken, they will be given him cheerfully.

As to the mystery of raising the dead, of curing the sick, do

not give it to any one and do not teach it, for this mystery is

that of the archons and all its names. That is why you must

not give it to any or teach it, until you have strengthened faith

in all the world, so that when you enter into cities or countries

and they do not receive you, nor believe in you, nor obey your

word, you will raise there the dead in those places, cure the

lame, the blind, different sicknesses in those places; and, by all

these means, they will believe in you; they will believe that you

preach the God of the Pleroma, and they will increase faith in

every word coming from you. That is why 1 have given you

this mystery, until you have established on the whole world.

In truth, in truth, 1 tell you, you will be the first in the king-

dom of the heavens, before all the Invisible ones and all the

Gods, except the archons who are in the thirteenth Eon and

those who are in the twelfth Eon; and not only you, but also

whoever will do my mysteries.

When He had said that, He said to them: "Do you understand

the way in which I speak to you?" Mary burst forth again and

said: "Yes, my Lord, it is that which you have said to us form-

erly; that is, 'The last will be the first, and the first shall be the

last.' The first were those who were created before us are the

Invisible ones. It is they who were created before humanity;

they and the gods and the archons; and the men who receive

the mysteries will be before them in the kingdom of the heav-

ens." Jesus said unto her: "Courage, Mary."

Thou hast said unto us formerly: "The first shall be last and

the last shall be first;" that is to say, the last of the whole hu-

man race who will be the first in the kingdom of Light, accord-

ing to the way of all who are in the place of the Light, it is

they who will be the first.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Total ^e-Integration.

Now, then, in truth, I tell you this: When the number of

perfect is complete and the Pleroma will rise, I will seat myself

in the Treasury of Light, and you, also, will be seated on the

twelve hierarchies of the tv/elve Saviors in the place of the her-

itage for each of them.

When He had said these things, He said: "Do you under-

stand what I say?" Mary advanced again and said: "Lord, on

this subject, you have spoken formerly in a parable, 'You have

endured temptations with me. I will establish a kingdom for

you, as my Father has established one for me, that you may
eat, that you may drink, at my table in my kingdom, and you

shall be seated on twelve thrones to judge the twelve tribes of

Israel.' " He said unto her: "Courage, Mary."

And in the dissolution of the world, when the Pleroma will

make its ascension, when shall have mounted the number of all

perfect souls, then I shall be king in the midst of the Parastate.

Then all those men who have received the mystery in the

Ineffable will be co-regent with me. They will be seated at my
right and at my left in my kingdom. And, in truth, I say these

men are myself and myself are these men. That is why I said

to you aforetime, "You will be seated at my right and at my
left in my kingdom, and you will reign with me."

On these points, the revelations collected by Valentine are not

as interesting as the entirely new developments which he has

given us on the agents charged with presiding at the earthly

birth and death whom he calls Receivers, who are themselves

qualified according to their dadius of action. We can say with-

out hesitation that these instructions given on spiritual beings

touch on the most profound mysteries of the temples of Initia-

tion of antiquity, and if one knows that the Virgin of Light,

the Celestial Father (Iao), the Grand Receiver Melchizedec, are

teachings reserved to the High Kabbala one will account for the

great light brought into the outer darkness by the Gnostic doctor.
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But it is not sufficient for him to describe to us the different

ways which are offered to the soul after death. He insists fur-

ther, and often on the truly Divine way, of the Virgin of Light

which offers to sinning souls safety by reincarnation. The key

of the mystery of birth is thus given from the second century

of our era, at the same time as the key of the mysteries of

death.

The Universal Spirit would lead the savages by that way to

the road to Unity. Thus, also, does the Initiate act concerning

all religions. He goes into the midst of the clergy, in the midst

of the sects of materialism, and into the midst of the profane,

enlightens them and directs them to the harbor of truth in

which each of their habitual ways lead.

But he takes good care not to convert them by strategy, by

force, or by gifts, to any particular religion, for it is the spirit

itself of Christ, in permanent action on the earth, which will

lead souls into the light, and that without severity and without

violence.

We must, indeed, not forget that there are three stages of

psychical development in each division of study, and the occult-

ist is subject to this rule, like all other seekers, until he has pen-

etrated into the plane of Unity by the spiritual way.

The first stage is obligatory for all. When one follows the

way of the intellect is the rational stage. Facts only appeal to

the mind which does not seek to know laws or principles, be

they spiritists, magnetic or magic, it matters little, it is indis-

pensible to establish the reason on the rock of experience. There

is found the key of the physical sciences through the elementary

Kabbala and the rudiments of Alchemy.

Many beginners imagine that all occultism stops there, and it

is, indeed, there that every thing useful to teaching and diffus-

ion of the elements of the occult is found.

It is a very curious thing that the human intelligence only

arriving at this point after having attained self-government, and

after having gotten rid of all teachings purely mystical, and

without experimental base, imagines that it has come to the

height of its development when it is only in its infancy. So
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those who think themselves liberated, minds free from prejudice

and superstition, look with supreme disdain on brothers who
have attained higher degrees, but who appear to them to have

retrogressed and degenerated. It is a strange error of the mind

and much more common than one would imagine.

For just as great courage has been necessary to rid oneself of

old ideas and admit the truth of occultism with its consequences,

so just as much or more courage is required to come out of

the egotism of this first stage and to commence the develop-

ment of the heart and the feelings, whereas only intellectual

development v/as necessary to the first stage.

How can one begin again to read the "Initiation," (of Christ)

the Gospels, the Buddhist books of morality; how to arrive at

certitude concerning the facts of which they treat, facts as cer-

tain as the occult truths? How, in short, to open the moral be-

ing to prayer and to the influence from on high when one

thinks himself "somebody," and when one has made himself

center in the Universe?

There is one way to that. Humility, and return to the plan

of universal communion, where the stone, the plant, and all the

forms of the Soul of the world unite in the same united thanks-

giving. Cease to think of yourself as any one; have the feel-

ing before the immense Power from on High you are hardly

anything; fraternize with your inferiors who suffer; go to the

homes of the poor in heart, in mind, in body, and teach them

to bless their trials, and to hate no more, and slowly, slowly

your free reason, your proud Will will bow under its blessed-

ness without losing anything of their qualities, and the life of

the heart will wake in you.

Then facts will be effaced before the ideas v/hich they reveal

and which they translate. The divisions of religions and of

sects disappear in universal love for sinners and for the weak;

and the soul, intoxicated by ecstasy and by the Infinite, escapes

little by little those terrestral things on which it is its duty to

exercise its activity.

But the human being is complete only by the union of sister

souls separated during physical incarnation, just as spiritual
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Being is only born in man in all its splendor if by a new and

great effort man accomplishes the union of the brain and heart,

of Fact and of Law, in order to develop the unity of the prin-

ciple.

This knowledge, illuminated by faith, and this faith strength-

ened by knowledge, one must devote to the evolution of the

feeble and the oppressed, and action more than natural must

now be the endeavor of him who aspires to the conscious suf-

ferings of the third degree.

Always unknown, he must save even those who ridicule and

insult him; he must guard them from harm and take it upon

himself if necessary. And he never shows his real powers, or

says that he is superior to the most ignorant or the most sinful

of men; for he is in the plane where all superiority has disap-

peared before the necessity of entire devotion.

This is the way indicated in the Fraternity of Rose Cross;

that is the way the Brotherhood, and it is the way which Jesus

has revealed to those who wish to follow Him.

One never attains the Path of the Lords of Life and of Suf-

fering in the astral body; only the spiritual is capable of reach-

ing that.

But the student who attempts even the first of the three

stages must have enough knowledge to respect the mystic, and

enough courage to kill the warrior who fights in his heart of

selfishnessness and pride.

Re-read the Repentances of Pistis Sophia, that lasting model

for every being who wishes to unite the devotion of the heart

to the knowledge of the brain; seek again for divine words even

though brought to you by a Gnostic Doctor. Shun clerical

despotism, whether it comes from a materialistic savant, this

priest of nothingness, or from a sectarian who wishes to convert

by severity, excommunication, or by force.

FINIS.
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