














2-±4 WITCH HILL.

asked her in what ? She said in belying herself

and others in saying she had set her hand to the

devil's book, whereas, she said, she never did. I

told her I believed she had set her hand to the

book. She answered, crying, and said, 'No, no,

no ; I never, I never did !' I asked her then what

made her say she did? She answered because

they threatened her, and told her they would put

her into the dungeon, and put her along with

Mr. Burroughs. Thus several times she followed

me up and down, telling me that she had undone

herself in belying herself and others. I asked her

why she did not deny she wrote it. She told me
because she had stood out so long in it that now
she durst not. She said also that if she told Mr,

Noyes but once she had set her hand to the book

he would believe her ; but if she told the truth and

said she had not set her hand to the book a hun-

dred times he would not believe her."

The chapter on Confessions discloses the fact

that, while very excellent persons of position and

character failed to get a patient hearing in favor

of the accused, the magistrates were willing to

accept testimony from very humble confessors.

They arrested a low woman by the name of Carrier,

taking four of her children into confinement with

her. When brought into court one of them, a

child eight years of age, confessed being a witch,

charging her mother with the crime of compelling

her to siffn the book. The Court carried her

through the larger part of the witchcraft cate-

chism, the questions of which she answered in the
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approved manner. Another child of Carrier was

put upon the stand and by leading questions made
to accuse herself, a brother, and her mother.

It is not strange that the wretched mother, evi-

dently without Christian meekness, should have

been provoked to resentment, when placed upon

her own examination. The magistrate, as usual,

assumed her guilt. She denied it. A circle girl

said she then had the black man upon whom she

looked. "What black man did you see?" asks

the Judge. "I saw no black man but your own
presence," was the sharp reply. But she trifled

with her own life. Martha Carrier was hanged.

A poor, ignorant negro slave by the name of

Candy was, in another case, put through the usual

questions, to which she readily gave the desired

answers. The following will serve as a specimen :

" Candy, are you a witch ?"

" Candy no witch in her country. Candy's

mother no witch. Candy no witch Barbadoes.

This country mistress give Candy witch."

This intelligent witness was " improved" against

her mistress.

The most painful fact connected with the con-

fessing witches remains to be told. Some of them

were tortured into confession. John Proctor, while

lying in jail, wrote a letter to the leading ministers

in Boston, begging their good offices with the

Governor in his own and his fellow-sufferers' behalf.

He said there were five persons in jail with him
who had confessed themselves to be witches. He
said two of the five were Carrier's sons, and that

16
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they were tied "neck and heels, till the blood was

ready to come out of their noses;" and that on

this account they confessed what they never did,

accusing falsely also their mother.

Proctor further said that when his son William

was being examined he refused to confess, and that

consequently he was " tied neck and heels until the

blood gushed out of his nose ;

" and that he was

told he would be so tortured twenty-four hours if

he did not confess. The young man, however,

persisted, and, through the interference of one of

his tormentors, be was relieved.

We are not told by whose authority these tor-

tures were applied. In the absence of any explicit

declaration we would believe them done by irre-

sponsible parties. They fit well the historical char-

acter of the "Vigilance Committee" of which Neal

speaks. Gentlemen composing these self-appointed

custodians of the public safety are not wont to

have bowels of compassion. We have seen a softer

kind of torture offered by the teasings of mistaken

friends, and the overbearing, protracted, and oft-

repeated examinations of the judges.

Thomas Brattle, a rich merchant, whose name
has been perpetuated by one of the streets in Bos-

ton, witnessed the doings of the Special Court.

We have his account of the witchcraft proceedings

in the fifth volume of the " Massachusetts Histori-

cal Society" publications. He says, speaking of

the confessors :
" Some of them denied their guilt

and maintained their innocency for above eighteen

hours, after most violent, distracting, and dragoon-
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in«; methods had been used with them to make

them confess." He declares, further, that more

than one of the confessors has said with many-

tears "that they thought their lives would have

gone out of their bodies, and wished they might

have been cast into the lowest dungeon rather

than be tortured with such repeated buzzings, and

chuckings, and unreasonable urgings as they were

treated withal."

Brattle again refers to the subject, saying that

"the confessors do very often contradict them-

selves;" "even the judges themselves have, at

some times, taken these confessors in flat lies or

contradictions even in the courts ; by reason of

which one would have thought that the judges

would have frowned upon the said confessors, dis-

carded them, and not minded one tittle of any

thing they said ; but, instead thereof, as sure as

we are men, the judges vindicate the confessors

and salve their contradictions by proclaiming that

the devil takes away their memory and imposes

upon their brain."

Brattle conclusively argues that if even in the

judges' estimation the devil imposes upon the

brains of these confessors no man of sense will

regard their confessions.

It is a fact worthy of note that out of the fifty-

five confessors none, except those who recanted

their confessions, were hanged.

Of the confessors who did not recant, or of whose
recantations no record is preserved, Brattle says

:

"They are possessed, I reckon, with the devil, and



248 WITCH HILL.

afflicted as the children are, and therefore not to

be regarded as to any thing they say of themselves

or others."

Having thus been behind the scenes with the

confessors, observing their distracted state of mind

under the bewildering circumstances in which

they were placed, and witnessing the methods

used which wearied out their bodily and physical

strength, besides the tortures applied to the bodies

of some, we shall have no difficulty in disposing

of their testimony.



g)^®>
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CHAPTER XXV.

©lie &olla}P0e*

¥E have seen that the Special Court, which

dispensed terror and death during its short

existence, dissolved suddenly ; and that the fury

of the witchcraft conflict subsided at the same time.

There were deeply interesting causes for these re-

sults, into which we shall briefly look.

Governor Phipps alludes to his agency in the dis-

missal of the Court in a letter to the Home Govern-

ment. He says :
" I was, almost the whole time

of the proceedings, abroad in the service of their

majesties in the eastern part of the country, and

depended upon the judgment of the Court as to a

method of proceeding in cases of witchcraft ; but

when I came home I found many persons in a

strange ferment of dissatisfaction, which was in-

creased by some hot spirits which blew up the

flame ; but on inquiry into the matter I found the

devil had taken upon him the name and shape of

several persons who were doubtless innocent, and,

to my certain knowledge, of good reputation."

The use, then, which had been made of the

specter testimony had stirred up "a strange fer-

ment." A sharp controversy had been going on

in the province on this matter from the beginning
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of the prosecutions, which had increased in bold-

ness on the part of specter opposers, so that, when
the Governor returned, about the middle of Octo-

ber, 1692, from his war with the Indians on the

coast of Maine, there was a buzzing about his ears.

He was greatly moved by what he heard. When
fenrs were expressed by old friends concerning the

fall of the Special Court, he repeated with empha-

sis, " Let it fall." He went further. He adds, in

his letter to the Home Minister :
" I have also put

a stop to the printing of any discourses one way or

the other that may increase the needless disputes

of people upon this occasion, because I saw a like-

lihood of kindling an inextinguishable flame if I

should admit any public or open contests."

The Legislature convened October 26. It had

in it a reactionary element. Some of its members

had personally suffered by the pestilential breath

of the circle girls ; more had been wounded through

condemned or accused friends. Dudley Bradstreet,

son of Governor Bradstreet, was a member from

Andover. He and his wife had been obliged to fly

to save their lives. A member from Haverhill was

connected with a family three of whose members
had been brought to the bar of the Court. A
member from Salisbury was son-in-law of Mary
Bradbury, on whom the death sentence had been

passed. These and many others were at the seat

of government with a defiant spirit of opposition.

Brattle speaks of the wide-spread opposition

which was showing itself. Writing in October, lie

says: a This you may take for a truth, that there
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are several about the Bay, men for understanding,

judgment, and piety inferior to few if any in New
England, that do utterly condemn the said pro-

ceedings, and do freely deliver their judgment in

the case to be this, namely, that these methods

will utterly ruin and undo poor New England.

I shall nominate some to you, namely, the Hon.

Simon Bradstreet, Esq., our late Governor, the

Hon. Thomas Danforth, late Deputy Governor, the

Rev. Mr. Increase Mather, and the Rev. Samuel

Willard."

He further says that, excepting Mr. Hale, Mr.

Noyes and Mr. Parris, " the reverend elders al-

most throughout the whole country are very much
dissatisfied." One judge, he says, had left the

Court " dissatisfied," being unwilling to have any

official connection with it. Many, both of the re-

tired and active justices in the Province, were

showing their hands in opposition. Some of those

holding positions as magistrates in Boston were

threatening to resign rather than to be used as

tools of the accusing girls.

We take great satisfaction in this uprising of

such numbers of the people, judges, clergy, and

men of position in the State, to arrest at this

point the destroying angel of witchcraft. Had it

developed during the earlier legal investigation so

as to have prevented the existence of the death-

dealing Special Court, our satisfaction would have

been deeper.

There was a reason for dissatisfaction on the

pa t of some, at the proceedings in Salem, worthy
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of special note. We must charitably believe it

was only one among many reasons of a more disin-

terested nature. The accusers, prompted no doubt

in part by their great success, had attained to a

profound contempt for excellence of character

and prominence of position in those at whom they

chose to aim their poisoned arrows. The wife of

Governor Phipps had been struck by one. The

Rev. Samuel Willard of Boston was selected as a

victim—the arrow being placed in the string and

brought to the sight ; but it was struck from the

bow by one of the judges, who told the accusing

girl she had mistaken the person. A mother-in-

law of one of the acting magistrates ; a member
of the family of the President of Harvard College

;

the wife of the Rev. Mr. Hale of Beverly ; a ven-

erable minister in Andover ; all felt the far-reach-

ing powder of their shafts. They were becoming

as relentless as the destroying angel sent by God
against Egypt, and they promised that there

should not be a home nor a family in which there

should not be an exceeding bitter cry for one slain

—even from the Governor's mansion to the lowest

cabin of the poor. It was esteemed no doubt by
the judges a solemn duty to sit in judgment on

the value of the accusers' testimony, and to give

it weight against the prisoners; but to be the

victims of their accusations was another thing.

Mr. Hale did not maliciously, but only blindly act

when he aided by his great influence to give wings

to their words ; but when they flew into the sacred

enclosure of his own home and struck his wife.
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who had been eminent for her purity of heart and

usefulness of life, the scales fell from his eyes.

There were parties every-where, it may be pre-

sumed, like the Jews in Queen Esther's day, who
were ready, when the arm of persecution faltered,

to assail their assailants. The Andover people

were especially plucky at this crisis. They obtained

warrants and proceeded to arrest the accusers for

slander. These " pests " soon found that there was
more " sport " in smiting than in being smitten.

They at once ceased to accuse. They cried for

quarter and withdrew from the contest. But they

had no reason to complain, though their occupa-

tion was gone. Their "amazing fits" ceased. All

torturing and affrighting ghosts vanished into thin

air. " When the spectral testimony was discred-

ited the afflictions of the afflicted ceased" is a

declaration that comes to us in substance from

both their friends and their enemies.

Bently says :
" Witchcraft soon proved itself to

be an error to be corrected in the public opinion

and not in courts of justice. ... As soon as the

judges ceased to condemn, the people ceased to

accuse. Just as after a storm, the people were

astonished to see the light break out on them again.

Terror at the violence and guilt of the proceed-

ings succeeded instantly to the conviction of blind

zeal, and what every one had encouraged all pro-

fessed to abhor. Few dared to blame other men,

because few were innocent. They who w^ere most

active remembered that they had applauded. The

guilt and the shame became the portion of the
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country, while Salem had the infamy of being the

place of the transaction."

We may now walk over the battle-field and

mark the track along which the conflict raged.

Twenty had been slain ; two besides had died in

prison. The good name of many excellent people

had been for the time blasted. A husband and

wife had accused each other; parents had acknowl-

edged their children bewitched, and children had

sworn away, in distraction and terror, the lives of

their parents. Of course many homes, where be-

fore peace and joy had dwelt, were filled with

discord and wretchedness. Confidence, the bond

of union, had been broken, and distrust had taken

its place. The enemy whom bolts and solid walls

could not keep from the dwelling was feared more

than the open, defiant foe; and with reason, for

the former smote in the dark. To the children

especially the day as well as the night was

made hideous by frightful sights and sounds witli

which their distempered imaginations filled every

place.

A less but no small evil was the loss, to a great

extent, of the means of a comfortable subsistence.

A spring, summer, and fall had been struck from

the year. The hand of industry had been para-

lyzed. No harvest had been gathered, because no

seed had been planted. Trade had stagnated or

was turned from its customary channels, and busi-

ness in general received a shock from which it was

slow in recovering. Taxes, which before were

esteemed heavy, were greatly increased. The ae-
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cused were plundered by the government to pay

in part the extraordinary expense attending their

examinations. A few facts will show how this was

done. John Proctor, writing to some of the min-

isters of Boston from his prison, says, " They have

already undone us in our estates."

The old man George Jacobs had received the

death sentence, but this was not enough :
" The

sheriff and officers came and seized all he had ; his

wife had her wedding-ring taken from her, but,

with great difficulty, obtained it again. She was

forced to buy provisions of the sheriff, such as he

had taken, toward her support, which, not being

sufficient, the neighbors in charity relieved her."

His son, George Jacobs, Jun., who fled to save

his life, whose wife and daughter were imprisoned

at a cost to him " of twelve pounds in money to

the officers, besides other charges," and whose

property was utterly destroyed, at a later period

returned an inventory of what the sheriff took

from the parental homestead. It runs thus :
" Five

cows, fair large cattle ; eight loads of English hay

taken out of the barn ; twelve barrels of cider

;

sixty bushels of Indian corn ; a mare ; five swine

;

two feather-beds, furniture, rugs, blankets, sheets,

bolsters and pillows ; two brass kettles ; twelve

shillings in money ; a large gold thumb ring ; a

quantity of pewter ; besides an abundance of small

things—meat in the house, fowls, chairs, etc.—took

clear away."

Many such bills wTere afterward presented to the

government.
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But there is a more painful feature of this legal-

ized plundering. Persons arrested were compelled

to pay all charges of every kind. Their board,

fuel, clothes, traveling expenses to their place of

imprisonment and from jail to jail when removed,

all came in to swell the ruinous expense levied

upon their estates or friends. Nor was this all.

Fees were required at every turn—a fee to the

clerk of the court, a fee for a reprieve, a fee for a

discharge, and even a fee to the hangman ! One
man paid two pounds and ten shillings to get the

body of his mother who died in prison.

Added to these demands of the law was the loss

in some cases to the prosecuted from the unre-

strained freedom of the mob. " As soon as Phillip

English was apprehended, his house was opened

and every thing movable became free plunder to

the multitude."

It is not strange that the accounts speak of " a

diminished population," and of " shadows cast

over a broad surface, darkening the condition of

generations."

Notwithstanding the witchcraft conflict had been

so disastrous to the whole community, and its de-

feat in the fall of the Special Court so marked, the

prosecuting party showed for awhile faint efforts

of life.

The regular court, called the Superior Court,

was held in Salem in January, 1693. Lieutenant-

Governor Stoughton was Chief-Justice. Specter

evidence was forbidden. Calef says, "At these

trials some of the jury made inquiry of the Court
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what account they ought to make of the specter

evidence, and received for answer

—

cAs much as

of chips in toort

!

'
"

Though the ghosts were ordered out of the court,

the Grand Jury indicted fifty persons for witchcraft,

twenty of whom were tried, and three condemned.

It is thought the Court made free use of the con-

fessors in finding even these guilty. In the subse-

quent sessions, which continued until May, the trials

uniformly resulted in acquittals; at this time the

plucky Governor came down upon the proceedings

again, and by proclamation opened all the prison

doors to the alleged witches, setting free not only

the suspected but even those under the sentence

of death. It was a wonderful jail-delivery ! One
hundred and fifty were set at liberty at this time

—

at least such of them as could pay their jail bills.

How many were arrested in all is not certainly

known ; it must have been several hundred.

But we may not fully understand the effects of

this wild witchcraft ferment unless we scrutinize

them somewhat in detail. This we shall attempt

to do in the next chapter.



CHAPTER XXVI.

IradiNiRtg ©£ tlK ®nalg art Ufftfailtiowg.

¥E have spoken of the desolated track of the

delusion. We have noticed its annoying,

often ruinous effects upon those committed to pris-

on, though not condemned. As in a wreck by a

storm at sea, or a collision of railroad cars, there are

not only the aggregate and individual losses which

belong to the history of such events, but interest-

ing personal incidents ; so in the witchcraft storm

and consequent catastrophe. We shall present a

few of them in illustration of our story.

Some of those committed to prison who had in-

fluential friends, or that special friend, wealth,

were allowed, under bonds, a private custody.

William Hobbs, whose trial we have noticed, was

bailed out by two of his neighbors. When the

day of his trial arrived they did not think his ap-

pearance at the Court safe, so they generously paid

the bond—two hundred pounds. This undoubt-

edly saved his life. At the session of the Superior

Court in May of the next year, the specters hav-

ing disappeared, Hobbs appeared, was discharged,

and the money of his friends returned by the

officials.

The reader will recollect the case of Captain
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John Alden of the provincial navy, whose personal

account of the rough handling he received by the

circle we have given. He escaped from the Bos-

ton jail in the middle of September, when con-

demnations were being made in large installments,

and the danger was imminent. He fled to Dux-

bury and was secreted by his friends. He made his

appearance among them late at night. They were

alarmed at his sudden and untimely presence, and

asked an explanation. He replied, "I am flying

from the devil and the devil is after me." He too

reported in person to the Court when it had re-

covered its senses, and was discharged.

If there was energy manifested in this and many
other cases in flying from the accusers, there was,

as we have seen, a hot haste often on the part of

the prosecuting party. This is further illustrated

by the following statements in reference to the

arrest of Mary Easty. It will be recollected that

she had been arrested and committed to prison.

For some reason she was soon after set at liberty.

As soon as she was again in the bosom of her now
happy family, and while their tears of joy still

moistened their faces, the girls opened upon her

their most destructive enginery, intensified in power

by their wrath at her escape.

On the 20th of May Mercy Lewis, being at the

house of John Putnam, had fits, and experienced

tortures not exceeded, ifwe may credit the accounts,

in the agony suffered or the peril of life experi-

enced, by any which were endured in the whole of

that eventful period of Satan's unchaining. Her



260 WITCH HILL.

tormentor flaunted a winding-sheet in her face,

brought chains and coiled them about her tender

neck with witch brutality ; choked and crushed

her until life faintly and feebly lingered in its

earthly casket. Ann Putnam was sent for to see

who hurt Mercy. Ann came, accompanied by
Abigail Williams. This was in the forenoon of

May 20th. The messenger had traveled a mile

and a quarter. He was started again for Mary
Walcot, another ride of three miles. Miss Walcot

hurried along, of course, and had scarcely given

her opinion when away the messenger flew for

Elizabeth Hubbard, another three miles. Evening

came on, and with it neighbors and friends from

far and near hurried to the spot, gathered by
rumors of the more than death agonies of Mercy

Lewis. The girls with one voice shrieked, Mary
JEasty ! They clearly saw her and her accom-

plices torturing Mercy. So plainly did they de-

scribe each Satanic act of the witches, and so

vividly did they portray the form and spirit of

their coming with " book," " winding-sheet," and
a chain," that the pitying spectators seemed to hear

and see. It was eight o'clock. Messengers go to

the Town for a warrant against Mary Easty, and

return. Another eight miles has been traveled.

Armed with this fatal authority, Marshal Herrick,

a young man of knightly bearing and fiery zeal,

spurs on his panting horse until he reins up at

Isaac Easty's in Topsfield. His wife, Mary, is torn

from her bed and distracted family, and Herrick,

at midnight, is again at the bedside of poor, sutler-
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ing, and, as he fears, dying Mercy Lewis. Another

six miles has been accomplished. While the dark-

ness so fitting to the transaction still rests upon

the forest through which she has ridden, Mrs. Easty

is lying, chained, in a dungeon of Salem jail. At
midnight sleeping in unsuspecting security under

her own roof, surrounded with her family ; now at

least seven miles away, and treated as the worst

of criminals. Her husband, referring to the trans-

action twenty years afterward forcibly exclaimed,
u It was a hellish molestation."

The husband of Elizabeth How was blind. They
had two daughters, Mary and Abigail. When the

wife and mother was under arrest, one of them ac-

companied their father tw^ice a week to visit their

mother, and to bear to her within her gloomy cell

the assurances of their abiding love. Their house

was off the public road ; the distance considerable,

and the exposure to annoyances by the wTay from

excited and bewildered travelers very great. But
their affection knew no obstacles. They exhausted

their humble means in relieving her necessities.

When she was condemned to die, one of them
traveled to Boston and begged in vain for her life.

As we have seen, she was hanged, but her last

moments were blessed by these tokens of love, and

by their declaration that their "honored mother

was as innocent of the crime charged as any per-

son in the world."

There is a touching story of the heroism of a

young man in behalf of his mother. He succeeded

in securing her escape from jail, and secreted her
17



262 WITCH HILL.

in the woods. Not daring to trust her sacred per-

son in any known habitation during the raging of

the witchcraft storm, he built for her a wigwam in

the depth of the forest. One of her limbs wras

injured in her efforts to clear the prison wall, yet

here he fed, nursed, and watched her until the dan-

ger had passed away.

In noticing the incidents of the conflict, we
should do great injustice to the subject if we did

not present those concerning the sufferers in prison

and the victims on the gallows. Manly and Chris-

tian fortitude have seldom in the history of the

world been put to a severer test than by the treat-

ment these persons received. The sudden surprisal

of some of them by the officers of the law, in the

midst of their quiet and happy homes ; the strange

nature of the charge against them; the arbitrary

methods and cruel spirit of the Court ; the plun-

dering of their goods, and the imposing upon them

the expenses of their arrest and imprisonment ; the

crowded, poorly furnished, and scantily provisioned

condition of the jails ; the virtuous and depraved

made companions in suffering—all these facts

made an accumulated weight upon body and mind

which no common fortitude could sustain.

There was to some, perhaps, one consideration

more crushing than all besides. It was this : Their

consciousness of innocence and their personal

views of the evidence of their guilt were in con-

flict. They would, as readily as any of the Court,

have condemned others on the proof of guilt

brought against themselves. They believed in all
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that the Court believed, and only had what the

Court could not have, a consciousness of innocence.

The Rev. Mr. Burroughs, whose case in many re-

spects was harder than that of any other, seems to

have been in just this perplexity. The exhibitions

against him were to his mind " an amazing provi-

dence." He knew nothing of it. He declared that

he did not blame the judges. He was cut off from

every outward support. He turned for strength

and comfort in the dark hour to God "who only

giveth songs in the night."

The destitute, suffering condition of those im-

prisoned is referred to in an address of seven citi-

zens of Andover to the General Court, concerning

their wives and children, praying that they might

be released on bonds, " to remain as prisoners in

their own houses, where they may be more ten-

derly cared for." They speak of them as, "A com-

pany of poor distressed creatures, as full of inward

grief and trouble as they are able to bear up in life

withal." They refer to their want of proper food

and sufficient shelter from the cold, "which may
dispatch such out of the way that have not been

used to such hardships." They also speak feel-

ingly of the ruinous demands made for the support

of these prisoners upon their families.

But we need not pursue this painful part of our

history further. This much is due to these suf-

ferers, that the Christian patience with which the

most of them endured their wrongs, and the joy they

experienced at the proclamation which opened their

prison doors, may be appreciated by the reader.
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The incidents connected with those who suffered

the death penalty demand attention, and will be

found of peculiar interest. Brattle, who was pres-

ent in Salem during the trial and execution of at

least some of them, thus speaks of their last mo-

ments: "As to the late executions, I shall only

tell you that, in the opinion of many unprejudiced,

considerate, and considerable spectators, some of

the condemned went out of the world not only

with as great protestations, but also with as good

shows of innocency, as men could do.

" They protested their innocency as in the pres-

ence of the great God, whom forthwith they were

to appear before ; they wished, and declared their

wish, that their blood might be the last innocent

blood shed upon that account. With great affec-

tion they entreated C. M. (Cotton Mather) to pray

with them. They prayed that God would discover

what witchcrafts were among us; they forgave

their accusers ; they spake without reflection upon

jury and judges for bringing them in guilty and

condemning them ; they prayed earnestly for par-

don for all otJier sins and for an interest in the

precious blood of our dear Redeemer, and seemed

to be very sincere and upright, and sensible of

their circumstances on all accounts; especially

Proctor and Willard, whose management of them-

selves from the jail to the gallows, and whilst at

the gallows, was very affecting and melting to the

hearts of some considerable spectators whoni I

could mention."

The words and spirit of Burroughs in his last
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moments were eminently Christ-like. He made a

speech upon the ladder of the gallows in which he

declared his innocence. The solemnity and seri-

ousness of his expressions excited the admiration

of all present. His prayer was uttered with such

well-chosen words, composure, and fervency of

spirit, that the spectators were melted to tears, and

some of them seemed ready to hinder his execu-

tion. Most fittingly his last words were those of

the Lord's Prayer.

The accusing girls, following their victim to the

very last moment of his mortal life, were moved to

jealousy by this evidence of his innocence. They
tried to break its force by saying that the Black

Man stood and dictated to him.

The parting interview of Sarah Easty with her

husband, children, and friends, was characterized

by Christian dignity and affection. Her words

and sweetness of spirit drew tears from all who
were present.

The persons executed were carried in a cart from

the jail to Witch Hill. The eight executed in

September made one load. The distance was con-

siderable, as we shall see when we visit the locali-

ties, and, no doubt, the roads rough and the ascent

of the hill difficult. It is not surprising that the

cart was for some time " set," aggravating the

painfulness of their situation.

The bodies of the executed seem to have been

buried by the Sheriff on or near the place of execu-

tion. Sheriff Corwin, in his official return in the

case of Bridget Bishop, which has been preserved,
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after stating the fact of having hanged her, adds,

"and buried her on the spot," but drew his pen

across the words, as if the statement were not neces-

sary to the return. Declarations were made in

print a few years after, of the bad treatment the

bodies received at the hands of those charged with

carrying into effect the sentence of the law; and

tradition preserves the stories of the stealthy re-

covery of some of the bodies by their friends. We
know that there was a fearful kind of insanity pos-

sessing at the time the minds of the people, includ-

ing those in authority, concerning what was due

a witch, whether living or dead. It was this that

developed so many strange and painful incidents,

with which our story is illustrated.



CHAPTER XXVII.

¥E have endeavored to describe the ruin pro-

duced by the witchcraft furor, illustrating it

by incidents of personal experiences. Faint in-

deed has been our portrayal of what can never be

fully apprehended. But the sad scenes and bitter

griefs which have come to our notice naturally

prompt the inquiry, Who were responsible? We
may not in truth write, as reporters often do of

collisions on the public thoroughfares by cars and

by steamers, "Nobody was to blame." We lose

the benefits of the moral lesson of great public

calamities unless we candidly and carefully note

individual responsibility for their occurrence.

Yet the inquiry in this case is both delicate and

difficult. We will not affect to hold a plummet

equal to its mysterious depth. But we may pre-

sent some facts which will aid the reader to a

judgment concerning the moral relations of the

principal actors, to the final consequences.

The ministers of the province, especially those

of Salem, Boston, and their vicinities, appear prom-

inently among these actors. It is not easy to give

their true position, but we shall endeavor to do it

with painstaking and candor.
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We have presented, in connection "with the ac-

count of the Special Court, the substance of a let-

ter to the authorities signed by twelve prominent

ministers, in which their judgment is stated of the

method which ought to be adopted in the legal

proceedings. We refer the reader to that account.*

They advised that "very critical and exquisite

caution" be used in the admission of spectral evi-

dence. Cotton Mather, who wrote the letter above

noticed, and who claims to have held opinions on

this point in common with his clerical brethren,

says, in a letter to one of the judges, written in

March, 1692, about the commencement of the ex-

aminations, " I must humbly beg you, in the man-

agement of the affair in your most worthy hands,

you do not lay more stress upon pure specter testi-

mony than it will bear." He further says that if

there be "good legal evidence" that the specters

of accused persons torment the afflicted, it may be

used as presumptive, but not convicting proof of

guilt. He declares it certain that devils have

sometimes assumed the shape not only of innocent,

but very virtuous persons.

Dr. Increase Mather, then President of Harvard

College, wrote and published about the time of the

witchcraft trials, " Cases of conscience concerning

evil spirits personating men, etc." It bore the in-

dorsement of fourteen ministers of Boston and

vicinity. Of the afflicted persons he says: "What
they affirm concerning others is not to be taken

for evidence. Whence had they this supernatural

* Page 203.
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sight? It must be either from heaven or from

hell. If from heaven, let their testimony be re-

ceived. But if they had this knowledge from hell,

though there may possibly be truth in what they

affirm, they are not legal witnesses ; for the law of

God allows of no revelation from any other spirit

but himself, Isaiah viii, 19. It is a sin against

God to make use of the devil's help to know that

which cannot be otherwise known; and I testify

against it as a great transgression which may justly

provoke the Holy One of Israel to let loose devils

on the whole land, Luke iv, 38."

He says again :
" The first case that I am

desired to express my judgment in is this,

Whether it is not possible for the devil to impose

on the imaginations of persons bewitched, and

cause them to believe that an innocent, yea, that

a pious person does torment them, when the

devil himself does it ; or whether Satan mny not

appear in the shape of an innocent and pious,

as well as of a hurtful and wricked person,

to afflict such as suffer by diabolical moles-

tations. The answer to the question must be

affirmative."

A person of some prominence in Boston, having

a sick child, carried it to Salem to the circle girls,

to see what they would say of its disease. They,

of course, saw specters of certain persons whom
they named, afflicting it. The father returned

home and attempted to get warrants to arrest the

persons represented. President Mather interfered

and reproved him sharply. "What!" said he, "is
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there not a God in Boston, that you should go to

the devil in Salem for advice?"

We have given, in our chapter on " Strange

Things," the history of Elizabeth Knapp of Groton,

whose case the Rev. Mr. Willard managed and

cured without the aid of courts.

In 1692 he published a tract with this title:

" Some Miscellaneous Observations on our present

Debates respecting Witchcraft."* In it we have

Mr. Willard's opinions concerning the right method
of trying witches, as opposed to that of the Judges.

He argues that for conviction there must be, first,

a fact done and proved ; second, indubitable evi-

dence that the fact proves the crime charged

;

third, a clear legal proof that the accused did the

fact. By "legal proof" he means, first, a confes-

sion of one not frightened nor forced into it, and

in his " right mind ; " second, the testimony of two

human witnesses to the same fact. By a human
witness he means one who obtains his knowledge

by " the natural use of his senses."

He argues that the afflicted are not competent

witnesses because "they are possessed;" because

they cannot give a full and clear testimony to

the face of the prisoner " as required by law and

reason;" because the alleged smiting down of

the accusers by the accused, by their looks and mo-

tions, is more than can be proved; because the

judges themselves allow that the devils sometimes

* This tract has been very scarce, and known only to anti-

quaries. It was published entire in the July number of the

"Congregational Quarterly," 1869.
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take away the memory of the afflicted, so dis-

qualifying them to speak; and, finally, because

their testimony is not human, and so not legal.

He pointedly declares that the judges must believe

that all that are accused are witches, or that the

afflicted either lie or are deluded.

The ministers generally believed that " prayer

is the powerful and effectual remedy against the

malicious practices of devils and those that cove-

nant with them." We have seen that at the com-

mencement of the witchcrafts of Salem Village

the ministers of the vicinity met at Mr. Parris'

house for fasting and prayer in behalf of the

afflicted. Cotton Mather declared that "prayer

and faith was the thing which drew the devil from

the Goodwin children ;
" and he recommends it in

his letter to Judge Richards. Referring in his

"Magnolia" to the witchcraft uprising at Salem,

he says :
" In fine, the country was in a dreadful

ferment, and wise men foresaw a long train of dis-

mal and bloody consequences. Hereupon they first

advised that the afflicted might be kept asunder in

the closest privacy ; and one particular person,

(whom I have cause to know,) in pursuance of this

advice, offered himself, singly, to provide accom-

modations for any six of them, that so the success

of more than ordinary power of prayer and fasting

might, with patience, be experienced, before any

other courses were taken."

We learn elsewhere that he, Cotton Mather,

was that " one particular person," and we sup-

pose he refers to the ministers as the " wise
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men " who " foresaw the dismal and bloody con-

sequences."

We have dwelt thus in detail upon the " specter

testimony," because the whole question of responsi-

bility turned upon its use. With it and by it the

witchcraft angel of death spread his wings on the

blast. When it became of no more value than
" chips in wort " the death angel disappeared.

We shall now show how the above-stated

opinions of the clergy on this vital point were

qualified by other statements, and by their appli-

cation of it—or, at least, the application of it by
some of them—to the occurring trials.

The reader will have noticed that the ministers

uniformly insisted upon " critical and exquisite

caution " in handling specter testimony, and never

demanded a prohibition of its use. Mr. Wil-

lard came near making this demand; he utterly

disallowed it except as an inquiry in cases of per-

sons of previous bad life. Dr. Increase Mather, in

immediate connection with his declaration that to

convict a witch on spectral evidence is a "great

transgression," says : "The devil's accusations may
be so far regarded as to cause an inquiry into the

truth of things." His son, Cotton Mather, when
referring to the " odd effects " produced by the

looks and touch of the accused upon the accusers,

speaks of them as " things wherein the devils may
as much impose upon some h armless people as by
the representation of their shapes;" yet, in de-

scribing these "odd effects" as occurring in the

trials, he speaks of them in graphic language as
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matters of fact. The following is an illustration

:

" When many of the accused came upon their

examination, it was found that the demons, who
had more than a thousand ways abusing of the poor

afflicted people, had with a marvelous exactness

represented them
;
yea, it was found that many of

the accused but casting their eyes upon the af-

flicted, the afflicted, though their faces were never

so much another way, would fall down and lie in a

sort of swoon, wherein they would continue, what-

ever hands were laid upon them, until the hands

of the accused came to touch them, and then they

wrould revive immediately; and it was found that

various kinds of natural actions done by many of

the accused in or to their own bodies, as leaning,

bending, or turning awry, or squeezing their hands,

or the like, were presently attended by the like

things preternaturally done upon the bodies of

the afflicted, though they were so far asunder

that the afflicted could not at all observe the

accused."

He adds at the close of this account :
" Flashy

people may burlesque these things, but when hun-

dreds of the most sober people in a country where

they have as much mother wit certainly as the rest

of mankind know them to be true, nothing but the

absurd and forward spirit of Sadduceeism can ques-

tion them. I have not yet mentioned so much as

one thing that will not be justified, if it be re-

quired, by the oaths of more considerate persons

than any that can ridicule these odd phenomena."

The point is that, while Mr. Mather believed
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that the devil could deceive by these odd effects,

those exhibited at the examinations are assumed

to have been results of what was done by the

accused upon the accusers, the very point denied

by Mr. Willard but claimed by the judges. He
thus establishes them as " presumptions," and they

become practically decisive evidence of guilt. He
affirms that the same use might be made of spectral

representations, for " many witchcrafts had been

fairly detected on inquiries provoked and begun

by spectral exhibitions."

Again, in a letter written about the middle of

June, 1692, at a most critical time of the proceed-

ings, Cotton Mather, after emphasizing the fact

that the devil might appear in any person's shape,

even his own, says :
" Nevertheless, a very great

use is to be made of the spectral impressions upon

the sufferers. They justly introduce and determine

an inquiry into the circumstances of the person

accused, and they strengthen other presumptions.

When so much use is made of those things, I

believe the use for which God intends them is

made."

We learn, from Cotton Mather's letter to Judge

Richards, referred to in another place, that among
these " other presumptions," in his judgment,

which gave weight to specter evidence, were

wounds given to specters and received by witches;

tlie discovery of " witch-marks " or teats on the

bodies of the accused; and the water ordeal, for

he says, " some might be found buoyant if the

water ordeal were made upon them."
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We have not been able to find any evidence

that the magistrates of Salem followed this sug-

gestion, by throwing the accused, with their thumbs

and toes tied together, into the water, to see if they

would float, after the manner of the " Witch-find-

er General." As to the presumption from witch-

marks, Hutchinson says :
" Some said the credulity

was such that a flea-bite would pass well enough

for a teat or devil's mark."

The way in which some of the ministers quali-

fied and explained their views of spectral evidence

is seen further by a statement made by Increase

Mather in his " Cases of Conscience." He says

:

"I know that at a meeting of the ministers at

Cambridge, August 1, 1692, there were seven

Elders present besides the President of the College.

The question then discoursed on was whether the

devil may not sometimes have a permission to

represent an innocent person as tormenting such

as are under diabolical molestation ? The answer,

which they all concurred in, was in these words,

namely, 'That the devil may sometimes have a

permission to represent an innocent person as tor-

menting such as are under diabolical molestations,

but that such things are rare and extraordinary,

especially when such matters come before civil

judicatures;' and that some of the most eminent

ministers of the land who were not at that meet-

ing are of the same judgment I am assured."

Cotton Mather in his " Wonders of the Invisible

World " refers to this meeting, and says it uttered

the sense of other ministers " eminently cautious



276 WITCH HILL.

and judicious." These explanations of their posi-

tion on spectral evidence account for the language

of the ministers in the second article of their ad-

vice to the authorities. They there "with all

thankfulness acknowledge the success which a

merciful God " had given to the endeavors of the

magistrates " to detect abominable witchcrafts."

The readers know what the methods were which

the magistrates used to secure this " success."



CHAPTER XXVIII.

THE acting magistrates have been before us in

their official conduct. They have not made
the most favorable impression by the manner in

which they have discharged their duties in the

court-room. Their bearing toward the trembling

prisoners has been harsh and oppressive. There

has been scarcely a concealment of the fact that

condemnation preceded trial. No counsel was

allowed the prisoners, and friends expressed their

sympathy for them in the presence of authority at

the peril of their lives. The examinations in many
cases were hasty, and the execution followed swift

upon condemnation. The crowd of amazed spec-

tators in the court-room listened with profound

interest. The Judges, with solemn dignity occu-

pying an elevated seat, attended by other office-

bearers, with the afflicted girls close at hand,

flanked by John Indian, awaited the prisoner.

Her approach sent the girls into convulsive fits,

and John Indian into ground tumblings. The
piercing, agonizing cries of the girls filled the court-

room, and reached the ears of the excited people

without. Their eyes set in their heads, their

distorted countenances as they writhed in pain,

]8
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filled the Court and spectators with awe and grief.

The prisoner was blindfolded and made to touch

the sufferers, and immediately they were well ; or,

if they did not instantly recover, as was usually

the case, the Judge pronounced them well* Now
came the battle between the accused and accusers,

or the contest in which it was assumed by the

Court that the prisoner knocked down the wit-

nesses by a glance of her eye, a pressure of her

hand, though several feet off—by the movement
of a foot, or the twisting of the body. The patient

Court lost hours of precious time by this annoying

wickedness of the arraigned. It was to them the

consummation of criminality to " act witchcraft in

the presence of authority." They ordered the

prisoner to be bound in the presence of the Court

and people. An officer was placed at either side

of her to prevent Satanic acting. She was com-

manded to look away from the accused, while, at

the intervals of composure on the part of the wit-

nesses, the Judge demanded of the prisoner to ex-

plain these wonderful phenomena. " Who hurts

these ? " " Can you tell what afflicts them ? " which
meant, Clear yourself from responsibility for this

witchcraft—Prove your innocence ! Generally the

trembling prisoner was wholly at loss, and as sur-

prised and awed by these sights and sounds as was
the Court and gaping crowd, and could only say,

meekly, "It is an amazing and humbling provi-

dence; I know nothing of it," acquiescing in the

justice of a sentence of guilty although conscious

of innocence. Occasionally a prisoner, provoked
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and stung by the injustice of the magistrate and

the impertinence of an under officer or bystander,

answered, "How should I know? don't ask me!"
or, being keenly wounded, retorted, "You are a

liar! I am no more a witch than you are a wiz-

ard ;
" or, more rarely, one coolly declared, "These

may dissemble for aught I know;" "The devil

may take any shape;" "I do not know that there

are any witches." In the meantime the Judges

and their satellites urge the prisoners to confess,

as the only means of salvation either in this world

or the next, and the girls shriek from incessant at-

tacks by horrid ghosts. They are seized by the

throat and strangled till they are black in the face.

They are pinched, pierced with pins, knocked down,

and heavy specters sit upon their breasts until

the young life is nearly crushed from their bodies.

This is varied by more appalling incidents. The
girls see, not spirits called " from the vasty deep,"

but specters from the graves of murdered men,

women, and children. They come in their wind-

ing-sheets, with faces snowy white when they look

at the witnesses, but which turn as red as blood

when they look upon the accused. These cry

mightily for vengeance, threatening Court and

witnesses if their wrongs are not redressed by the

punishment of the prisoner. To be sure, the Court

see none of these. But then the girls—" the poor

afflicted"—do, and it is to their honors just as cer-

tainly true.

A less terrific exhibition was the prisoner in

specter sitting on a beam, at which the specter-
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sighted witness pointed, and toward which Court

and audience gazed, yet beheld nothing. Xor did

these audacious ghosts always keep at such respect-

ful distances. They came into the very face of

authority, and once the Judge was assured one

sat on the table in front of him. His honor struck

at it bravely writh his sword-cane, breaking the

cane but not, so far as we are informed, hurting

the specter.

In all this there was no trifling. There was to

every one—from the anxious Judges, oppressed by
a sense of their responsibility, to the humblest by-

stander—with a few exceptions, an appalling real-

ity in the whole scene. To the prisoner it carried

with it a blasted reputation, a ruined estate, and

an ignominious death. Who was responsible ?

Let us look at the Judges out of the Court,

through the eyes of their friends as well as ene-

mies, and from a point of view affording greater

promptings to a charitable judgment than that

afforded by their official bearing.

We will first call upon their friends the Mathers

—father and son—to speak in their behalf. These

eminent ministers were their personal friends, had

a large influence in appointing them to office, and

in the bringing into existence the special court

over which they so fatally presided. They must

be allowed to take the stand, and none will have

any reason to doubt the sincerity of their testimony.

Cotton Mather speaking, in his "Wonders of

the Invisible World," of the Judges in their con-

nection with the witchcraft proceedings, mentions
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" their heart-breaking solicitude how they might

therein best serve God and man. Have there been

faults on any side fallen into ? Surely they have

at worst been but the faults of a well-meaning

ignorance."

In his diary he says, "I saw in most of the

Judges a most charming instance of prudence and

patience ; and I know the exemplary prayer and

anguish of soul wherewith they had sought the

direction of Heaven above most other people,

whom I generally saw enchanted into a raging,

railing, scandalous, and unreasonable disposition,

as the distress increased upon us. For this cause,

though I could not allow the principles that some

of the Judges espoused, yet I could not but speak

honorably of their persons on all occasions; and

my compassion upon the sight of their difficulties,

raised by my journeys to Salem, the chief seat of

the diabolical vexations, caused me yet more to

do so."

Writing to a friend in midsummer, 1692, when
the witchcraft excitement was fiercer than the dog-

star heat, he speaks of the danger that the devil

might " serve the Court a trick " by the evidence

presented, and adds, "It is of singular happiness

that we are blessed with Judges who are aware of

this danger."

Again, " Our honorable judges have used, as

judges have heretofore done, spectral evidence,

to introduce their further inquiries into the lives

of the persons accused ; and they have, therefore,

by the wonderful providence of God, been so
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strengthened with other evidences, that some of

the witch gang have been fairly executed."

He gives the magistrates an indirect but valuable

indorsement in his estimate of the accused persons

at Salem Village. It is in this style :
" The devil

exhibiting himself ordinarily as a small black man,

has decoyed a fearful knot of proud, forward, igno

rant, envious, and malicious creatures to list them-

selves in his horrid service by entering their names

in a book by him tendered unto them."

Soon after the collapse of the witchcraft excite-

ment, Cotton Mather wrote the history, in part, of

the trials by the Special Court, in the preface of

which he calls the executed persons " malefactors,"

and refers to the trials as giving occasion for " a

pious thankfulness unto God for justice being so

far done among us." When Burroughs, Willard,

Proctor, Jacobs, and Carrier were hanged, he was

present, and said they all died by a righteous sen-

tence. If, therefore, in his judgment, the executed

were proved " malefactors," (and if they had not

been legally proved so he should not, and we think

he wrould not, have called them "malefactors,")

and if the trials evinced "justice" being done,

then were the judges the right men, in the right

place, at the right time.

The book which contains these words which bear

so favorably upon the judges, President Mather

read and approved before it was printed.

But we must call upon less partial persons to

speak of the judges. Brattle, to whom we have

before referred, speaking of the judges and spectral
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evidence, says that they " will by no means allow-

that any are brought in guilty and condemned by
virtue of specter evidence as it is called."

Mr. Willard in his " Some Miscellany Observa-

tions," says that the judges say "the devil is in the

specter by the person's consent," and " tell us that

the devil cannot represent an innocent person doing

mischief." And, at the same time, Mr. Willard

represents the judges as saying :
" We never im-

prisoned any on mere spectral evidence, or the bare

accusation of the afflicted." If they claimed thai

they never " imprisoned " any on such evidence,

we safely infer that they denied ever condemning

any to death by such a process.

Mr. Willard regards this claim, as we might sup-

pose, as preposterous. He answers that they might

as well insist that they have not " examined any

publicly who wTere before of good reputation."

And Brattle says of such avowals: "Whether it

is not purely by specter evidences that these per-

sons are found guilty, I leave any man of sense to

judge and determine." .

Most men " of sense " who read the court records

of the trials will, wre think, "judge and determine"

tli at every person committed to prison, and every

person whose life was taken away, thus suffered by
specter evidence alone. But we may consider,

though we may not accept, the magistrate's dis-

claimer.

The facts, then, concerning the magistrates and

ministers seem to stand thus : The magistrates

believed that the appearance of a person in spec-
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ter, tormenting the afflicted, was proof of guilt,

because possible only by his consent. The minis-

ters believed that such an appearance was not cer-

tain proof of guilt, because the devil might assume

the shape of an innocent person ; but they believed

this " a rare and extraordinary " occurrence, and

that it was especially so " in cases of judicature."

They believed specter evidences of "very great

use," as they "justly introduce and determine an

inquiry." They did not believe in prohibition,

but temperance in its use. The judges said, we are

temperate in this matter; though we believe we
may, we never do condemn on that evidence. lYe

follow the advice of the ministers, and use it as

an inquiry only. The ministers generally, it is

evident, accepted this avowal of the judges, as they

esteemed, it a matter of devout gratitude that

" success " had been attained in endeavors by the

judges to detect witchcrafts, and such leading men
as the Mathers indorsed the "justice" of the ends

reached by the methods used.

The truth appears to be this : That while these

two prominent classes of actors in the proceedings

were conscientiously, and even religiously, endeav-

oring to discharge their duty in the fear of God,

they were overawed and utterly confounded by
the phenomena developed from the initiation to the

close of the proceedings. Theirs was the error of

a credulity for which they must be judged in con-

nection with the age in which they lived, and the

popular furor with which they were surrounded.

But it is an error to claim that the ministers
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were on one side and the magistrates on the other,

whether in matters of opinion or practice concern-

ing the witchcraft proceedings. They differed

among themselves considerably in both these

respects.

The venerable John Higginson of Salem had
the honor of being cried out against by the circle

for his want of sympathy with them and what was
done by them. The Rev. John Wise, one of the

ministers of Ipswich, wrote a petition at his own
peril in behalf of the accused, and is said to have

been " discerning enough to see the erroneousness

of the proceedings from the beginning." The two

ministers of Andover stood clear of the whole

business. One of them, Rev. Mr. Dane, shared

Higginson's honor of being accused. We have

seen Mr. Willard's position both in his tract and

in Ins practice at Groton.

Among the magistrates who had a clean record

were Governor Phipps and ex-Governor Bradstreet;

Nathaniel Saltonstall of Haverhill, who flatly re-

fused to sit on the bench at the trials in the Special

Court, returning to his place only when specters

had left ; and Robert Pike of Salisbury, who at an

opportune and critical time wrote to one of the

judges a letter in which, with keen logic, he

showed the wrong of the whole proceedings.
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¥E have endeavored to make a candid inquiry

into the relation to the sad transactions of our

history, borne by those who had prominence in

directing them. But the reader's attention, as the

scenes presented have passed before him, has been

fixed upon the accusers. What are we to think

of them ? Were their sufferings, and all the dread-

ful sounds which they heard, and the fearful sights

which they saw, real ? Or were they skillful de-

ceivers, conscious of the destruction they wrought,

but taking a Satanic delight in it ? Looking more

closely into the strange phenomena developed

through and about them, may we not discern a

power behind them of which they were, though

not the innocent, yet still the deluded and suffering

victims ?

To enable the reader to see them more fully, we
will repeat, from an eye-witness, the story of the

beginning of their experience in suffering. Mr.

Hale of Beverly, in a history written a few years

after the excitement, speaking of the witchcraft

actions of Tituba, says :

a After this the afflicted

persons cried out of the Indian woman named
Tituba that she did pinch, prick, and grievously
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tormeut them ; and that they saw her here and

there where nobody else could. Yea, they could

tell where she was and what she did when out of

their human sight."

Such was their experience, it will be recollected,

at the start. We have seen their later and mature

sufferings, declarations, and performances. We
will pause for a few moments, and hear what other

eye-witnesses have to say about them, and gather

the opinions of those living in the midst of the

storm which they, in part, raised.

The opinion concerning them of, perhaps, the

larger number of the ministers, may be gathered

from their uniform phraseology when referring to

them in their official and private letters. " Our
poor neighbors," " the poor afflicted," " these af-

flicted children," are constantly recurring phrases.

The magistrates, sitting as Judges in court,

regarded their sufferings, sights, and testimonies

as simple verities, however they might deceive

themselves concerning the use they made of them
in their verdicts. Yet we have seen that in some

cases, at least, they both saw and acknowledged

that the afflicted lied.

Mr. Willard in his tract gives us instructive in-

timations that "the common vogue," in referring

to them, is to say, "that they are scandalous per-

sons, liars, and loose in their conversation, and

therefore not to be believed." But he allows that

the judges declared that such talk was a mistake.

Again he declares them to be " possessed per-

sons ; " and that this the Judges " stiffly deny."
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We have given, in another place, his reasons in

detail for not regarding them as "competent

witnesses."

Brattle, one of our best authorities, says of " the

afflicted" that they "hold conference with the

devil, and are therefore not to be believed." He
says, " Good spirits will not lie. But those that

speak by these persons have been proved liars, and

are, therefore, evil spirits." " The devil," he thinks,

" imposes upon their brain, and deludes their fancy

and imagination."

Brattle, therefore, very naturally expresses great

surprise that they should be " so much counte-

nanced" and consulted—" that the justices," whom
he thinks " are well-meaning men," " should so far

give ear to the devil, as merely upon his authority

to issue their warrants and apprehend people."

Again he says, "The consulting these afflicted,

as above said, seems to me to be a very gross evil,

a real abomination, not fit to be known in New
England, and yet is a thing practiced, not only by
Tom and John—I mean the ruder and more igno-

rant sort—but by many who profess high, and pass

among us for some of the better sort. This is that

which aggravates the evil, and makes it heinous

and tremendous ; and yet this is not the worst of

it, for, as sure as I now write to you, even some of

our civil leaders and spiritual teachers, who, I

think, should punish and preach down such sorcery

and wickedness, do yet allow of, encourage, yea,

and practice, this very abomination."

He further remarks of these afflicted, or, as he
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calls them, "blind and nonsensical girls," that

though "they have scores of fits in a day, yet in

the intervals of time are hale and hearty, robust

and lusty, as though nothing had afflicted them."

We find this same remark concerning the good

bodily condition of the girls, made by other writers

of the times. The indictments against the accused,

after reciting the " detestable witchcrafts " prac-

ticed by them upon the bodies of the afflicted whose

names are specified, says, that by them "they were

and are consumed, pined, and wasted." The chief

Judge, however, in charging the first jury, " told

them that they were not to mind whether the

bodies of the said afflicted were really pined and

consumed, as was expressed in the indictment ; but

whether the said afflicted did not suffer from the

accused such afflictions as naturally tended to their

being pined, consumed, and wasted. This, said

he, is a pining and consuming in the sense of the

law."

This " robust and lusty " condition of the circle

accounts for their good spirits behind the screen,

and the necessity of their having " some sport."

The Pastors of And over, to whose good record

we have referred, Messrs. Dane and Barnard, in

writing to the Governor and General Court in be-

half of their arrested and imprisoned parishioners,

boldly stigmatize the accusers as "distempered

persons," " children and others who are under a

diabolical influence;" they call their declarations

"scandalous reports" which they have "got up;"
they pronounce the specter evidence " conceit,"
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and that the devil had obtained a great advantage

of the authorities, and that many innocent persons

were accused and imprisoned.

No doubt there were many in humbler stations

who entertained the same opinion of the afflicted.

We have already given John Proctor's opinion of

them, and his method of curing their distemper.

Edward Bishop, attending at one time the trials,

was in company at the inn of an u afflicted" Indian.

Bishop undertook his cure, as Solomon proposes

to reform unruly children. The Indian's condi-

tion immediately improved, and he mounted a

horse behind a friend to ride home, Bishop being

on horseback and riding beside them. On the

way the Indian had one of the afflicted person's

"amazing fits," and laid hold of his companion

with his teeth. Bishop applied to him the rod,

and " he soon recovered and promised not to do so

any more." The result led Bishop to declare that

he believed he could cure all the afflicted in the

same way ; but this remedy was in advance of the

times, and Bishop soon found himself, as many
progressive men have, in prison for his truly ex-

cellent discovery.

Joseph Putnam, father of Israel of Bunker Hill

fame, turned his back from the first, in contempt,

upon " the afflicted," and their patronizing friend,

Mr. Parris. Of course, he expected to be cried

out against, and he proved equal to the emergency.

He kept some one of his horses under saddle night

and day. He armed himself and family, and defied

the prosecutors. They knew the man, that with
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him accusation and attempted arrest meant war.

He would fight first, and when overpowered, flee.

He was not molested.

Such were some of the contemporaneous opin-

ions and feelings existing in reference to the

afflicted. That which was unfavorable was excep-

tional, of course, or there would have been no

witchcraft history to write. The phenomena de-

veloped in connection with their testimony utterly

confounded all, whatever they thought of their

character, or the proper method of dealing with

them ; and there were men in their company, and

watching them for months, whose integrity as wit-

nesses could not easily be excelled, and whose in-

tellectual sagacity was of the first order. All the

Putnams were men, as we have seen, of independ-

ent thought and observation, and without fear

in uttering their convictions. Deacon IngersolFs

conscientious and prayerful watching saw no trick.

Some of the judges, and all of the attending min-

isters, were educated men, trained to a keen dis-

cernment, but they could see no legerdemain—no

cunning acting, or sham pretensions on the part

of the girls.

" Joseph Hutchinson," says Mr. Upham, " was a

sharp, stern, and skeptical observer." So, doubtless,

were many in the attending daily crowds. Yet
the opinion was nearly unanimous, that the con-

dition of the accusers was supernatural. Among
those who attempted to explain their condition,

there was of course a difference of opinion. The
judges, with the majority, believed they were " be-
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witched," that is, afflicted by the devil through

the agency of the witches who had volunteered

their services for this purpose. Others, with Mr,

Willard, believed they were "possessed," that is,

under the influence of the devil, without the re-

sponsibility of any out of themselves. To this last

conclusion we are as much bound now as any were

then—bound to it by the credible accounts of the

experience of these girls and other "afflicted," and

by the similarity of such experience to that of

many in all ages before and in every generation

since, extending, in some degree, down to our own
time ; and, especially, by their identity in char-

acter with the New Testament " possessions." The
assumption of trick and practiced performing does

not meet the case. There are in it things too deep

and difficult for that explanation. God did not

work such deeds of darkness. Unaided human
power could not. " Looking at these facts as they

are, do they not indicate something besides random
shots? Does not the curtain seem to conceal a

chief actor ?
"

" The tempest that springs suddenly out of a

dead calm, tearing the sea from its foundations

and flinging it against the skies, must have a

powerful cause somewhere ; seen or unseen, a cause

there must be. The frightful heaving of a burn-

ing volcano must be produced by an existing force.

So also must this spiritual earthquake, the frightful

sea of evil passions, which surges about and some-

times threatens to engulf us, be produced by a

power not figurative but literal. Actual force in
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a living spirit, as the psychological root, becomes

an absolute necessity.

" The possibility of Satanic agency in spiritual-

ism we base upon the Bible. It speaks unquali-

fiedly of demoniacal possession, though it does not

tell us what it is ; of witchcraft without describing

it; of necromancy without offering explanations;

and of those having familiar spirits, without dis-

closing their origin—whether they are from earth

or hell." *

The responsibility of the afflicted for this pos-

session by the devil we will not attempt to meas-

ure. It is enough to say that it must have been

fearfully great. It is seen in part, in the occasion

which they gave him thus to enter them. They
did not obey the Divine injunction which com-

mands us to " resist the devil." They drew near

to him, in the nightly performances of their circle,

as their modern successors do, and he drew near

to them. They sought him in endeavoring to pry

into the forbidden secrets of the spirit-world, and

they were found of him with terrible power. They
resisted God when they approached the devil by
their nightly performances ; they cast off his Spirit,

whose office work it is to draw the mind and heart

away from these intermeddlings ; they despised

the declarations of his Word, which forbids all

such practices. This is the great moral lesson of

our story. Let the young learn by it to avoid the

" circles." Let them listen to the commands given

by God ages ago, and which have never been re-

* " Credo."

19
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voked: "Regard not them that have familiar

spirits, neither seek after wizards ; . . . I am the Lord

your God." Lev. xix, 31. "And the soul that

turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after

wizards, ... I will even set my face against that

soul, and will cut him off from among his people."

Lev. xx, 6.

Concerning the later history of the most of the

afflicted we know nothing. The black cloud of

infamy rests upon their name. In an act of the

Legislature of the Province, which removed the

stain given by the law to their victims, this sen-

tence occurs :
" Some of the principal witnesses

and accusers, in those dark and severe prosecutions

have since discovered themselves to be persons of

profligate and vicious conversation." Of the few

who had a better subsequent record we shall speak

in our pleasanter task of portraying the penitential

tears which were shed..



I

CHAPTER XXX.

THE sudden subsiding of the witchcraft delusion

in the autumn of 1692, and its almost entire

extinction during the following winter and spring,

implied not only an opening of the eyes of the

people in reference to the accusers, but an awakened

tenderness toward the accused. We are therefore

prepared for acknowledgments of mistakes made,

halting confessions of wrong done, or heart-felt

contrition, and penitential tears, on the part of

the actors in the tragedy, according as they see

their responsibility for its terrible results, and de-

sire squarely to meet it in a Christian manner. We
shall endeavor, in a brief chapter, to portray the

development of this feeling. It will be a pleasant

task; and if the penitence shall not be found as

general nor as deep as the case plainly requires,

we may find occasion for charity in the greater

readiness of our own hearts to condemn sin in

others, than to see and confess it. ourselves.

We will begin with the ministers—with some
of them who were most deeply involved in respon-

sibility.

The Rev. Mr. Hale of Beverly stood, during

those terrible months when the arrows of death
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were being shot into many families, in close affinity

to the hands which drew the bow. Any confession,

therefore, from him will be gladly received by the

reader—the more frank and earnest, the more sat-

isfactory, of course. In his book, written soon

after the delusion, he says

:

" I would come yet nearer to our own times, and

bewail the errors and mistakes that have been

made in the year 1692, by following such traditions

of our fathers, maxims of the common law, and

precedents and principles, which now we may see,

weighed in the balance of the sanctuary, are found

too light. Such was the darkness of the day, the

tortures and lamentations of the afflicted, and the

power of former precedents, that we walked in the

clouds and could not see our way. I would hum-
bly propose whether it would not be expedient

that somewhat more should be publicly done than

yet hath for clearing the good name and reputation

of some that have suffered upon this account."

In another place he proceeds to state, in six par-

ticulars, " Wherein it doth appear that there was

a-going too far in this affair." He then in effect

acknowledges that some innocent persons had been

executed.

Cotton Mather copied into his "Magnolia" with

approval, and thus indorsed, these six proofs that

there had been a-going too far. This is the only

confession that we find from him of "errors and

mistakes," or "a-going too far," in which he was

so deeply involved.

The Rev. John Iligginson, to whom we have
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referred as having a good record, senior Pastor of

the Church in Salem, wrote a preface to Mr. Hale's

book. He was then eighty-two years old. He
says the publication of the book will be timely

and useful, among other reasons :
" That whatever

errors or mistakes are fell into in the dark hour of

temptation that was upon us may be (upon more

light) discovered, acknowledged, and disowned by
us, as that it may be matter of warning and cau-

tion to those who come after us, that they may not

fall into the like, 1 Cor. x, 11."

He proceeds to suggest that the law set forth in

Leviticus, fourth chapter, requiring a sin-offering

for the sins of ignorance committed by the rulers

and congregation, is binding " upon us in a Gospel

way."

From no persons will it be more gratifying to

receive the evidence of penitential tears than from

the Rev. Mr. Parris of the Village, and the Rev.

Mr. Noyes of Salem town. We present such facts

bearing in that direction as we have.

In November, 1694, about two years after the

collapse, Mr. Parris's parish difficulties revived,

with new and bitter elements of discord. To the

complaints of earlier months were added those

growing out of his connection with the trials of

the accused. Their friends, among whom John
Tarbell and Samuel Nurse, son-in-law and son of

Rebecca Nurse, were prominent, urged their

complaints with a strong will and skillful manage-

ment. Closely pressed in the conflict, he read to

his opponents a paper entitled "Meditations for
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Peace," from which the following confessions are

an extract :
" In that the Lord ordered the late

horrid calamity, which afterward, plague-like,

spread in many other places, to break out first in

my family, I cannot but look upon as a very sore

rebuke, and humbling providence, both to myself

and mine, and desire so we may improve it.

" In that also in my family were some of both

parties, namely, accusers and accused, I look also

upon as an aggravation of the rebuke, as an ad-

dition of wormwood to the gall.

"In that means were used in my family (though

totally unknown to me or mine, except servants,

till afterward) to raise spirits, and create appari-

tions, in no better than a diabolical way, I do look

upon as a further rebuke of Divine Providence.

And by all, I do humbly own this day, before God
and his people, that God has been righteously spit-

ting in my face. (Numbers xii, 14.) And I desire

to lie low under all this reproach, and to lay my
hand upon my mouth."

He further says, that in the management of the

witchcraft cases he erred with regard to the use

of specter evidence, and the use of one afflicted

person to ascertain who afflicted another. He
closes by declaring :

" I do most heartily, fervently,

and humbly beseech pardon of the merciful God,

through the blood of Christ, of all mistakes and

trespasses in so weighty a matter ; and also all

your forgiveness of every offense in this and other

affairs, wherein you see or conceive I have erred

and offended
;

professing in the presence of Al-
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mighty God, that what I have done has been, as

for substance as I apprehended was duty, how-

ever through weakness, ignorance, etc., I may have

been mistaken."

" The elders and messengers of the Churches,"

who met in council at Salem Village, April, 1695,

in reference to Mr. Parris' difficulties with his par-

ish, declare that he had taken, in the witchcraft

matters, "Sundry unwarrantable and uncomfort-

able steps ;
" but they advise, since " by the good

hand of God" he had been brought to see his

error and to " fully express it," " that a Christian

charity may and should receive satisfaction there-

with."

Dr. Bentley says of Mr. Noyes that " He came

out and publicly confessed his error, never con-

cealed a circumstance, never excused himself;

visited, loved, blessed the survivors whom he had

injured ; asked forgiveness always, and consecrated

the residue of his life to bless mankind."

A little later than the date of the confession of

Mr. Parris, twelve ministers of Essex County peti-

tion the General Court in behalf of those who
had suffered in name and estates by the witchcraft

proceedings; they call the accusers "young per-

sons under diabolical molestations;" confess that

innocent persons had suffered by credit given to

them; and "that God may have a controversy

with the land on that account."

About the same time an eminent minister of

Maiden wrote to the president of Harvard College,

declaring the great errors of 1692, that innocent
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blood had been shed, and that " public and solemn

acknowledgement of it, and humiliation for it," is

a duty ; and that the more " particularly and per-

sonally" it is done the more pleasing it would be

in the sight of God, and the more effectual in turn-

ing away his wrath.

The jurors, by whose verdict the nineteen per-

sons were condemned to death in the Special

Court, caused to be published a frank, Christian

confession of the great wrong that had been done

through them. They did, in fact, but act in ac-

cordance with the law and evidence, as interpreted

and enforced by the Chief-Justice
;
yet they be-

came painfully affected by the recollection of what

they had done as jurors, and the confession which

follows was the result. After speaking of the

specter evidence which they were prevailed upon

to accept, and of their own ignorance of such mat-

ters, and the innocent blood which had been shed

thereby, they say :
" We do therefore signify to all

in general, and to the surviving sufferers in special,

our deep sense of and sorrow for our errors in act-

ing on such evidence in the condemning of any

person ; and do hereby declare, that we justly fear

that we were sadly deluded and mistaken, for

which we are much disquieted and distressed in

our minds, and do therefore humbly beg forgive-

ness, first, of God for Christ's sake, for this our

error, and pray that God would not impute the

guilt of it to ourselves nor others; and we also

pray that we may be considered candidly and

aright by the living sufferers, as being then under
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the power of a strong and general delusion, utterly

unacquainted with, and not experienced in matters

of that nature.

"We do heartily ask forgiveness of you all, whom
we have justly offended ; and do declare, accord-

ing to our present minds, we would none of us do

such things again, on such grounds, for the whole

world; praying you to accept of this by way of

satisfaction for our offense, and that you would

bless the inheritance of the Lord, that he may be

entreated for the land.")

The General Court, as the representative organ

of the whole people, was slow in shedding the be-

coming tears of j>enitence. They first ordered a

day to be observed for public humiliation, fasting,

and prayer, in reference to the sins committed in

the " late awful tragedy ; " with tardiness they re-

moved the legal stains upon the names of the con-

demned; with greater seeming reluctance they

acknowledged their responsibility for the spolia-

tions by the officers of the law of the property of

the accused, and made a late, insufficient, and un-

justly divided appropriation to meet the demands

of restitution.

The first Church in Salem, which had excom-

municated, under the most painful circumstances,

Rebecca Nurse and Giles Corey, " crossed and

blotted out," in 1712, the records of excommunica-

tion against them.

The Salem Village Church was more prompt

and explicit in their acts of reparation and their

expressions of sorrow. In 1702 they rescinded the
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act of excommunication against Martha Corey, de-

claring that it was done without sufficient evidence

of her guilt, and that her exclusion from the Church
" was not according to the will of God."

We are most happy to be able to include at least

one of the judges in our account of those who felt

and publicly acknowledged their sins in the witch-

craft matters. Judge Sewall of Boston was by no

means the most deeply involved in guilt, but his

contrition was eminently Christian. On the gen-

eral fast-day he rose before the whole congregation,

in the Old South Church in Boston, of, which he

was a member, and handed the Pastor his written

confession. It expressed his grief at the part he

took in the witch trials ; begged forgiveness of

God and the people, and requested their prayers

for himself and for the guilty State. He remained

standing while the paper wTas being read. He ob-

served annually in private during the remainder

of his life a day of humiliation and prayer, as an

expression of his abiding sense of the great wTrong

which he had done.

Whittier thus embalms in verse this beautiful in-

cident :

"Stately and slow, witli thoughtful air,

His black cap hiding his whitened hair,

Walks the Judge of the great Assize,

Samuel Sewall. the good and wise.

His face with lines of firmness wrought,

He wears the look of a man of thought,

Who swears to his hurt and changes not;

Yet touched and softened, nevertheless,

With thi' grace of a Christian gentleness,

The face that a child would climb to kisRl
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True and tender, and brave and just,

That man might honor and women trust.

Touching and sad, a tale is told.

Like a penitent hjrmn of a psalmist old,

Of the fast which the good man life-long kept,

"With a haunting sorrow that never slept,

As the circling year brought round the time

Of an error that left the sting of crime,

When he sat on the bench of the witchcraft courts,

With the laws of Moses and Hale's Reports,

And spoke in the name of both the word

That gave the witch's neck to the cord,

And piled the oaken planks that pressed

The feeble life from the warlock's breast

!

All the day long, from dawn to dawn,

His door was bolted, his curtains drawn;

No foot on his silent threshold trod,

No eye looked on him save that of G-od,

As he baffled the ghosts of the dead with charms

Of penitent tears, and prayers, and psalms;

And with precious proofs from the sacred word

Of the boundless pity and love of the Lord,

His faith confirmed and his trust renewed

That the sin of his ignorance sorely rued,

Might be washed away in the mingled flood

Of his human sorrow and Christ's dear blood! )

We have stated that the historic record of the

afflicted persons is, in general, that their subse-

quent life" proved them to be " vile varlets," and

utterly without credit. We are happy to find that

this statement was not true of all. Ann Putnam,

whose position among the accusers we have seen

to be that of chief actor and spectral sight-seer,

may be classed among those who shed tears of

penitence. Her parents, who were largely respon-
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sible for their daughter's conduct, died quite near

to each other, in 1699. She was then nineteen years

of age; a large number of children, all younger

than herself, were left in her care. Her health was

feeble, and she soon became an invalid. A faithful

Pastor, in whom the Village Church and parish

were perfectly united, gently led her to a knowl-

edge of Christ by faith in his atonement. She de-

sired to make a public profession of this faith, and

at the same time, to make an equally public con-

fession of her sense of the wrong she had done in

the great tragedy. Her confession was written,

recorded in the church books, and signed by her.

On the 25th of August, 1706, the day appointed for

her public confession, a great concourse of people

gathered at the Village Church. There must have

been sad and suggestive recollections of the gather-

ings to witness her supposed mental and bodily

agonies, and to hear her frightful shrieks and wild

ravings against the prisoners. Both the crowd

and the object of their interest were now in their

right minds. The Pastor, Mr. Green, read the

confession, while Ann stood, and, at its close, ac-

knowledged it to be hers. She then gave some

account of her conversion, and was received into

the Church. It was doubtless a solemn and prof-

itable day.

She confessed that innocent blood had been shed

by her testimony and that uf others; that she was

deluded by the devil; that she felt deep sorrow,

desired to be humbled and to lie in the dust, espe-

cially for being the chief instrument in accusing
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Rebecca Nurse and her two sisters. She finally

begs forgiveness of God, and of all those to whom
she had given sorrow or offense. She affirmed that

she had never testified against any through ill-will.

She never confessed that tricks or fraud of any

kind had been used by herself or the other girls.

She died in 1716, about thirty-six years of age.

Her will, made toward the close of life, breathes

an abiding confidence in the cleansing blood of

Christ. She had greatly sinned, but her peniten-

tial tears seem to have been sincere, her faith

genuine, and the blotting out of her sins was
" as a thick cloud."



CHAPTER XXXI.

¥E have told the story of the Salem witchcraft.

We have endeavored to make the reader ac-

quainted in some measure with the people among
whom it occurred. We have introduced them to

some of the principal sufferers, and tried candidly

to present material by which the responsibility of

the principal actors may be estimated, glancing for

this purpose at the later history and confessions of

a few of them, that they might speak, on this

point, for themselves.

The impression made by the facts thus presented

may be deepened by a visit to the most prominent

localities where they occurred. Fortunately we
shall follow a pains-taking guide, who has left

nothing to be investigated which affords a prob-

ability of additional information in reference

to them. We shall find the people every-where

ready to enter into the object of our visit upon

the slightest intimation of it, for, as they remark,
" Mr. Upham has been here for the same purpose

a great many times." With the map accom-

panying his History in hand, and remembering

the descriptions given of the localities, a stranger

may find any place. It is not often that an in-
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vestigator into an important historic period pro-

vides the means of so perfect a reproduction of

its scenes.

On leaving the cars at the station of the East-

ern Railroad, Salem, we are quite near points of

interest. The station-house fronts Washington-

street, and the track of the road has been tun-

neled under its center across the city. Walking
up the street on the right-hand side, a few reds,

to the corner of Essex-street, we stand before the

First Church. Its marble tablets tell the princi-

pal facts in the history of its site. Here was the

meeting-house in which some of the preliminary

trials of the wTitches took place. It was "a
great and spacious house," and it was within

its walls that " a demon, invisibly entering, tore

down a part of it," as Bridget Bishop, passing on

her way from the jail to the court-house, "gave
a look toward the house." The present building

is very substantial, and evidently has never been

so abused.

Directly opposite the church was the residence

of Judge Hathorne.

Crossing Essex-street, and keeping along Wash-
ington-street to the corner of Church-street, we
are near the site of Bridget Bishop's house. About
its orchard, and in through the closed doors and

windows of the neighbors' houses, if we may be-

lieve witnesses, she played in specter some very

naughty pranks. Directly opposite was the resi-

dence of the Rev. Mr. Noyes, her Pastor, and her

deluded prosecutor. Bridget, it will be recollected,
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moved from the town into the extreme east-

ern part of the Village some years before her

execution.

In the middle of Washington-street, near where

Church and Lynde streets now enter it, is the site

of the Court-house in which, after Court and jurors

had been overawed by specters, the accused

received their death sentence. There is now a

continual roar of railroad cars beneath its old

foundation, thundering the admonition of modern

civilization in the ears of any old fogy specter wTho

might wish to enter the new Court-house, a few

rods distant.

Passing through Federal-street to St. Peter' s-

street—the old Prison Lane—and turning a few

steps to the left, on the western side, we face the

site of the old jail, where, with many other victims

of the delusion, the Rev. George Burroughs was

chained at the end of his forced and rapid journey

from Maine. The new jail near the same spot,

with its ample grounds and well-ordered surround-

ings, bears evidence that ministers of the Gospel

are not likely to find lodgings in its cells by a

surprisal and on the testimony of shadowy wit-

nesses. This new jail overlooks a burial-ground

;

somewhere not far from this, according to tradition,

Giles Corey suffered the penalty of keeping his

mouth closed when the Court demanded, "Guilty

or not guilty?" There was, for many years, a

superstition in the minds of visionary people that

Corey's specter haunted the field where the deed

was done; and boys of the "olden time," as they
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same place with reverent care. The field in which

they lie having passed from the Jacobs family, the

stones which long designated the grave have been

removed to make way for the plow, which tnrned

up the soil last year for an onion bed. The spot

should be purchased and inclosed by lovers of his-

toric landmarks.

Mr. Jacobs knew well his grandmother, who was

born in 1725, and lived to a great age. She lived

in this house from her marriage to her death. It

is a singular fact that she is not known to have

talked of the tragedy connected with the family,

nor to have related any incidents of the witchcraft

proceedings, though she must have been conver-

sant with some witnesses of its scenes. It confirms

the truth of Mr. Upham's remark, that the people

of that period, and their children, regarded the

subject as one to be blotted from remembrance as

soon and as perfectly as possible.

We passed over the Endicott River bridge, and

turned off from the main road into the grounds of

the "Orchard Farm" of Governor Endicott. A
portion of them are owned to-day by his descend-

ants bearing his name. We looked at the famous

pear-tree planted by the Governor, and perhaps

brought over from England by him on his first

voyage. It is undoubtedly " the oldest inhabitant"

of its family.

With our face turned toward Danvers Center

—

"Salem Village"—we were soon on the "Towns-
end Bishop " farm, the owner of which, with owners

of adjoining farms, contended so successfully, and,
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as we think, so wrongfully with the owner of the
u Orchard Farm." The house built by Townsend
Bishop still stands, with a remarkably green old

age. It has a marvelous history ! We have re-

lated the facts connected with it in the course of

our story. Its chief interest to us is in the fact

that it was long the home of Rebecca Nurse, and

that from it, in her old age, she went out to suffer

her great wrong. Its identity is clearly estab-

lished. Francis Nurse, husband of Rebecca, after

her death, gave up the homestead to his eldest

son, Samuel, who immediately took possession.

The rest of the property he divided among his four

sons and four dauo-hters. The children who live

in it to-day are the direct descendants of Rebecca

Nurse. Some slight additions have been made to

it, and it has probably always been kept in good

repair. Its hewn oaken timbers are equal to the

friction of another century. It is surrounded by
the variety, so desirable to the early settlers, of

high land, and that more readily used for graz-

ing. It wT
ill be remembered that after Francis

Nurse bought the estate, his sons and sons-in-law

cut from the forest within his claim farms on

which they erected houses. The house of his son

Samuel, and that of Tarbell, his son-in-law, still re-

main. TarbelPs must have been a tirst-class house

in its day, but is now dilapidated and unoccupied.

It was made a condition of sale by the father

that the houses of the children should be con-

nected with the homestead by well-opened drive-

ways. As we looked upon the relation to each
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other of these estates, and their pleasant location,

we felt, as never before, the terribleness of the

shock of the witchcraft visitation to their early-

owners.

It has been the uniform tradition of the family

that the body of Rebecca Nurse was obtained, and
deposited by her family in the family burying-

ground upon the estate.

A walk of little less than a mile from the Towns-

end Bishop house brought us into the place where

the tragic scenes of our story commenced—Salem

Village. Under its present name, Danvers Center,

and in its present aspect, a more inviting locality

could hardly be found. Intelligence, thrift, and

comfort are every-where apparent. Under the

guidance of Mr. Moses Prince, who has been called

"an embodiment of the history, genealogy, and

traditions of the vicinity," we readily found what

we wished to see. The first site visited was that

of the parsonage in which the witchcraft delusion

was cradled. The spot seemed dreary and forbid-

ding. Perhaps it was the wintry day of our visit

which induced the impression. The land about it

looked as if it was now little cared for, and little

worth caring for. It is away from the present

street, and none of the modern houses have sought

this place. A few broken bricks are all that mark

the place where the parsonage stood. It was a

good-sized house for those days, "forty-two feet

in length, twenty feet broad, thirteen feet stud,"

having "no gable end," but "a lean-to." It was

becoming for the notorious house to return to
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dust, and it is also fitting that the spot should be

deserted.

Quite near the parsonage, but on higher and

better ground, stood the house of Jonathan Wal-

cot, father of Mary Walcot, who will be remem-

bered as an original member of the circle. Mr.

Prince remarked that he plowed up, at one time,

some of the bricks of the chimney. This spot too

is forsaken.

We walked down to the site of the old meeting-

house, now occupied by a large farm-house. The
lane leading to it, through which the frenzied

crowds poured to witness the bewildering transac-

tions in the church, has shared the blight resting

upon many other historic localities of the witch-

craft period. A lady, brought up in the Village,

remarked to us that, when a girl, she had always

avoided so far as possible this locality, especially

in the evening. The old meeting-house disap-

peared soon after 1692. It was stripped, moved
from the spot, and converted into a barn. Some
of the aged people of the present generation re-

member it in this form, as, bowing under the weight

of years and sorrowful memories, it was crumbling

to dust. Its successor was built on Watch-house

Hill, before Deacon IngersoH's door, and only a

few rods from the old site. Here stands the Vil-

lage church of to-day, a conspicuous object viewed

from the surrounding country. The present par-

sonage has taken the eligible lot on which was the

deacon's residence, whose "great room" was privy

to so many witchcraft scenes.
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The well-preserved church and parish records

form a kind of connecting link between the pres-

ent and the events we have narrated. We were

permitted, by the courtesy of Augustus Mudge,
Esq., the parish clerk, to examine those in his

keeping. They were begun in 1672. The hand-

writing is excellent, and the manner in which the

facts are stated show considerable practice in com-

position. They are, in a measure, a journal of the

progress of the Village. Many important facts

have been gleaned from them by Mr. Upham. It

was a stormy time when they were ushered into

the world, but they lie placidly beside their fellows

of calmer periods.

Turning from the Village, we may take the

"Danvers Center and Salem" omnibus, which

passes through Peabody, which we find it difficult

to speak of in this connection except as the u Mid-

dle Precinct."

As we enter Salem we may discern a range of

rocky hills upon our right hand, rising somewhat

abruptly from Boston-street, through which we are

riding. Stepping from the omnibus we find a ready

guidance from the passers-by to Witch Hill* Its

top could not have been more barren and drear in

1692 than it is to-day. The population has as-

cended its northern side, and its eastern declivity,

toward Boston-street, is filled with dwelling-houses

and places of mechanical labor. The hill descends

sharply into a valley on the south side, and

somewhat so on the west, and these sides are

* See Frontispiece.
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rugged and difficult of access. Just before reach-

ing the Boston and Salem turnpike, a third of a

mile south, the rocky range re-appears. About
two rods from this southern brow of the hill stood,

until within a few years, a venerable tree on which,

according to the popular belief, the victims of the

witchcraft mania were handed. Pieces of it are

preserved and shown to the curious. Very little

vegetation could ever have grown upon the imme-

diate hill. No dwelling is likely to occupy it.

But the views from Witch Hill are of almost un-

surpassed beauty—views of city, town, and coun-

try ; of inlets running to the sea, across which

bridges have been thrown, displacing the olden

" ferries
; " of the extended shore line, headlands,

islands, and ocean. The rapid flight in and from

the city of the eastern railroad train can be fol-

lowed by the smoke of the engine, and occasional

glances of it obtained at the openings of the

ledges.

The Frontispiece is a fair representation of

Witch Hill. The probable place of the hanging

was between wThat appears to be two flag-staffs.

The buildings at the foot of the hill, on the ex-

treme right, indicate the direction of Boston-street.

The ascent of the condemned persons was from

the rear of the center of the picture.

One of our visits was made on a beautiful sum-

mer-like October morning. The atmosphere was

clear and the panorama before us delightful. Only

about a week earlier in the season the last of the

witchcraft victims suffered on thin spot. Perhaps
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it was such a morning. The natural features of

the view were as pleasant then as now. Some of

them at least saw God as they stood on the lad-

der, smiling through nature ; but more fully, and

with a deeper comfort, through his Word, convey-

ing promises of eternal life by a crucified Saviour.

We joy to think that such, forgiven and forgiving,

felt that the moment, though so solemn and awful,

was the best of their lives.

Our more serious thoughts while viewing the

scene were interrupted by the approach of an

Irishman, who lived near. Guessing the object of

our visit, he seemed desirous to enter into conver-

sation. We asked him if there were any witches

haunting the hill. With a merry twinkle of his

eyes he answered promptly, "Many a one, be-

witching the boys ! " He meant to say, with all

the people of the vicinity, that,

" Our witches are no longer old

And wrinkled beldames, Satan-sold,

But young and gay, and laughing creatures,

With the heart's sunshine on their features;

Their sorcery, the light which dances

"Where the raised lid unveils its glances."

Whittier.

Access to Witch Hiil from the street is not easy

now, and must have been rough and jolting to the

riders "in the cart," of the summer of 1692. As
Mr. Upham has suggested that their approach

must have been up the north-eastern side, not far

from Aborn-street, we, at one time, walked from

the site of the old jail, along the route taken by
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the sheriff with the condemned in charge, ascend-

ing the hill in that direction. It is a moderate

walk of thirty-five minutes. With the cart occa-

sionally "getting set," the poor victims very likely

dragged through an hour.

From the pleasant summit of Witch Hill, with

its sad memories pressing upon our minds, we bid

the reader adieu. As we take the hand of our

young friends we would whisper again in their

ears the lesson of our story, ''Resist the devil;"

approach him not in the circles of those with whom
he is familiar, as did the girls of our history ; nor

by any other wicked acts or unholy thoughts give

place to his influence. Resist him, and he will flee

from you. "Draw near to God, and he will draw
near to you."

wy.
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