








SOME ELIZABETHAN MAGICIANS

by Elias Ashmole in 1672, $tating how it came into
his hands, was printed in London in 1659 under the title,
“A true and faithful relation of Dr Dee and some
spirits.”” It purports to contain a conversation held
between certain spirits by Dee and Kelly respeting the
“ Logaeth ” and a key to decipher its mys$terious pages.

The angel begins by saying, “ Touching the book.
It shall be called Logah, which in your language signifieth
Speech from God. Write it Logaeth. It is to be
sounded Logah.

“ The first leaf (as you call it) is the last of the book.”

The angel then proceeds to say how it is to be written
in the Holy charalters and explains that the last leaf
* is a hotch potch of the wicked in the world and damned
in hell.”

Elaborate instru&ions ate given how to read the tables,
from which it appears that sometimes the words are
ascending, sometimes descending, sometimes at an angle,
on the left or right.

Groups of letters form wotds, thus M R E means
with, B A C with a2 rod, ER N O Z delivered you, RIP
the Holy ones, M A S R G with admiration, I D L A of
gathering, E G R P with the fire and so on.

'The numbets from 1 to 80 also signified words thus :

1 Signified Behold, 2 Faith, 3 Your God, 4 I am,
5 A circle and so on.

Kelly then artfully asks the angel, “If Moses and
Daniel were skilful in the arts of the Egyptian magicians,
why may not I deal with these without hindrance to the
will of God ?

To which the angel gives the ctyptic reply, “ For the
doings of the Egyptians seem and atre not so.”
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THE MYSTERIES AND SECRETS OF MAGIC

It is difficult to conceive what Dee and Kelly expeéted
to gain from this elaborate effusion, the writing of which
alone must have taken considerable time and labout.

Kelly next went off to Prague, apparently to find the
highest bidder for his discovery of a method of obtaining
gold.

While he was there, we find Lord Burleigh writing to
the Queen’s agent in Germany, asking him to urge every
means in his power to entice Kelly to come back to
his native country, and requesting him, in case Kelly will
not return, to send a very small portion of his powder to
make a demonstration in the Queen’s own sight.

But Kelly was too cunning to be caught. In Prague
he felt secure, and he did not feel inclined to carry out
the test that he knew would be put to him if he returned
to London.

Eventually he got into trouble with the Emperor
Rudolph, and was imprisoned in one of his castles; and
it is said that while attempting to escape from a turret
window, he fell from a great height and received fatal
injuries.

Dee, who had meanwhile been living at Bremen,
resolved to return to England after an absence of six
years, but during his §tay abroad his popularity had waned
and we find him making repeated applications to his old
influential friends at Court for money.

Although his house began again to be visited by such
notable people as the Countess of Cumberland, the
Countess of Kent and Lord Willoughby, who occasion-
ally sent him money, he fell into poverty and ill-health.

Queen Elizabeth sent for him to come and see her
in the Privy Gatden at Greenwich in 1584, where she
284








